
INTRODUCTION
After 68 years of independence 70 per cent peoples of India are living in rural areas and for

cooking they still depend on wood, animal dung and crop residues as their primary source of domestic
energy. Due to their incomplete combustion, a multitude of pollutants associated with high levels of
indoor air pollution (IAP) are released which include suspended particulate matter, carbon monoxide,
formaldehyde, nitrogen dioxide, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, etc. There is a line of evidence
that exposure to those pollutants can lead to increased risk of diseases including respiratory infections
(e.g., pneumonia, tuberculosis and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), lung cancer, and
asthma), low birth weight, cataracts, and cardiovascular events. It is one of the major global public
health threats that require greater efforts for prevention through research and policy-making (Kim et
al., 2011).

Objectives:
1. To study the socio-economic, demographic and environmental characteristics of the

respondents.
2. To examine domestic fuel consumption pattern of the respondents.
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ABSTRACT
Biofuels like fuel wood and dung cake are still the main source of cooking fuel and kerosene is mostly used
for lighting purpose very common in the rural areas.Keeping this in view a study was conducted in the two
villages namely Achitpur and Chota Mirzapur Khurd of Jamalpur Block of Mirzapur District to know the
socio-economic characteristics of the respondents, to study domestic fuel consumption pattern of the
respondents and to know the impact of kitchen smoke on respondents and their family members’ health..
Total one hundred and twenty five (125) female respondents from the two villages were selected randomly.
Statistical analyses were done using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS programme). Descriptive
statistics including mean, standard deviation, and percentage frequency were used for describing background
characteristics of the study group. It was found from the study that fuel wood was the main source of
cooking fuel and only 7.2 per cent of the households were using clean fuels, like liquid petroleum gas for
cooking purpose. This may cause of various smoke related diseases and ill effect of health and mostly
female above 18 years were the chief cooks.
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