
Gandhi is now dead and he cannot be in Palestine physically. Nevertheless, he is there in spirit,
and there are literally hundreds of “Gandhis” in the occupied territories, carrying on non-violent
resistance movement in the finest tradition of Gandhi. Regarding Palestine, Gandhi was very clear, and
his position was that Palestine is Arab territory, and if Jews settled there they should not expect the
protection of a colonial power. Gandhi was completely against the creation of the Jewish State of Israel
in Palestine. Supporters of the Jewish State tried very hard to make him change his view, but Gandhi
remained firm. President Barak Obama argues that if only Palestinians renounced violence, peace
would come to there. He ignores the non-violent résistance that goes on daily in the occupied
territories. In fact, the problem is not that there are no “Gandhis” in Palestine but the media has made
them invisible.1  For generations, Palestinians have adopted in their daily lives a culture of non-violent
(in Arabic “Sumud” that means to be “steadfast” and to “persevere”). Moreover, Palestinian children
resist the will of their occupiers non-violently as they make their daily journey to school despite the
long waits at the checkpoints and the harassment by Israeli Defense Forces.2

Non-violence principles :
The principles of non-violence as practiced by Mahatma Gandhi lie in its “capacity to function

both proactively and reactively”. He used non-violence principles against the British during the
freedom movement of India. First, he built a relationship based on respect, understanding, acceptance
and appreciation, and then he made it difficult for the opponent to take ruthless action. Gandhi argues
that ‘no one can oppress us more than we oppress ourselves’. He talks about the fear that controls us
from taking bold and sensible action. However, liberation from fear is the first step of non-violence
principles. The second step is not to wait until a situation becomes persistence before launching
opposition campaigns. Third, he was shrewd in reading his opponent and modified his struggle
accordingly. At all times, the important thing to remember is that provoking the opponent is totally
against the principles of non-violence. In short, Gandhi argues that one must do nothing that would
cause suffering or hurt in any manner. The purpose of a non-violent action is to appeal to the
goodness in the opponent. This comes from the ancient belief that every individual is endowed with
an equal measure of ‘good’ and ‘bad’, and a person reacts according to the provocation. On the one
hand, when someone talks to you politely, one should respond kindly. On the other hand, if one is
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