
INTRODUCTION
Agriculture continues to be the backbone of Indian economy. In India, agriculture provides 54%

employment to rural as well as urban masses. The total share of Agricultural output in terms of per cent
age of Gross Domestic Product was 13.9% during 2013-2014 at 2004- 05 prices. Total estimated
agricultural crop production for the same year was 264.77 Million Tonnes (http://www.pib.nic.in).
After the isolation of the main agricultural product, abundant solid residue is generated. Worldwide,
it is a common practice to dump the residue in garbage houses. The piled up residue starts to decompose
by microbial activity and thus creates nuisance for the society.  Industries use the agricultural residues
for co- generation purpose, but these residues being low calorific value fuels generate smoke and
pollute the surrounding environment.

Burning of the agricultural residues in the agricultural field itself has been a very common
practice throughout the North Indian Agriculture sector. Burning of agricultural residues produces
lethal smoke leading to respiratory diseases.  Recently, National Green Tribunal (NGT) has banned
such burning and declared such practice illegal and fineable (http://www.ngt.nic.in ). In such a
scenario, all the shareholders of the environment have to think of novel and sustainable methods for
utilizing the idle lying underutilized resources of important economic value to India.

Rice, wheat, sugar cane, soybeans, corn, banana, pineapple, bamboo and okra are few examples
of crops that generate considerable amount of residues annually. These residues constitute a major
part of the total annual production of biomass residues and are an important source of long and short
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ABSTRACT
Problem of managing agro- residues complicates the farming economies as well as creates a liability on the
health of environment. Agro-residues are the most abundant and renewable source of cellulose on earth.
Their wide- spread accumulation as landfills every year leads not only to deterioration of the environment,
but also leads to loss of potentially valuable material which can be processed to yield valuable cellulosic
fibers for textile industry. These agricultural residuals have the potential to be used in textile industry
either as natural cellulosic fibers or as regenerated cellulosics. This paper attempts to address the alarming
issue of climate change and India’s stand on it. Possibility of inclusion of agro- residues in Indian textile
industry is being discussed. Simultaneously, the paper also provides an overview of some of the easily
accessible undervalued agro- residues.
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