
INTRODUCTION
To counter the problem, textile industry has taken many measures for reducing its negative

contribution towards environment. One such measure is textile recycling of the used woollen clothes
and industrial textile waste (Anonymous, 2007). The organised recovery of textile waste can be traced
back as far as the old clothiers, many of whom were farmers involved in the cottage industries in all
stages of textile production. The practice of recovering waste is as old as the art of spinning and
weaving. Shoddy was invented when old clothes were ground back into a fibrous state that could be
re-spun into yarn (Sakthivel, 2012).

Interest in recycling is a result of many factors including green consumerism, rising waste
disposal problems and raw material costs, legislative mandates and the evolution of waste into a
smoothly running commodity industry. Several industries have been involved in recycling programmes
and have successfully created products from recycled fibres such as carpets, cushions, clean up
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ABSTRACT
A total number of six shoddy units, three each in Ludhiana and Amritsar districts of Punjab were surveyed
by interview schedule to elicit the general information regarding shoddy units which include year of
establishment, finance taking from bank and investment and also documented the factors considered
procurement for raw materials, preparation of different products, method of construction, factor considered
for calculating the cost of products in shoddy units. The results revealed that the shoddy units were
established during the year 1981-1990 with an initial capital investment limit ‘ 5-10 crore (67%) followed
by ‘ 10-15 crore (33%), respectively in Ludhiana and Amritsar districts of Punjab. In Ludhiana, Maximum
units (67%) used to take the finance through banks and rest of them were self financed; where as in
Amritsar all the units were taken the finance through banks. The result also revealed that colour was
highly preferred for procuring the raw materials and quality of spinning while making the textile products
from shoddy yarn in Ludhiana. In Amritsar preference regarding the procurement the raw materials were
same as in Ludhiana but grade of wool were highly preferred for making the textile products from shoddy
yarn. All units were manufacturing blankets in the both the districts by weaving method of construction.
Similarly all the units were using polythene bags and bales for wrapping and packaging the blankets in
Ludhiana and Amritsar. Suitability to utility was the most preferred factor for calculating the cost of
production in Ludhiana and Amritsar districts.
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