
INTRODUCTION
The world we live in is characterized with violence against women.    Gender-based violence is the

fate of millions of women all over the world and these are affecting their productivity both in the
homes, communities and places of work.

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) generally refers to “violence that occurs as a result of the normative
role expectations associated with each gender, along with the unequal power relationships between
the two genders, within the context of a specific society”. As Bloom underlines, men and boys can
experience violence and suffer from discrimination if “they are deviating from expectations around
masculinity”.

The atrocities committed on women can be divided into various groups: Physical violence may
include assault, battery, serious injuries or burns etc. Sexual violence, which means robbing the
dignity of woman not only by indecent behaviour but it, may take the extreme form of rape. Female
genital mutilation (FGM) removal of clitoris and other parts of a woman or girl child is often practiced
in African countries. Verbal violence, which means indecency or use of abusive and filthy language
against a woman or her near and dear ones. Social violence, which includes demeaning, disparaging
and humiliating a woman or her parental relatives and friends. Emotional violence, leading to internal
deprivation of love and affection, concern, sympathy and care, it also includes depriving her custody
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ABSTRACT
Gender-based violence occurs in all societies of the world, within the home or in the wider community and
it affects women and girls disproportionately.   Substantive as well as anecdotal evidence confirms that
Gender-based violence has been, and remains; a serious issue in India. It is still socially and culturally
sanctioned, both at the community and Government levels. The cultural and State sector challenges
limiting the reduction of Gender-based violence are complex in nature, ranging from bride price to women’s
lack of political representation and an ineffective formal judicial system. This issue mainly can controlled
by Change in the perception of society towards the dignity of women treating them at par with their male
counterparts and Setting up Family Counselling Centres and ensuring their proper functioning with the
objective to strengthen the families and not breaking them apart. They need to propagate the concept -
“family is the prime unit of society” and provide a platform where men, women, old and young can share
their problems and receive good counselling. The international community needs to continue to make a
stand and compel the Government to promote the necessary changes.
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