
INTRODUCTION
Knitting is one of the most important processes for producing garments and worldwide represents

a considerable and increasing percentage of the population’s apparel. Knitting is used to produce
garments that cover every part of human body, in a wide range of garment types from socks, caps,
gloves and underwear to upper and lower body garments varying from T-shirts to formal jackets
(Brackenbury, 1996).

The unique capability of knitting to manufacture shaped and form fitting articles has been
utilized for centuries, modern technology has enabled knitted constructions in shaped and unshaped
fabric form to expand into a wide range of apparel, domestic and industrial end uses (Spencer, 1989a).

Though knitted fabrics earlier had drawbacks in patterning and design intricacies, loosing the
form etc., the technological developments significantly changed the scenario to over come these.
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ABSTRACT
The investigation entitled ‘Knitwear product development using kasuti embroidery motifs’ was carried
out in Ludhiana city. This investigation was conducted in Ludhiana city. For the selection of motifs and
colour combinations panel of judges comprising faculty of College of Home Science, PAU, Ludhiana were
selected. Three colleges of the city namely Guru Nanak Girls College, Model Town; Khalsa College for
Women, Ghumar Mandi and College of Home Science, PAU were selected for studying the preferences for
the preparation of kurti. Traditional motifs of kasuti embroidery were selected and plates were developed
through Corel Draw 13 and were shown to 10 panel of judges. After the selection of motifs, three colour
combinations of each motif were developed and again shown to 20 judges to finalize the 10 colour
combinations of the 10 selected motifs for the development of design. After that two different design
placements were prepared of the 10 most preferred motifs and their colour combinations. An interview
schedule was prepared for the purpose of collecting data from 80 female respondents between the age
group of 20 to 30 years selected randomly from three colleges of Ludhiana city. The results of the study
revealed that majority of the respondents were graduates, belonging to nuclear families. Seventy per cent
of the respondents were aware of knitwear designs and 51.25 per cent aware of kasuti embroidery and 70
per cent respondents preferred to buy knitwear kurtis. Readymade kurtis were the most preferred kurtis
with medium length and V-shape necklines. Multi coloured combination was the most preferred colour
combination followed by two colour and three colour combinations. Skin, pista green, red and cream were
the most preferred colours.
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