
INTRODUCTION
The issue of quality of working life will become the major concern of people in India in the

coming few decades because of fast growing intellectual sector. The task of understanding the
multiple aspects of learning environment and attempting to make these more effective is a complex
undertaking. Learning is no longer considered merely an accumulation of knowledge but rather, the
understanding or ability to construct knowledge in meaningful ways for a particular purpose or
solution to a well-defined problem. Class room is a place where students spend most of their time. As
they have to spend considerable amount of time on studies, provision for good study facilities
becomes essential. The spatial adequacy of the classroom is an important determinant of learner’s
comfort possibly affecting his work performance and mental efficiency. Besides, a class-room has to
facilitate learning and increase the work efficiency of the students through providing a comfortable
and stress-free working environment suitable for intellectual activities. However, till now little interest
has been shown in the largest working place, i.e., the class-room. The present study, therefore, is an
attempt to study the spatial parameters of Indian classrooms with the following objectives:

1. To measure spatial dimensions of selected classrooms.
2. To measure space allowances present inside the selected classrooms.
3. To evaluate the classroom furniture subjectively in terms of physical appearance
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ABSTRACT
The spatial adequacy inside the classroom is an important determinant of learner’s comfort possibly
affecting his work performance and mental efficiency, thereby affecting the workability of this workplace
which is of considerable importance nowadays. The present study aimed at measuring spatial dimensions
and allowances inside selected classrooms and to evaluate the classroom furniture in terms of physical
appearance. A total sample of 20 classrooms (Two classrooms from each of the 10 colleges) were selected
for taking spatial measurements of existing furniture and 320 users of this furniture were also selected for
administering the subjective response scale in order to evaluate the classroom furniture in terms of
physical appearance. The height of classrooms was appropriate but all other dimensions were far below
the standards. The area and space available per student was inadequate and the design, colour and texture
of the existing classroom furniture were evaluated as average by the respondents.
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