
INTRODUCTION
The sex composition by age group especially the 0-6 years is vital for studying the demographic

trends of child population, its future patterns and particularly, the status of the girl child. The child sex
ratio (under-6 years) in 2011 is 914 females for every 1,000 males,  indicating a  continuing preference
for male children over females.Gender discrimination is most prevalent in Indian cultural ethnicity.
Although female infanticide is now a crime in India, census data of the last two decades show a
persisting male bias in sex ratios in several parts of the country (Muthulakshmi, 1997; Natarajan, 1997).
The ratio of girls to boys in India is becoming increasingly skewed in favour of boys, as more and more
girls are being selectively aborted as foetuses or killed after birth (Arnold, Kishor and Roy, 2001;
Malaviya, 2005). In India, the state has enacted various women-specific and women-related legislations
for the upliftment of women and improve the status of women in the society. But still the gender
discrimination is highly prevalent in all the sectors. The mind set of the people needs to be changed
to value girl child.

METHODOLOGY
Data collection :

The data related to perception towards the girl child was collected from the three major
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ABSTRACT
The declining girl child sex ratio in Andhra Pradesh reflects the status of the girl child . The attitude and
perceptions of men and women of younger and older age groups towards the girl child  highlights the deep
rooted conservative thoughts which have strong social and cultural base. This paper focuses on studying
the perceptions of a mixed culture group from varied social settings. Four hundred and twenty people
belonging to Andhra, Rayalaseema and Telangana regions of united Andhra Pradesh state were interviewed
to find out the perceptions related to girl child. The study  revealed that majority of the respondents
irrespective of region, religion and socio-economic status opined that the society is not Girl child friendly
and the customs and traditions favour the male child . Gender discrimination is still existing in the food ,
work and marriage related issues.
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