
Importance of early childhood education :
Early years of the child are crucial in terms of physical, emotional, language, cognitive and social

development. The mental and physical abilities of a child grow at an astounding rate during this
period. During their early years, children go through critical stages of development, and consistent,
high-quality early childhood education can have long-lasting, beneficial effects on the overall
development of children (Davis, 2010).Early childhood education benefits children, their families, and
their communities. From improved academic outcomes to the economic savings to schools and states,
the benefits of high-quality early childhood education are irrefutable (Chicago Longitudinal Study,
2011).

 Learning takes place throughout the life, but not at the intensity which is seen during the early
years. That is maximum learning takes place below six years of age. These are the foundation years of
the child’s life where in high quality care and education has to be provided during this period. For this
the environment in which the child is placed during the early years has adverse impact on the child.
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ABSTRACT
The journey of early childhood education has started from gurukuls to the present day smart classrooms.
Educators researched and experimented with different approaches of early childhood education. Traditional
teaching is concerned with the teacher being the controller of learning environment. With modernization
and technological advancement, the system of educating the foundation years of the child had gone
tremendous changes. As a result multimedia became one of the leading means of teaching in today’s
schools. Presently the classrooms are under the control of the teachers as well as the students. The smart
classrooms or digital classes has revolutionized and brought a complete transformation in the traditional
method of learning. A comparative study was conducted to find out the most appropriate approach of
teaching a group of 1st standard children in government and international schools. Evaluation of score cards
reveals that there is significant difference in the performance of children between the two schools as
importance was given to different learning outcomes. Government/Aided schools followed formal approach
of educating the young once and emphasis was on academic performance. International schools followed
Techno based approach of education and aims at overall development of the child with improved students’
performance.  There are different paths of learning and there is clearly no one method/approach towards
early childhood education. If the educators take the responsibility for development of ‘whole child’ it is
the integration of traditional and modern techniques which would lead to a holistic approach of education.
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