
INTRODUCTION
Parenting is a universal phenomenon and family is the unit of care, compassion, support and

love. Family is visualized as an “exceedingly complex living organism, a social entity and psychological
subject that has both mirrors and meshes with its environmental/social context and the cultural
history it is steeped in” p.1 (Cigoli and Scabini, 2006). It is a social institution of care and nourishment;
it consists of members that have a crucial role to play in life of one another. Family defines relationships:
grandparents, parents, siblings, aunts and uncles, who combine together in giving a name, sense of
belonging, efficacy and ownership to one’s life. It gives novel position and responsibilities to its each
member, enhancing their capacities and deepening the ties within. Parents and parenting skills are the
blueprints in shaping and designing one’s life. In a nutshell, parenting goals that can be universally
accepted and that can be used across cultures are:-

– Health and survival goal;
– Economic goal: Enhancing behavioral capacity of children for economic maintenance; and
– Behavioral goals: behavioral capacities for maximizing cultural values – morality, religion and

intellectual achievement (LeVine, 1974).

Women’s work and child care options:
Looking at the statistics, women in India are an important part of economy, occupying one third
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ABSTRACT
Traditionally in India, children groups up among multiple caregivers - grandparents, relatives, neighbors
and siblings. These members form a crucial part of child’s daily life in a Hindu joint family system (Kurtz,
1992; Seymour, 1999; Swaminathan, 1985). In the era of globalization and inflation, families from villages
migrate to bigger cities in search of employment. When employment of parents from low income nuclear
families keeps them away from home, child care becomes an essential need for the families. In India, Datta
(2004) suggests that child care options need to be “innovative, flexible and diverse” (p. 93) to fulfill needs
of a family.  Few child care strategies available for women from low income group are statuary crèche or
day care, care by self at work place, crèche/ centers run by voluntary sector, crèche/ center run by
community or NGO-Government partnership, day care center (private or paid), latch key children,
employing caregivers for care at home, care by self at home (such as piece rate workers), care by other
adults at home and care by sibling (Datta, 2004).
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