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ABSTRACT

Marriage is a very important social institution. The parameters considered for marriage are
basic to make a marriage successful. Present study was undertaken to assess the perception of
University students towards the suitable age of the marriage, desirable characteristics of the
life partner and the preference towards different types of marriage. The study was conducted in
five major universities of Bhubaneswar from where equal numbers of male and female students
were selected. The results revealed that 19-22 is considered as ideal age of marriage of girls
whereas 26-30 years is the ideal age of marriage of boys. Education is conceived as the important
attribute in life partner. Intra caste and inter class are the most favoured marriages among
university students. However, 61% of boys favoured a gift from girl’s side whereas 52% of girls
viewed dowry as a social evil.
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INTRODUCTION

Marriage as a secondary social institution within the framework of primary institution
of our society ‘Family’ always considered very seriously at the level of person concerned for
it. Parents search for a suitable match for their sons and daughters at marriageable age
according to the criteria considered appropriate for the purpose. Many times it is found that
such criterion based selection doesn’t result into a successful married life for their beloved
sons and daughters in future. For this parents are unnecessarily blamed by their own children
and further making the situation more conflicting, more complex and keep the problem remain
unsolved. In 21st century in the era of globalisation, modernization, industrialisation and
economic liberalization, acculturation is taking place in our society very rapidly than ever
before. Under this changing scenario it is thought appropriate to take the opinion of marrying
boys and girls as the major stake holder of this secondary institution by their respective
parents.

Thus it is under above context and background it was thought proper to conduct a study
by the researcher in order to know about the perception/ opinion/ feelings/ view points of
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boys and girls at marriageable age so that a social consciousness and alertness can be
created among all those who are directly or indirectly concerned in marriage for its
solemnisation and hence can contribute in proper selection of a suitable match for a successful
married life. The objectives of the conducted study are as follows:

1. To know about the perception of the university students as sample respondents
suitable age of marriage of a bridegroom.

2. To prove about the perception of sample respondents with regard to suitable age for
marriage in case of a bride.

3. To study the perception of the respondents about dowry system in the context of
marriage.

4. To study the perception of respondents about the desirable characteristics of the life
partner.

5. To study the preference of the respondents for different types of marriage in the
context of the social stratification.

METHODOLOGY

About 150 University students were selected randomly for the present study from 5
leading universities of Bhubaneswar where equal number of male and female students was
selected at the rate of 30 unmarried student respondents from each University. An interview
schedule was developed for the purpose where items like suitable age of boys and girls at
the time of marriage, attributes in life partners, and types of marriage, caste and class in
marriage. The data so obtained were analysed in terms of frequency and percentage. All the
findings were being interpreted in terms of views of boys and girls.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Keeping in view many factors like mental maturity over physical maturity, educational
background, motivation, achievement, mental readiness and style of grooming and upbringing
considering a particular age suitable for girls to marry varies considerably across the reasons.
With more and more number of people educated, a growing realization has developed among
them to start thinking for the marriage of their daughters and sisters not before a particular
age. This message also discussed among those who are really the target groups many of
those who are really going to marry. Accordingly girls in our society are prone to marriage
relatively early when compared with their male counterparts. Thus the view point of both
boys and girls with regard to the suitable marriage age is given in Table 1 as follows:

Table 1 : Suitable age of girls for marriage

Boys Girls Total

Sr. No. Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
1. 19-22 years 35 47 28 37 63 42
2. 23-25 years 25 33 36 48 61 41
3. 26-28 years 10 13 6 8 16 11
4. 30-35 years 5 7 5 7 10 76
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Majority of the boys respondents to the extent of 47% considered 19-22 years as ideal
age of girls for marriage where as to the tune of 48% girls considered their marriageable age
should vary between 23-25 years. However, irrespective, almost equal percentage i.e., 42%
and 41% favour 19-22 years, 23-25 years as suitable age for girls to marry. This is because
our educational system by and large gives opportunity to both boys and girls to complete post
graduate programme by 25 years of age with little deviation here and there. Thus both
categories of respondents prefer the upper age limit of marriageable age for girls as 25
years.

Mental maturities observed relatively early in case of girls when compared with the
mental maturity of boys. Hence the marriage age is also influenced accordingly and the age
with regard to suitable age of boys for marriage is given in the above table.

Table 2: Suitable age of boys for marriage

Boys Girls Total
Sr.No.  Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
1. 22-25 years 22 29 26 35 48 32
2. 26-30 years 40 54 38 50 78 52
3. 31-35 years 7 9 6 8 13
4. 35-40 years 6 8 5 7 11 7

It is observed in the Table 2 that 26-30 years considered as the suitable age of marriage
in case of boys with majority of boys respondents to the extent of 54%, girls respondents to
the extent of 50% and for both category together to the extent of 52%. This may be due to
the fact that though like girls, boys too complete their education by 25 years of age, many a
time they take up family burdens or have some obligation for families like sister’s marriage,
brother’s education etc. which they think can comfortably be taken care if they earn soon
after their studies through suitable employment without getting disturbed by marriage like
social institution. So majority of cases these 4 or 5 initial years of their career can contribute
to the situation of extending the marriageable age beyond 25-30 when the preferred upper
age limit for girls confined to 25 years of age.

Every boy and girl just before or soon after attaining their marriageable age start thinking
about their ideal life partner and dream about the desirable character or attribute thereof for
the imaginary partners. When chance is given to express their ideal partner, they normally
enjoy while describing about their preferred persons primarily among their friend circles and
some times before others. Irrespective of the success score in getting the desirable partner,

Table 3 : Attributes in life partner

Boys Girls Total
Sr.No.  Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
1. Well behaved 15 20 10 13.3 25 16.7
2. Physically beautiful 8 10.7 10 13.3 18 12
3. Education 20 26.7 15 20 35 233
4. Service holder 32 42.6 40 534 72 48
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the author was curious to cross check whether this aspect holds well among the sample
respondents. The information so obtained in this regard is presented in following table:

It is revealed from the Table 3 that majority of boys respondents i.e., to the extent of
42.6% will like to have their partner as service holder followed by 26.7% stressed upon
educated partner where service hardly matters to them. Girls too considered service as an
important attribute with their male partners considering physical fitness, education not with
same intensity as with the service. It is further interesting to observe that beauty doesn’t
enjoy any preferential view by both categories of respondents. Such type of situation may be
due to the fact that maintenance, sustenance, well being, happiness and other factors of
satisfaction lies with a regular sustainable mode of earning irrespective of amount which is
possible through service rather than business as self employed which is full of uncertainty
and risk with regard to success of social business.

Rigid caste system ignores the different criteria which at times considered more conducive
for a sustainable, happy married life to spend. Accordingly the decisions and actions of
individuals who are about to marry get diluted and creates havoc when it deviates from
individual castes. So in spite of this factor many times young boys and girls take smart
decisions and move for inter caste marriage which is normally prohibited in most of the
communities in India, considering this point as an important aspect of successful marriage to
take place. The opinions were sincerely sought and the following table reveals the collected
data in this regard:

Table 4 : Types of marriage

Boys Girls Total
Sr. No. Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
Intra caste 42 56 50 66.7 92 61.4
. Inter caste 23 30.7 15 20 38 253
3. Inter religion 10 13.3 10 13.3 20 13.3

The data from the Table 4 clearly indicates that in our society rigid caste system still
prevails when majority of the boys and girls respondents favoured intra caste marriage over
inter caste marriage.

In whatever manner and up to whatever extent we may campaign for the classlessness
society like caste system, class system does exist in our society though not as rigidly as in
case of former one. The class system does have a bearing with regard to happy married life
when the partners represent to different class as per the social stratification. The information
about the view point of respondents for specific class of his/her partner is very much important
in the context of marriage. Table 5 represents the data collected against these criteria.

Table 5: Class of marriage

Boys Girls Total
Sr. No. Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
1. Inter class 60 80 45 60 105 70
2. Intra class 15 20 30 40 45 30
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It is revealed from the above table that majority of respondents preferred interclass
marriage than intraclass marriage. This may be attributed to the reason that normally the age
old tradition in our society recommends boys to marry girls of lower caste and recommends
girls to marry boys of higher caste for a healthy and happy married life.

Dowry in our society has never been considered as a decent, desirable and appropriate
point for marriage negotiation in our society. But the irony is that we all by and large, directly
or indirectly provoke this issue for discussion before a final decision in favour of marriage is
taken. In many occasions this issue has given enough input for social unrest, indiscipline,
disorder and disorganisation and is viewed grossly as a major social problem by one and all.
Thus it is definitely interested to prove this aspect of marriage which is incidentally done by
the author and reveals the ground reality as depicted in Table 6.

Table 6 : Dowry system in marriage

St . Boys Girls Total
No. Alternative N=75 N=75 N=150
f % f % f %
A gift 46 61.3 30 40 76 50.7
An evil of society 21 28 39 52 60 40
3. Necessary condition for marriage 8 10.7 6 8 14 9.3

It is interesting to observe that to the fare of 61% of boys who are at receiving end feel
that it is never a social evil rather a gift from girls’ side as per their capacity which is sharply

contradicted by the girls who are in giving side to view dowry as social evil to the extent of
52%.
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