
Women’s movement in Turkey emerged as an independent women’s movement after September
12, 1980 military coup. It has got relatively autonomous movement when Turkish military takeover to
the civilian government. During this period, military regime banned all political parties, social
organizations and those all activities who were affecting to the Turkish society. Under these
circumstances, a lively women’s movement under very critical situation has succeeded in questioning
authoritarian regime. Women started to bring about their personal problem like domestic violence
against women on the political agenda with their Western counterpart’s famous slogan “Personal is
political”. They wanted to find out a solution of their problems on the legal basis. Though, debates
regarding the position of women in Turkish society have occupied a central place in the political and
ideological agendas of the Ottoman and Turkish states at three crucial phases. First phase was during
the period of Ottoman reforms which instituted through the activities of the young Ottomans in the
middle of the nineteenth century. At this juncture, they were reformists’ men whose main concerns
were to find ways of reviving a floundering empire, who were concerned about the position of women
in Turkish society. A second phase of debate defining the role of women, by extension the meaning of
womanhood took place in the early years of the establishment of the Turkish Republic and, culminated
in the enfranchisement of Turkish women in 1934. Although, the elite women were more vociferous in
stating their own positions during this second phase. First and second phases of debates on the
‘woman question’ culminated in what various observers have called ‘state feminism’. The third phase
that feminism and women have occupied an important space in the public gaze in Turkey was after the
military coup of 1980.1  However, the history of Turkish women’s movement can be divided into three
different phases. First phase has begun with the Ottoman Turkish society with the several reforms
policy by the Ottoman Empire. Second phase started with the Republican period, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk’s Modernization/Westernization policy. He granted certain rights to the Turkish women.
Third phase began with the after September 12, 1980 military coup.

A diverse social movement seeking equal rights and opportunities for women in public sphere as
well as in their personal lives, women’s movement originated in the West. However especially the
United States during the last decade of the 19th century, and peaked in the 1960s and 1970s as it
touched on every area of women’s experience including family and sexuality.2 With the mass diffusion
of feminist consciousness in the following decades, women’s lives and thinking have changed in
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