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ABSTRACT

The study was conducted on the “Socio Economic Status of Women Entrepreneurs in Handloom
Sector”.The Handloom industry in Kerala has a vital role to play in the State economy as well as
in the rural employment generation. The handloom industry suffers technological backwardness,
and its productivity is affected despite strenuous labour input. The entrepreneur weaver is the
central figure of the economic activity and prime mover of development. Women handloom
workers belong to the socio-economically lower class with their low level of education, peculiar
lifestyle, low wages, high physical strain, absence of good living environment and insufficient
nutrient intake. They are exposed to unsatisfactory working environment like- long hours of
sitting before the looms, lack of leisure, difficulty in utilizing medical and other schemes, stress
and strain of work etc. The study is intended (1) to assess the socio economic background of
women handloom entrepreneur’s (2)to identify the constraints encountered by the women
entrepreneur weavers. The sample of the study consisted of 300 entrepreneur weavers belonging
to Handloom Sector (Thiruvananthapuram District-150, Kannur District-150).
Thiruvananthapuram and Kannur Districts of Kerala were purposively selected for conducting
the study since the prominent handloom weaving clusters come under these districts. Majority
of the entrepreneur weavers had poor facilities available at the work place, no leisure time and
low income. Debt, competition with power looms, and non-recognition by the Government
were the common important constraints among Thiruvananthapuram and Kannur entrepreneurs.
Delayed payment of money from the buyers and globalization were the other important
constraints faced by the Thiruvananthapuram entrepreneurs but lack of encouragement and
low profit were the other important constraints faced by Kannur entrepreneurs
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INTRODUCTION

The handloom textile constitutes a timeless facet of the rich cultural heritage of India,
the oldest and biggest cottage industry, constituting a vital sector of village economy, next
only to agriculture. The Handloom industry in Kerala has a vital role to play in the state
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economy as well as in the rural employment generation. This sector provides employment
for about 1.75 lakh people directly or indirectly. In Kerala, this sector is concentrated in
Thiruvananthapuram and Kannur districts and in some parts of Kozhikode, Palakkad, Thrissur,
Ermakulam, Kollam and Kasaragod districts (Economic Review, 2007). The main communities
engaged in weaving are ‘Shaliyas’ and ‘Devanagas’. Traditional handloom industry once
dominated by the Shaliya community, now attracts other communities as a means to
ameliorate poverty. The entrepreneur weaver is the central figure of the economic activity
and prime mover of development. Handloom weavers today are not a happy lot and are
facing a series of problems ranging from unorganized nature of their business to threat from
cheap imports. Entrepreneurs push back factors are indebtedness, inaccessibility of raw
materials and lack of patronage on behalf of government organization. Entrepreneurs,
particularly the less educated ones, also find it more difficult to get financing from banks
because they lack information on how to go about securing a loan.

The handloom industry is thus greatly dominated by uncertainty in many respects. Today,
handloom industries are handicapped by a multitude of problems in connection with their
occupational structure and these lead to under employment, starvation and suicide.

The main objectives of the study are:

1. To study the socio-economic background of the women handloom entrepreneur
weavers

2. To identify the constraints encountered by the entreprencur weavers.

METHODOLOGY

This deals with the methodology employed for the study and are presented under the
following sub headings:-

Research design :
An ex post- facto research design was adopted and used for the present study.

Locale of the study :

The present study was confined to two districts (Kannur and Thiruvananthapuram)
representing North and South parts respectively of Kerala state.

Selection of the sample :
A sample of 150 entrepreneur weavers each from Thiruvananthapuram (TVPM) and
Kannur (KNR) districts were selected as respondents.

Selection of the variables :
The Socio Economic Status scale developed by Trivedi(1963) was suitably modified
and adapted to elicit socio economic background of the respondents.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Socio-economic status of the respondents :
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The socio economic status profile of the respondents does not give a rosy picture.

Age:
The details of the age of the respondents are given in Table 1.

Table 1 : Distribution of the respondents according to age

Age in years TVPM district (Total) KNR district (Total)
18-30 0 0

31-50 84(56) 89(59.3)
Above50 66(44) 61(40.7)
Total 150(100) 150(100)

Figures in parenthesis are the percentages

With respect to age, majority of the respondents from both the districts (56 % in TVPM
district and 59.3 % in KNR district) belonged to 31 — 50 years. Forty four per cent of the
respondents from TVPM district and 40.7 per cent from KNR district were above 50 years.
None of the respondents were below 30 years. Those who were below the age of 30 years
were not found to be involved as entrepreneurs in handloom industry. This is on par with the
report of Textile commity (2004) and Jansirani and Thankamony(2008). Youth participation
is zero. This shows that the younger generation is not interested in entering the handloom
industry. Several factors drive young entrepreneurs away from the sector. Adverse working
conditions, low income and profit, resultant debt traps and health hazards are some among
them.

Majority of the respondents in both the districts belonged to Hindu religion (96 % in
TVPM district and 100 % in KNR district). Cent percent of the respondents from KNR
district were from Shaliya community and only 14.7 per cent of the respondents from TVPM
district were from the same community; but 54.7 per cent of the respondents from TVPM
district were from Ehzava community. In both the districts the respondents resided in rural
areas.

Educational status :

Regarding educational status, 36 per cent respondents in TVPM district and 34.7 per
cent in KNR district had high school education and 27.3 per cent of respondents in TVPM
district and 24 per cent of respondents in KNR district had completed secondary education
(Table 2).

Table 2 : Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status

Sr. . TVPM district KNR district

No. Educational status Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent

1. No schooling 7 4.7 8 53

2. Primary 39 26.0 39 26.0

3. Secondary 41 27.3 36 24.0

4. High School 54 36.0 52 347

5. College and above 9 6.0 15 10.0
Total 150 100 150 100
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Ninety eight per cent of the respondents from TVPM district and 69 per cent of the
respondents from KNR district were from nuclear families. Majority of the respondents
(87.4 per cent in TVPM district and 94.6 per cent in KNR district) were married.

Income of the respondents :

Findings of the study revealed that monthly income of the respondents of TVPM and
KNR districts was low. The results revealed that the monthly income of 49.3 per cent
respondents from TVPM district and 60.7 per cent from KNR district was between the
range of Rs.1001-2000. Around thirty three percent of respondents from TVPM district and
19 per cent of respondents from KNR district had a monthly income in- between the range
0f'Rs.2001-3000. Majority had low income in the range of Rs.1001-2000. Only 9.45 per cent
from TVPM district and 1.3 per cent from KNR district had monthly income above Rs.
4000.

Table 3 : Distribution of the respondents based on monthly income

Monthly TVPM district KNR district Total
income (Rs.) Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent
<1000 8 53 24 16.0 32 10.7
1001- 2000 74 493 91 60.7 165 55.0
2001- 3000 50 333 28 18.7 78 26.0
3001- 4000 4 2.7 5 33 9 3.0
>4000 14 9.4 2 1.3 16 53
150 100 150 100 300 100
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OTvPM
60 - district
50
40

Percentage
w
o
‘

N
o
!

10

<Rs1000 Rs1001-2000 Rs2001-3000 Rs3001- 4000 >Rs4000

Income(Rs)

Fig.1: Distribution of the respondents based on monthly income
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Physical amenities of the respondents :

Physical amenities of the respondents was also medium in both the districts (81.3 % in
TVPM and 82.6 per cent in KNR district) (Table 3).

Majority of their houses were electrified (94.7 % in TVPM district and 91. 3 % in KNR
district). Seventy six per cent of the respondents in TVPM district had drainage facility,
whereas 84 per cent of the respondents had no such facilities in KNR district. Only 20.7 per
cent of the respondents from TVPM district and 55.3 per cent respondents of KNR district
had toilet facilities inside the house. There was no pipe water facility for 78.7 per cent of the
respondents in TVPM district and 83.3 per cent of the respondents in KNR district. It was
found that, in both the districts, (78 % in TVPM district and 78.7 % in KNR district) well
water was the source of drinking water and the distance from source of water to the kitchen
was also below fifty metres for 70.6 per cent of respondents in TVPM district and 76

Table 4 (a) : Distribution of the respondents according to their physical amenities score

Category Score TVPM district KNR district Total

range Frequency Percent  Frequency  Per cent Frequency  Per cent
Low <10 13 8.7 13 8.7 26 8.7
Medium >10- <12 122 81.3 124 82.6 246 82.0
High >13 15 10.0 13 8.7 28 9.3
Total 150 100 150 100 300 100
Mean: 10.78 S.D:1.73

Table 4 (b) : Distribution of the respondents according to their physical amenities

Sr. Physical amenities Available TVPM district ~ KNR district

No.

1. House electrified Yes 142 (94.7) 137 (91.3)
No 8(5.3) 13 (8.7)

2. Availability of pipe water Yes 32(21.3) 25(16.7)
No 118(78.7) 125(83.3)

3. Availability of drainage facility Yes 114( 76.0) 24(16.0)
No 36(24.0) 126(84.0)

4. Toilet facilities inside the house Yes 31(20.7) 83(55.3)
No 119(79.3) 67(44.7)

5. Source of drinking water Tap 24(16.0) 25(16.7)
Well 117(78.0) 118(78.7)
Community well 1(0.7) 7(4.6)
Community tap 8(5.3) 0(0)

6. Distance from the source of water <50 106(70.6) 114(76.0)

to the kitchen (mts) 51- 100 36(24.0) 31(20.7)

101-150 4(2.7) 5(3.3)
151-200 4(2.7) 0(0)

7. Type of fuel used Firewood 85(56.6) 123(82.0)
Gas 61(40.7) 17(11.3)
Kerosene 4(2.7) 10(6.7)

Figures in parenthesis are the percentages
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percent in KNR district. Firewood was the main fuel used by the respondents (56.6 % in
TVPM district and 82 % in KNR district) for their cooking purposes. But in TVPM district
cooking gas was used by 40.7 per cent of the respondents.

In both the districts, majority (47.3 % in TVPM district and 60.7 % in KNR district) of
the respondents had tiled roof; 74 per cent of respondents in TVPM district and 87.3 per
cent in KNR district had cement flooring; 93.3 per cent of respondents in TVPM district
and 84 per cent in KNR district had cement walls. Around 37 per cent of respondents in
TVPM district and 28.7 per cent in KNR district had two rooms and 30 per cent of respondents
in TVPM district and 57.3 per cent of respondents in KNR district had three rooms. All the
respondents possessed houses of their own.

Physical amenities, mass media contact, cosmopoliteness and health status were found
to be medium only among the respondents in both the districts. The physical amenities also
were found to be medium only. The physical amenities of the enterprises will improve only
if the income increases, since physical amenities are directly proportional to the income of
the respondents. With income being low; the respondents of this study are not in a position
to think of investing money for the improvement of their physical amenities.

Land holding :

Regarding the possession of land it was found that majority (66 % in TVPM district and
72.7 % in KNR district) had land below ten cents. With regard to land holding, all the
respondents were found to possess land, but less than five cents. Although they all possessed
houses, majority had three or less than three rooms in their houses (Table 5).

Table S : Distribution of the respondents according to their possession of land holding

Land holding in TVPM district KNR district Total

(Cents) Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent
1-5 54 36.0 47 313 101 33.7
6-10 45 30.0 62 414 107 35.7
11-15 25 16.7 31 20.7 56 18.7
16-20 8 53 2 1.3 10 33
Above 20 18 12.0 8 53 26 8.6
Total 150 100 150 100 300 100

Social participation of the respondents :

Social participation was found to be low and land holding were less.

With regard to the social participation 34 per cent of respondents in TVPM district and
1.3 per cent of respondents in KNR district had no membership in any association. 31.3 per
cent of respondents in TVPM district had low social participation, and 40.7 per cent of
respondents in KNR district had medium social participation score.

Cosmopoliteness of the respondents :

With regard to cosmopoliteness, it was seen that majority of the respondents had medium
score of cosmopoliteness (65.3 % in TVPM district and 84.6 % in KNR district). TVPM
being the capital city provides more opportunities for social participation and this may be the
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Table 6 : Distribution of the respondents according to their social participation

TVPM district KNR district Total

Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent
No membership 51 34.0 2 01.3 53 17.7
Low 47 313 39 26.0 86 28.7
Medium 42 28.0 61 40.7 103 343
High 10 06.7 48 32.0 58 19.3
Total 150 100 150 100 300 100
Mean: 3.163 S.D:2.438

Table 7 : Distribution of the respondents based on Cosmopoliteness

Category Score TVPM district KNR district Total

Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent
Low <4 6 4.0 4 2.7 10 33
Medium >4 <6 98 65.3 127 84.6 225 75.0
High >6 46 30.7 19 12.7 65 21.7
Total 150 100 150 100 300 100
Mean: 4.89 S.D: 0.816

reason for this variance in the cosmopoliteness of the two groups. These independent
entrepreneur respondents have to be identified and included in groups and made use of more
effectively. As state earlier, majority of the respondents being individual entrepreneurs are
not members of any society, their cosmopoliteness and social participation are bound to
suffer. Unless they come out of the cocoon there cannot be any elevation in their status.

Mass media contact of the respondents :

The results revealed that majority (67.3 %) of the respondents in TVPM district had
medium mass media contact; whereas 48 per cent of respondents in KNR district had
medium mass media contact followed by 46.7 per cent in high category.

Table 8 : Distribution of the respondents according to their mass media contact

Category Score TVPM district KNR district Total

range Frequency  Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency  Per cent
Low <10 37 24.7 8 53 45 15.0
Medium >10- <16 101 67.3 72 48.0 173 57.7
High >16 12 8 70 46.7 82 273
Total 150 100 150 100 300 100

Indebtedness of the respondents :

Regarding indebtedness, 49.3 per cent of the respondents in KNR district and 18 per
cent of the respondents in TVPM district had no debt. 26 per cent of the respondents from
TVPM district and four per cent from KNR district had debt above one lakh.

It was found that 80 per cent of the respondents of TVPM district and 64 per cent of
KNR district gained no profit from their enterprises. Majority of the respondents had either
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no profit or negligible profit. If at all they had any profit, they utilized it for their daily needs,
welfare of the family, education of their children, marriage of their children and maintaining
the enterprise. One of the highlights of the study is that the respondents in TVPM district
seemed to have more debts than the respondents in KNR district. The income being low, the
respondents’ indebtedness was high. This may be because they run the enterprise by
themselves as individual entities, and not as members of any society run enterprise. Two
third of the respondents (in the two district together) had debts leaving only 33.7 per cent
free from its clutches. Fifteen per cent had heavy debts amounting to more than one lakh
rupees.

Table 9 : Details of the respondents based on their indebtedness

Sr. No. Debt (Amount)(Rs.) TVPM district KNR district Total
1. No debt 27 (18.0) 74 (49.3) 101 (33.7)
2. Debt up to 5000 18 (12.0) 20 (13.3) 38 (12.7)
3. 5001-10,000 17 (11.3) 08 (54) 25(8.3)
4. 10,001-25,000 10 (6.7) 06 (04.0) 16 (5.3)
5. 25,001-50,000 29 (19.3) 16 (10.7) 45 (15.0)
6. 50,001-1,00,000 10 (6.7) 20 (13.3) 30 (10.0)
7. Above 1,00,000 39 (26.0) 06 (4.0) 45 (15.0)
Total 150 (100) 150 (100) 300 (100)

Figures in parenthesis denote the percentages

Health status :

When the health status of respondents was studied, majority were found to have average
health in both the districts (51.3 % in TVPM district and 52 per cent in KNR district). It was
found that while 46 per cent of the respondents from TVPM district had poor health status
only 22.7 per cent in KNR district had poor health. 60.9 per cent of the respondents from
TVPM district and 82.4 per cent from KNR district had severe respiratory problems. The
respondents from TVPM district were found to suffer from problems of allergy (49.3 %)
followed by eye problems (46.4 %) and back pain (46.4 %). In KNR district, 73.5 per cent
of respondents were found to have allergic problems followed by back pain (70.6 %) and
eye problems (53 %).

Table 10 : Distribution of the respondents according to their health status

TVPM district KNR district Total
Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent
Poor 69 46.0 34 22.7 103 343
Average 77 51.3 78 52.0 155 51.7
Good 4 2.7 38 253 42 14
150 100 150 100 300 100

Other constraints :
Working conditions were observed to be rather pathetic. The sheds accommodate 8 —
10 looms, placed extremely close to one another. Most of the sheds are open, with unfinished
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floors, roofs, thatches which are low with tin sheets, crammed with pit looms and without
proper lighting.

Shifting of handloom to power loom /Competition with power loom was ranked as the
first constraint among the respondents of TVPM district and fourth among the respondents
of KNR district. The power loom products are cheap when compared with handloom
products and the buyers would go naturally for the cheaper power loom products.

Non recognition by the Government was ranked as the first overall constraint and the
lack of encouragement from the Government was the third overall constraint felt by the
respondents in KNR district, since these respondents are not covered by any scheme of the
government. Delayed payment of money from the buyers was ranked second among the
respondents of TVPM district. This problem is mainly felt because of their low income
levels. Debt was also found to be an important the constraint among the respondents. Debt
is a hindrance to the successful running of any enterprise, especially to women.

Thus when an entrepreneur has better facilities, he will be able to concentrate on his
enterprise and he may strive to become a successful entrepreneur.
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Fig.2 : Distribution of respondent based on social participation
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Fig.3: Distribution of respondent according to their health status

Conclusion ;
Based on the findings, it is suggested that viable techniques may be evolved which will
motivate these entrepreneurs to become successful entrepreneurs.

Observations made in the study :

— The traditional weaver community is not active in the field in Thiruvananthapuram
district. All castes and communities are involved in weaving activities. This diversity in castes
practicing weaving can perhaps be attributed to the fact that weaving is promoted as an
income-generating activity.

— Working conditions are pathetic. The sheds accommodate 8 — 10 looms, placed
extremely close to one another. Most of the sheds are open, with unfinished floors, low
roofs, thatches, tin sheets, cramped with pit looms and without proper lighting.

— In winding section the workers are found to be sitting on damp and wet ground.

— Most of the sheds are not using artificial lamps for better light.

— Improper maintenance of equipment demands high strained energy and long hours
for completing the work.

—The younger generation was not interested in entering the handloom industry.
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