
INTRODUCTION
The history of art is incomplete without the mention of textile artifacts which have been a source

of awe and amazement for the present generation. Although the collection of art pieces in museums
range from different categories like wood, metal, stone, paper, jewel, ivory, etc. but textiles constitute
a different class altogether. They form an important section in most of the museums worldwide. It is a
known fact that textiles being organic in nature undergo deterioration with time. The factors which
lead to damage of textiles are ageing, light, micro-organisms, air pollution, temperature, humidity,
soiling, staining and insects. Apart from these factors, some inherent properties of textiles also lead to
weakening of the fibre structure. The types of dyes, finishes and embellishments applied on a textile
while manufacturing may lead to its consecutive deterioration with time. For instance, use of metal
wires which undergo corrosion with time is a major reason for damage to historic textiles. Another
major reason which results in loss of valuable art pieces is improper handling, maintenance and
storage of textiles in some museums.

Museums are responsible for the proper care and upkeep of the scanty evidences from the past
civilizations which are left with us. The various functions of a museum comprise of documentation of
the various artifacts in the collection, exhibition of these artifacts in order to educate the present
generation about the glorious past. Another important function of a museum is conservation of the
artifacts. Conservation refers to an operation which is aimed at prolonging the life of an object and
preventing its deterioration for shorter or longer durations. There are two types of conservation
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ABSTRACT
Indian traditional textiles have been a source of awe and amazement for people across the globe since
ancient times. The masterpieces produced by the artisans have a story to tell about the history, the culture
and the technique which was present years ago. Some examples of such exquisite masterpieces have
survived over the years and are present in many museums in India as well as other countries. Museums
have an important role of conserving such masterpieces for future generations to see and appreciate.
Conservation is of two types- Preventive and Curative. Cleaning of textile artifacts is curative conservation
and aims at prolonging the life of an object. The present paper gives an overview of various cleaning
methods that are being followed in museums for cleaning of textiles.
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