
INTRODUCTION

Migration is a complex process and closely interlinked to economic and social factors.
Migration from rural areas is not a new phenomenon in India. It is gaining more significance
year after year. The growing part of the migration, taking place is seasonal and cyclical in
nature. According to the migration studies, largely, it is closely associated with the two basic
arguments, i.e., ‘push factors’ where people are compelled to migrate due to development-
driven factors and/ or distress-driven factors. Otherwise, on the other hand, ‘pull-factors’
where people is primarily motivated by better employment opportunities, higher wages, good
quality education and health condition and better living condition at the destinations area.
Therefore, both the factors are responsible to force the large numbers of the poor in labor
and farming communities to migrate from their less endowed origin areas to the well-endowed
far off places in search of the employment. Undoubtedly, there is growth in the rural-urban
migration in the developing countries. The rural people are migrating in large numbers in
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search of the better employment outside the agriculture sector (Ahamad et al., 2011; Korra,
2010). The district like Ranchi (Jharkhand) that dominated with the rural population has near
absolute dependency on agriculture and almost non-existence of other significant sources of
employment. Consequently, rural-urban migration on temporary and voluntary basis frequently
occurs in pursuit of employment due to seasonal unemployment during the lean period from
January to June months. The reason behind the lean agricultural season are, the lack of
proper irrigation facilities that leave the rural poor people with no livelihood option for almost
six months throughout the year. To reduce the risk exhaled from the income fluctuations
caused by seasonal unemployment, the breadwinner of many households temporarily migrate
to outside of their usual working areas to diversified labor intensive sectors of urban areas to
smoothen the income flow of the households. Usually, the internal migrants are unskilled and
semi-skilled workers from the lower income groups who could be able to improve their
income position or income scale after the migration (Korra, 2010). Dashingkar (2010) defined
the seasonal out-migration as a temporary move from the residence and followed by return
back, for the purpose of employment. His study reveals that some of the migrant households
barely manage to raise themselves above existing survival levels, while others accumulate
wealth overtime. In this context, the present paper grounded on the field experience, deals
with some of the important migration issue as mentioned above by analyzing the nature and
characteristics of seasonal out-migrants households of the study area.

Literature review :
Migration is opting as a livelihood strategy or a survival strategy by the poor for the

economic reasons. Moreover, especially the short-duration seasonal out-migration opted by
the chronic poor as a survival strategy. The official data of NSS (National Sample Survey –
64th round/ 2007-08) based on the migration clearly shows that around 28.5 percent of the
total populations are migrants; it includes both men and women where there is predominance
of female migration due to the reasons of Indian exogamous marriages. According to Srivastava
(2011) the re-tabulation of the NSS 2007-08 without marriage- related migration shows
around 59.1 percent migrants whereas around 40.9 percent are female. Further looking into
the proportion of employment oriented migration the male forms about 49.55 percent and
female forms only about 5.1 percent. It has been obvious that while excluding marriage
related migration, the internal migration in India is comparatively more of employment oriented,
male oriented and of long distances.  Moreover, to substantiate this male migration databased
on census, 2001 is higher in inter-district and inter-state with 26.7 percent and 21.1 percent
respectively in comparison to the female proportion, which is 23 percent in inter-district, and
10.1 percent in the inter-state.

The migrants characterized by the economic and social diversity traversing socio-
economic variables as caste, landholdings size, age, education, sex, family size and composition,
activity, consumption levels and more. The National Commission for Rural Labour (NCRL)
Report, 1991 characterized the seasonal migrants. According to the study, the laborers and
farmers with little or no land have the highest inclination to migrate as seasonal laborers. In
addition, interms of education it is highest between both the educated and the least educated,
however there is highest prevalence of illiterates among the seasonal migrants. Although the
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differences between the social groups or caste groups are not significant, but the Scheduled
Tribe (ST) and Scheduled Caste (SC) migrants are more often involved in the short-term
migration (NSS, 2010). Since migration requires a minimum critical amount of resources and
networks, people without these or with the less possession of resources are less likely to
migrate. So the general pattern and the characteristics of seasonally migrant labour that who
belongs to the most poorer groups and deprived sections of society such as SC, ST and OBC
having low - level  education, less land and from the remote rural areas more likely to
engaged in casual work. Migrants from the ST group are especially involved in short-term
migration. Around 18.6 percent of such migrants were short duration compared with only 6
percent of long-term migrants. Similarly, SC group also has higher proportion of short duration
migrants. It is seen that the seasonal migrants migrate alone (male only, female only, or child
only) or often in family units (husbands, wife, and children). Moreover, when migration takes
place each part of the family unit, excluding infants, contributes to family subsistence in one
way or the other in work or as part of the household ‘care’ economy. The prime working
ages of the seasonal migrants are about 15 to 45 years or can said that falls in the young age
group. Half of them were in the age group of 15 to 29 years and more than quarter falls in
the age group of 30 to 44 years. Since these migrants come from the poorest and economically
the most vulnerable sections of the working population, their own human capital such as
educational attainment is nil or negligible with around 52 percent those were either illiterate
or had not even completed primary education and 55.4 percent were casual workers.  In
addition, the period for which they are away from their source places estimated by NSS for
nearly 12.24 million people stayed away from their Usual Place of residence (UPR) for
work/ seeking work for a period that was between 2 and 6 months. Therefore, going with
the general pattern of short-term migration or seasonal migration the study of NSS 64th

Round clearly shows an increase in short-duration out-migration. It estimated that 15.2 million
short-duration out-migrants, of whom 12.9 million (85.1 percent) were male, and 13.9 million
(71 percent) were rural out-migrants. Overall out-migration rate was 1.33 whereas 1.72 for
rural and 0.4 for urban areas. Study clearly says that most migrants were from rural areas;
more than 2/3rd migrated to urban areas and mainly to the more distant urban destinations.
Around 36.4 percent of the out-migrants went to urban areas in the other states whereas
around 45.1 percent went to other state and around 22.1 percent went to urban areas in
other districts. Talking about the inter-state migration that is more among the males (47.9
percent) compared to females (27.5 percent). It could be due to the labour market availability
as it  predominated by male oriented labour market as the out-migrants constituted 36.2
percent of those employed in the construction industry, followed by agriculture with 20.4
percent and manufacturing with 15.9 percent and the other major industries were trade and
transport. The economic status as measured below interms of per capita consumption quintiles
that shows the short-duration migrants are predominate in the lower quintiles just as long-
term out-migrants predominant in the higher quintiles. According to the NSS data the
percentage of short-duration out-migrants in the lowest two quintiles was about 54 percent,
whereas 57 percent of the long term migrants were in the highest two quintiles. In the same
line of thoughts, the state level pattern of short duration migration shows the seasonal and
short-duration out-migration is high in various contexts, probably determined by uneven
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development within states, across states and across sectors. Different study shows the
male out-migration is the highest in Bihar and Jharkhand, followed by Gujarat (high-income
state), Madhya Pradesh, and West Bengal (middle-income states). The rate of female out-
migration is the highest in Gujarat followed by Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra. Whereas the NSS 2007-08 data shows that in the state like
Bihar and Jharkhand the female short-duration out-migration of female is low. In Bihar out
of total male and female per thousand, 57 are male and only 1 is female whereas in Jharkhand
total male and female per thousand 46 are male and only 6 are female migrants. If we see,
the number in all India level, the male short-duration out-migrants are 28 and female is about
five per thousands.

The effect of out-migration on source areas and in the migrant households is multiple.
The direct contribution of the out-migration is through the income of migrants workers that
depends on the condition of the migrants and the nature of migration, and could also contribute
to the savings and accumulations. The NSS survey on migration and consumption and
employment /unemployment helps to get atleast some evidence of remittances brought in by
the migrants. It estimated that in 1992-93, 89 percent of permanent out-migrants sent
remittances. Several empirical studies show that most of seasonal migrants remits or bring
home savings out of migrant income. NSS 64th Round provides an estimation of frequency
of remittances and the use to which they put and this clearly show that in regional
disaggregation of remittances by the internal migrants that this is higher in some of the
poorer and heavily out-migrating states such as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa. The
percentage of all rural households receiving remittances in these states is about 18.6 percent
in Bihar, 16.3 percent in Uttar Pradesh and 14.6 percent in Orissa respectively. The use of
remittances is various, and they usually distribute to address a hierarchy of needs. The NSS
64th Round provides information on the use of remittances. This was for all the households,
in rural and urban areas taken together, the highest percentage of household reported
expenditure on food with about 75 percent, followed by essential consumptions about 45.1
percent, health around 37.4 percent, on education 31 percent households and on household-
durable related expenditures around 20.1 percent households. Apart from these the other
expenditures of these remittances are on debt servicing of about 10.2 percent, improvement
in housing around 8.7 percent households, savings/ investment about 6.4 percent and the
expenditures on working capital which is about 1.1 percent households. According to the
study the lowest deciles households usually expense on the food and followed by the other
consumptions and education. Migration may have varied intra-households impacts either
when one member of family migrates alone, or even when family members migrate together
seasonally in the line of multiple factors set in the social structure.

METHODOLOGY
Objective:

The research paper mainly focuses on the migrant families from the tribal dominated
population residing in the area i.e. rural village and peri-urban area of the chronically poor
blocks of Ranchi district, Jharkhand. The purpose is to study the contextual factors of the
seasonal out-migration area through understanding the socio-economic characteristics of
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the migrant households in the rural areas of Ranchi District.

Methodology:
It is an exploratory study. The respondents for the study were selected by the ‘purposive

sampling’. The study sample size are 100 respondents from four villages of Mandar block of
the Ranchi district (Jharkhand) including peri-urban and the rural areas. The primary
respondents at the household level would be the left-behinds, non-migrants and commuter
women, children, elderly and men. The key respondents could be the PRI representatives,
health functionaries – Auxiliary Nurse Midwifery (ANMs), Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHA), Doctors, and block level personnel. Moreover, for the group discussion the member
of Village Health Sanitation & Nutrition Committees (VHSNC), Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRI) members and the local residents has decided for the interview. Apart from the method,
the study was also dependent on the secondary data of different survey reports. For the data
analysis, both quantitative and qualitative techniques were used. Data Sources: Fieldwork
based data collection and survey reports.

Profile of the village :
The socio-economic contextual understanding of the study area is the main thrust of

this section to acquaint with an overview of the study village. The study village Bobro is
located in Mandar block of Ranchi District of Jharkhand. The village is consisting of 207
households with the total population of 1111 of which 558 are male and 553 females. The
village economy mainly depends on agriculture. The village has rain fed agriculture by nature
where the farmers depend on rainfall for the crop cultivations. The village has total of 49.56
hectares of land out of which 14.28 hectares are irrigated land counted for both Kharif and
Rabi cultivation season. The farmers of the village mostly grow Kharif crops such as paddy
and Rabi crops such as wheat and vegetables. Apart from the intensified rice and wheat
cultivation, people in the area also inclined towards the cash crop cultivation. It is possible
due to the awareness that had created since a 60’s. The villagers experimented with the
commercially valuable vegetables such as potatoes, tomatoes, seasonal vegetables such as
pea, cauliflower, cabbage etc. alongside with the kitchen vegetables for their own uses.
Moreover, it has been observed that in the recent time, most of the village good quality of
irrigated tanr and bari land is planted with wheat, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, pea,
varieties of beans, okra, maize, aubergines, variety of gourds, pumpkins, radishes, onions,
chilli, garlic and pulses. As told by the villagers, the best fields are usually planted with the
improved varieties of wheat and vegetables that are well supervised and heavily fertilized
with farmyard manure, compost and increasingly chemical fertilizers. The agriculture wages
were for Rs. 150 for men and Rs. 70 for women laborers. The main credit supply sources
are formal institutions like Grameen bank in the nearby Narkopi. However, people usually do
not have an access to such credit facilities due to the unavailability of credit and discomfort
to availing such formalities. Apart from this, informal sources of credit are also widespread
and include moneylenders, traders, migration agent (sardar), friends, and relatives. The
important feature of the village economy is that works availability is only for a few months
i.e. mid July to mid January/ February. Rest of the six months villagers either migrate to the
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other cities or commute to the nearby places. Only few families either from the large farmers’
households or medium farmers having small family size is tend to stay back at the village.
Thus, in the reported year around 26 percent households migrated from the village to various
destinations such as Kerala, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh etc.

Basic amentities and infrastructure of the baseline villages :
The surveyed village also reflected of infrastructural development of the Mandar block

through the availability of the basic amenities and the facilities or services such as the status
of the drinking water facility, electricity or power supply and the roads etc. Even the availability
of the schools and the banking services in the locality shows the varied picture. The data on
the schools in the vicinity reflects that there are no government pre-primary schools in the
Mandar block. Out of four surveyed villages only Murma village have one private pre-
primary school. All total there are five private pre-primary schools in the Mandar block. The
nearest pre-primary schools in all the four villages are the private in nature that is around 5-
10 km distant from the villages. Only in Katchancho village, this facility is available within
the 5 km. There are no government primary schools in all the three villages except the
Bobro village. Nevertheless, there are two private primary schools available in Katchancho
village and rest of the three villages does not have any private primary schools. In such case,
only Bobro have the nearest private primary schools at the distance of less than 5 km from
the village. The status of the government middle school is also the same. It is only available
in the two villages namely Katchancho and Murma. There are two government middle
schools in the Katchancho village and one is available in the Murma village. Rest two
villages do not have any government as well as private middle schools. In such case, the
nearest facility available is within 5 km from the village. The government secondary school
is only available in the Murma village whereas the other three villages do not have any govt.
secondary schools in their vicinity. There are no private secondary schools in the locality and
not even in the Murma village. The nearest government secondary school is present in the
three villages namely Bobro, Deuri Alias Dongatoli and Katchancho is less than 5 km
away and only Murma village distance is more than 5- 10 km from the village. The status of
government senior secondary is also similar where it is only available in the Murma village
whereas the other three villages do not have this facility in their vicinity. There are no private
senior secondary schools in the surveyed villages. The nearest facility is available in all the
three villages namely Bobro, Deuri Alias Dongatoli and Katchancho except the Murma
village and it is present at the distance of more than 10 km except the Katchancho village
where the distance is about 5-10 km from the village. Apart from the schoolings facility there
are no government as well as private colleges in the surveyed villages. However, the nearest
government college is available in the Sosai village. Only Mandar has its college in the
Mandar Head Quarter within the distance of 5-10 km whereas the Bobro and the Deuri
Alias Dongatoli the facility is available at the distance of less than 5 km.

The status of the health facility infrastructure surveyed under these four villages. The
data shows that there is no Community Health Centres (CHC) in any of the surveyed
villages. The facility is available in more than 10 km away from these villages. There is no
Primary Health Centres (PHC) in any of the four villages except the facility available within
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the distance of less than 5 km in Katchancho. Whereas, the rest of the villages has to avail
this services by covering more than 10 km distance from the village. The sub-health centres,
MCHWC and T.B centre is available only in the Katchancho village and rest of the three
villages does not have any of these. The Centre recruited with the one doctor in MCHWC,
1 doctor in T.B clinics along with the 2 Tuberculosis (Para-medical staff.  There is one
allopathic hospital with one doctor and one Para-medical staff. However, rest of the other
villages has to avail these services at the distance of more than 10 km from the respective
villages. There is an only one alternative medicine hospital with one doctor and one staff and
for this service; the other villages have to cover around more than 10 km to get an access to
it. There is one dispensary in the Katchancho village with one doctor and one Para-staff.
There are no veterinary hospitals near the four surveyed villages and it is available at the
distance of more than 10 km from the villages. There are no mobile health clinics available in
any of the villages. The three villages namely Bobro, Deuri Alias Dongatoli and Katchancho
have to avail it from the distance of more than 10 km away from the village and only Murma
have this facility within the distance of 5-10 km. In Katchancho village there is family
welfare committee available, rest three villages do not have this facility. They have one
doctor along with a Para-medical staff for this committee. There are two Non-government
facilities medical practitioner with the other degree (not MBBS), and two medicine shops of
this non-governmental medical facility is available in the Murma village.

The basic amenities of the four villages surveyed to understand the situation of the area
and its available facilities to get the developmental idea of these areas. It has found that
under the drinking water facility there is no tap water treated in any of the four villages.
There are no covered wells as well instead having uncovered well in all the four surveyed
villages. The status of this source is that it does not functioning throughout the year in all the
three villages except in the Murma village where it is also in the condition of functioning
during the summer months (April-September). The hand pump is available in all the four
villages for the drinking water purpose and it is functioning throughout the year including in
the summer months (April-September) except in the Murma village. There are no tube
wells or borehole in any of the study village. Moreover, found that there is no springs in any
of the villages instead there is one river South Koel in the village namely Deuri Alias
Dongatoli and in Bobro village and rest of the two study village have no such water sources.
However, these water bodies do not function throughout the year especially during the summer
months (April-September). It has found that there is pond in all the three villages except the
Murma village. Nevertheless, it is not functioning throughout the year especially during the
summer season.

The other facility that shows the living condition of any village is through the drainage
system of any vicinity. It has found that there is no closed drainage in any of the surveyed
villages as well as there is not even the facility of open drainage system. So as a result, all the
drain water is discharge directly into the potholes and the depressions. It is more evident
during the rainy season. Any of the four villages is not cover under the total sanitation
campaign. Therefore, there is no community toilet complex (including nor excluding bathroom)
for the public. It has also found that there are no facilities available for the rural production
centres or sanitary hardware availability near the village in all the three villages except
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Katchancho village.
Other than the basic amenities the other services important for the daily uses of general

village dwellers to make life easier is also comes under the indicator of the development. So
the facilities like the availability of the Post office is lacking in the two of the study village
namely Bobro and Deuri Alias Dongatoli except the Katchancho and Murma village. So
the distance of these services is almost more than 10 Km from the Bobro village and about
5-10 Km from the Deuri Alias Dongatoli village. There is no post and telegraph office in
the three villages except in the Katchancho village and it is about less than 5 km away from
the Murma village, 5-10 km away from the Deuri Alias Dongatoli and more than 10 km
from the Bobro village. The mobile phone coverage is available in all the four study villages.

The status of the public or private transport is not well in the study areas. It has found
that there are no public bus services in the three villages namely Bobro, Deuri Alias
Dongatoli and Katchancho except the Bobro village. In addition, in such condition the
people have to access it from more than 10 km distance. Moreover, there are private bus
services available in only the two villages namely Murma and Katchancho village. There is
no railway station in the village except the Bobro village where the distance of the railway is
less than 5 km and rest of the villages have to cover more than 10 km distance to avail these
services. However, it has found that every village has the facility of the auto-rickshaw or the
modified auto-rickshaws.

There are availability of tractors in all the four villages and cart is driven by the animals
is only available in the Murma village.

The national highway is available in only the two villages namely Katchancho and
Murma village and rest of the two villages i.e. Bobro and Deuri Alias Dongatoli has to
cover more than 10 km to get in touch with the national highway. The state highway passes
only through the Murma village. The major district roads are available only in the two villages
namely Katchancho and Murma village.

The black topped (pucca) road is available in all the four surveyed villages and there
are gravel (kuchha) roads within the villages. The water-bounded macadam is present in all
the four villages. These are all weather roads. There are footpaths in all the villages.

It has found that there are no navigable waterways in any of the four villages and the
village has to cover the distance of more than 10 km to avail these services except to the
Murma village where the distance is within 5-10 km.

Survey revealed that there are no banking services available in the four surveyed villages.
There are no ATM services nearby to the villages and only Murma village has an access to
the nearest ATM at the distance of 5-10 km. There are no commercial banks, the two
villages namely Bobro and Katchancho have this service at more than 10 km distance and
the Deuri Alias Dongatoli, and Murma has to cover the distance of 5-10 km. There are no
agricultural credit societies available in any of the study villages and have to cover the
distance of more than 10 km from the respective villages. Moreover, it has found that there
are no Self-help groups available in any of the study villages where they can access the
micro credits for the financial needs.

Other important village services like Public distribution services shops is very crucial
elements for any village. It has found that there is no PDS shops in the study villages and the
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facility is available within 5-10 km of the Bobro and Deuri Alias Dongatoli whereas the
Katchancho and Murma has to cover less than 5 km distance.

The availability of the Mandis/ Regular market is not available in the four surveyed
villages. It is available in more than 10 km distance away from all the three villages except
the Murma village that has this facility within less than 5-10 km distance. The weekly haat
(local market) is not available to any of the village and villagers have to go more than 10 km
away to avail this service. There is no agricultural marketing society in any of the study
villages except the Murma where it is available within 5-10 km. Rest has to cover more than
10 km distance to avail this service.

The health services to any of the villages are very important indicators to measure the
coverage of the health issues of the locality. It has found that the nutritional centres –ICDS
are not available in any of the four surveyed villages and they avail this at less than 5 km
distance from the respective villages. The Anganwadi centres are available in almost all the
study villages. There is availability of Sahiya (ASHA) in every study villages.

There is assembly polling station in the four surveyed villages. However, there is no
Birth and Death registration office in the Bobro and Deuri Alias Dongatoli village, whereas
the Katchancho and Murma have it. To avail this service the distance is less than 5 km
from the Bobro village and within 5-10 km from the Deuri Alias Dongatoli.

The power supply for the domestic as well as for the agricultural usage is available in all
the villages but the condition of the power supply is not in a good phase. Because there is no
power supply for the commercial in all the three villages, except in the Murma village. The
power supply for commercial purpose is available for 10 hours per day throughout the year
for the in the Murma village. It is including the summer season (April-September) and in the
winter season (October-March).

After getting the whole picture of the socio-economic context of the four survey villages,
it has found that the basic amenities and the available services are not upto the standard. The
Villages have to cover long distances to fulfill the daily requirements. Therefore, it is very
much evident that the services and facilities in the four surveyed villages are very poor.
Based on this information the researcher will discuss the agriculture pattern of these survey
villages of the Mandar block to gain an understanding of the agriculture economy of the
study villages to enhance the greater clarity about the migrants’ economy.

Migration status of the study area :
Seasonal out-migration :

Migration has adopted as one of the chief income and livelihood activity within the

Table 1 : Total migrants households in the baseline villages of Mandar block
Sr. No. Block/Village Total households Total out- Migrant households

Mandar block total 22811 100%

1. Bobro 207  46 (22%)

2. Deuri Alias Dongatoli 85 53 (62%)

3. Katchancho 558 56 (10%)

4. Murma 462 65 (14%)
(Source: Primary Data)
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study village. It has found that the seasonal out-migration is higher in the remotest villages
having higher proportion of the tribal population. However, the proportions of the seasonal
out-migrants are low in the peri-urban villages.

Out-migration is taken up by majority of the household to secure their cash and food
needs. In the study village migration occurs in two phases once in rural-rural migration for
food grains (agriculture season) and second, rural-urban migration for cash income (lean
season). First phase of migration provide households with food grains along with some cash
income that strengthening their household food reserve. Second phase of migration provides
with cash income, which later translated to food items or invested in food production and for
the human capital enhancements like education etc. Men make migration for income and
food generation only, while women stay back at the village. It has also found that the women
mostly indulged in the first phase of the migration i.e. rural-rural migration in the lean season
during the absence of their male members in the households. They opt this as a coping
strategy to deal with the immediate financial crunch. Maintenance of household food reserve
and requirements ensured even during the dry period through frequent remittances send
back by migrants or small consumption loans, which repaid by the family once remittance is
received.

Different trends of migration in the study areas have observed. The common trends
found in both the remote and peri-urban areas where mostly taken up migration for food
grains as well as cash income. While men migrate every year to support the food and cash
needs of the family, women, children and elderly members stay back at the village. Male
migration extends from 3 to 6 months in a year mostly in the lean season of the agriculture.
However, there were slightly different motives found behind the migration in the remote
rural areas and the peri-urban areas like in the remote villages’ migration as agriculture
labour is readily taken up by men to secure grain for household food reserve. Women do not
participate in migration along with men due to their familial obligations. Migration for the
cash income is taken up at times of financial emergency to avoid counting on the grain
reserve for liquid money. Whereas, in the peri-urban areas mostly found that take up migration
during agriculture season as well as lean season, usually male members migrate (two, three,
or even more than three members from same family) for work, and the women participation
in migration is low. Period of male migration varies from 6-8 months in a year.

In the study areas, there was a considerable increase and improvements in means of
communication, transports, literacy among the labor forces and increased level of information
and awareness, and hence, migrants especially, from the surveyed villages have begun to go
as far as to the south and northeast states. The migration was definitely of a temporary
nature in the earlier periods. Single male migrants were more likely to return to their native
village. Despite these changes, the pattern of migration still male dominant and semi-
permanent.

Migration and income disposal:
The study villages both in remote and peri-urban villages do not have any sustainable

source of income generation and income flow within the household varies across different
season. Regular cash flow is maintained through a combination of different income generation
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activities such as agriculture and migration throughout the year to envelope different
expenditure needs. In the remote villages, it has observed that the major share of income is
disposed on procurement of food grains and other food items throughout the year. Second,
most area for the income disposal is credit repayment followed with investment on agriculture,
health care, livestock (rearing as well as procurement) and other basic necessities of life.
While, in the peri-urban areas, the income generation through the second phase of migration
is put to multiple usage slightly more in education, in comparison to the remote villages.
Income generated through the women labour during the period of staying back used for
procuring food from market and/ or PDS1   and other minor expenditures related to goods
and services of daily usage. After meeting up all the needs and expenses, the remaining
amount are used for the cultivation during next agriculture season.

DISCUSSIONAND CONCLUSION

The prime focus of the study was to examine the seasonal out-migrants characteristics,
availability and accessibility of the basic amenities and the migration of the study areas. The
study witnessed and out-migration which is largely short term and seasonal in nature. The
major findings of the study areas are indicating towards the underlying problem of the ‘spatial
poverty traps’ of the regions in both the remote rural as well as the peri-urban areas that are
having frictional distance and location disadvantages and can include low and high potential
environment. It has found that the costs of centrally supplied infrastructure and services are
higher for the residents and hence, they have limited accessibility to these public services
including the health services. The area has the poor infrastructure because of high
infrastructure costs that leads to poor quality or absent of provision. For example, poor road
and no low transportation both public and private, leads to high transportation costs. The
peri-urban villages has slightly better accessibility to the health services due to the proximity
to the block headquarters and due to ribbon developments but the scenario is not much
different from the remote rural areas. The institutions including the market are weak in the
study villages with the low economic diversity and lack of growth. It could be the impact of
dependency on agriculture that is low return and lowest wage sectors. In the study area the
wage labor availability is very low and therefore, out-migration or commuting is very much
prevalent as a ‘solutions’, but usually seen into low-skill or return and insecure occupations.
This leads to the low wage earnings and as a result leads to the few accumulation or expansion
possibilities that owing to low demand. This ends up into the few opportunities to argue for
skill enhancement, savings and credit availability and hence, create risks for the higher
investments. Other than economic repercussions, the residual populations are depending on
the extent to which women’s role in labor market rigidities; male migration can damage
agriculture production and well-being with their absence.

The large proportion of the migrant households are spending all their remittances or
earnings on consumptions especially on foods, repayment of debt taken for agriculture or
children’s education etc., and therefore there is little surplus left for investment in other
productive activities. These could be few of the reasons, why migration takes place from the

1 PDS: Public Distribution Service
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study area. Villagers migrate every year during the lean agricultural period and return before
the monsoon (Kharif) season starts, and the cycle continues year after years. Thus, it
creates a vicious cycle where they travel from rural to the urban areas repeatedly and
unable to accumulate or come out from the circle due to the distress condition in local
agriculture and the labor market. This clearly says that unless and until the improvement in
their economic status and resources, agriculture, becomes productive and feasible, the
migrations are never going to end in the study area.
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