
Mulk Raj Anand’s first novel Untouchable describes the pathetic conditions of the untouchables
through the character Bakha, their immitigable hardships and physical and mental agonies almost with
the meticulous skill of historical raconteur. In the words of Marlene Fisher:

Anand’s first novel, then, is at one and the same time a fine piece of creative work in terms of its
own artistic integrity and an indication of it author’s humanistic commitments and future novelistic
directions.

Untouchable is a faithful recordation and a transcription of the pathetic plight of untouchables
who are subjected to immitigable social indignities, “only because of their lowly birth.” Anand depicted
the miserable condition of the small family of Lakha, the jamadar of the sweepers. Anand not only
throws light on their object poverty and suffering but also focuses its attention on their low-caste. As
K.N. Sinha comments:

The novel has a tragic beauty of its own. The will to revolt and the sheer impossibility of
successful doing so under the circumstances constitute the basic tension in the novel. The hero is
simultaneously a rebel and victim. His anguish becomes our sorrow. But Bakha has no tragic status as
scapegoat and a victim, tyrannized by a recalcitrant society. He is the lowest of the lowly whose
destiny does not suffer any appreciable erocion.

Bakhahas to fight the enemies not from within but from without, and he is not as against any
particular individual as against the whole hierarchical stiffness of the social custom. With this sense
of alienation from the conglomerate humanity, he becomes much distressed when he comes to know
that he is ostracized even before he is aware of it. Cleaning three rows of latrines in a single day and
starting his routine work with his father’s cascade of abuses and unconcealed threats are the rituals he
had to undergo umpteen times-
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ABSTRACT
Mulk Raj Anand’s first novel Untouchable is a description of the action packed and ill fated day in the life
Bakha, the protagonist who suffers at the hands of the caste Hindus due to the age old practice of
untouchability. The action of the novel revolves around the poor boy who hails from the sweeper
community. The novel is representative in nature and handless the theme of discrimination based on the
caste system in the Indian context.
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