
INTRODUCTION

Fashion is the state of mind. It is a spirit, an extension of one’s self. Fashion is a way of
expressing one self. It’s a way celebrating the diversity and variety of the world in which we
live. Fashion is about change that makes life interesting. Designs of various types can be
inspired from a variety of sources like nature or from the folk arts and crafts such as wall
paintings, floor paintings, sculptures, carvings etc. They can also be created through adaptation
of a specific design base. The rich motifs and design of the existing arts and crafts can be
readily adapted into contemporary forms in an attempt to make them suitable to incorporate
them into textile products.

As clothing is an important aspect and trend is towards pleasing and graceful colour
combinations. As the latest trend mix and match collections are preferred for the Kurtis so
as to look good. The Kurtis are usually short and are worn in the summer month are usually
made of thin silk or cotton fabric. As the Kurtis are comfortable for the college going girls
and these are frequently worn by the girls. Kurtis are the garments which is also preferred
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ABSTRACT
Textile printing is the process of applying colour to fabric in definite patterns or designs.
Among several methods of printing on the batik printing was selected for the study. This
printing style is carried out using crayons which is much colourful and interesting to work over.
In this technique a good quality crayons are selected, melted and applied on the fabric using
brush. Floral patterns are selected for the printing purpose. Usually the floral designs give a
refreshing feel for the wearer. Printing is carried out in the Khadi cotton. Khadi is a term used
for fabrics that are hand-spun and hand-woven, usually from cotton fibres. Khadi is the versatile
fabric which gives comfortable feel to the wearer. Khadi cotton comes in plain as well as in
printed fabrics. The printing is carried out in the light coloured Khadi cotton. Kurtis are
constructed using coloured Khadi cotton. The printed fabric is applied as a patch work on the
various parts of the Kurti.
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a lot by all the age groups starting from the age of 10 – 50, as the Kurtis are more comfortable
to wear and are available in a wide range. Kurtis are selected for the study as they are worn
in large number of groups, especially the teenagers. Thus investigator constructed the Kurti
with Khadi cotton fabric by printing it with crayons which is an innovative idea for batik.

In this study an attempt was made to construction of Kurtis with the following objectives.
1) To design the Kurti styles.
2) Standardize the body measurement for Kurti.
3) Developing the basic pattern for Kurti.
4) To print the fabric with crayons for batik printing.
5) Construction of Kurti.
6) Evaluation of finished outfits.

METHODOLOGY
The entire project work has been carried out with the following materials such as fabric

and crayons. The fabric is printed with the crayons instead of the paraffin and bee wax. As
the crayons are available for cheaper rate and variety of colours can be obtained by this
technique and it is an innovative work.

Preferred age group :
The age group is selected under the criteria of the suitability of the garment. Preferred

age group for the study was (18-21) as the girls under this age group are more conscious
about the new trends and they are the trend setters. Participants were selected in terms of
a random sampling method.
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Conduct of survey :
There are a variety of ways through which a survey can be conducted, in which this

study focuses on the personal approach. Personal interview can give the investigator more
time to investigate with the participants and gather more information. According to the survey
results Khadi cotton is chosen for printing and construction of the garment.

Collection of motifs :
Floral motifs were selected for printing. Floral motifs are the one which gives the fresh

feel to the wearer. These motifs include flowers, leaves, foliage etc. such motifs are selected
in terms of rating. The selected motifs are coded as M
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 (Fig. 1 - 5). The

manual sketches for the motifs are prepared.

Manual sketching :
Sketching is a kind of drawing that puts forward the instant thoughts of an artist, this is

a rough freehand and loose drawing which is not considered to be a finished piece of work
(Sarkar, 2013). The sketches are created for clear understanding and representation of
observations for the participants. Twenty styles of Kurti designs were selected from the
magazines and sketched out manually along with the selected motifs. The manual sketches
are evaluated visually. Rating sheet was prepared in order to rate the sketched Kurti styles.
The rating scale of twenty manual sketches is shown in (Fig. 6). After rating the sketches
are short listed to select the final five sketches. Later the finalised designs are developed into
coloured images using CAD software. This method of designing gives a visual attraction of
the garment to be constructed.

Printing of fabric with wax :
The fabric is washed, dried and ironed before the application of wax. Most commonly

used wax for the batik printing is paraffin wax and bee wax, in this study crayons are taken
as the source of wax for printing instead. The crayons are broken into pieces and added to
the foil cup which is placed in the boiling water and allowed to melt. The temperature of the
water is maintained at 500C to keep the crayons stay melted. The melted crayons is applied
to the fabric using brush inside the motifs which is traced on the fabric earlier. While applying
the wax table should be layered with many layers of newspapers which should not have any
crease or folds in it. Each colours are separately applied on the motifs with separate brushes
for each colour. This method is continued until the motifs are entirely covered with wax.
After the motifs are printed it is allowed to harden.

Removal of wax :
The printed fabrics are then subjected for then subjected for the wax removal. For the

removal of wax several layers of newspapers are used. The printed fabrics are placed
between layers of papers and ironing is carried out to remove the wax. By ironing the wax
melts and sticks on the paper, while the colour of the crayons remain on the fabric.

Construction of Kurtis :
Based on the measurement of the selected participants, standardised measurement is
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calculated and Kurtis are constructed by drafting method. The bust circumference of the majority
of the girls were between 80-85 cms. The paper pattern were drafted for the selected style of
Kurtis and all the pattern details were marked on the pattern. Fabric is placed on the table
stretched well without crease and pinned on the sides. The prepared pattern is then placed on
the fabric surface and it is cut according to the size of the pattern. Later the garment is constructed,
and the printed fabrics are applied as a patch work.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Table 1 shows the types of Khadi fabric and the rating given by the young girls.

Among the varied material Khadi cotton is preferred the most by the selected group of girls.

Table 1 : Survey result about handloom fabrics 
Sr. No. Handloom fabrics Number of girls stating 

1. Cotton khadi 52 

2. Silk khadi 27 

3. Woollen khadi 9 

4. Muslin khadi 12 

 
Selected motifs for printing :

The above given motifs are those which are selected for printing purpose.
Fig. 6 shows the visual evaluation of the manual sketches in which five sketches are

rated high among the selected group of girls.
Fig. 7 shows the evaluation of the finished outfits. Constructed outfit was rated for its

suitability of designs, suitable to current fashion, selection of material, colour combinations,
trimmings and decoration, finally for the overall appearance

Finished outfits :
Table 2 shows the total cost estimation of the constructed outfits including the material

cost, printing charges, trimmings and decoration and the stitching cost. The cost of the Kurtisare
a bit high as the Khadi cotton is of high cost, among the five, outfits 3 is costly as the require
of material is high than the other Kurtis. But the printing charges are very low as the material
used for printing is cost efficient.
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Fig. 6 : Visual evaluation of manual sketch

 

Fig. 7 : Evaluation of constructed kurtis
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Conclusion :
Clothing is the expression of the person reflecting his/ her personality and the way of

living. Most widely preferred fabric by the young girls were cotton. In order to construct the
garment with cotton fabric and to promote Khadi, Khadi cotton fabric are used to construct
the Kurti. Kurtis are the garments which is preferred a lot by all the age groups starting

Finished outfit 1 Finished outfit 2 Finished outfit 3 Finished outfit 4 Finished outfit 5

Finished outfits
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from the age of 10 – 50, as the Kurtis are more comfortable to wear and are available in a
wide range. Kurtis are selected for the study as they are worn in large number of groups,
especially the teenagers. Thus investigator constructed the Kurti with Khadi cotton fabric
by printing it with crayons which is an innovative idea for batik.
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Table 2 : Cost estimation of constructed outfits 
Particulars Sr. 

No. 
Garment 

code Material cost Printing charges Trimmings and 
decoration 

Stitching 
Total 

1. FO1 220 50 40 200 510 

2. FO2 220 50 20 200 490 

3. FO3 520 100 50 300 970 

4. FO4 220 40 20 200 480 

5. FO5 180 40 30 180 430 
 


