International Journal of Applied Home Science RESEARCH PAPER
Volume 4 (11&12), November & December (2017) : 948-954  I1SSN:2394-1413 (Print)
Received : 22.10.2017; Revised : 28.10.2017; Accepted : 07.11.2017

Woven textile of Banaras: Role of women and
children

ABHILASHA BHARADWAJ* AND INDERPAL RAI
Department of Home Science, Jai Narain Vyas University
Jodhpur (Rajasthan) India

ABSTRACT

Varanasi, also known as Benares or Banaras is considered to be one of the oldest city and very
popular for silk fabric of unique design. It has powerful force of skilled weavers of handloom to
produce intricate designs on fabric. Saris from Banaras are perfect combination of the best
Indian and Persian textile designs. These are the finest saris available in Indian and International
markets. Banaras saris are not considered just a textile product but it is an art created by the
weavers using their skills and experience. In spite of the popularity of Banaras saris in the
market, weavers are still leading a miserable life. Mostly men are involved in weaving process
but for earning livelihood women also help in various ways such as design making and
preparation work. The study was conducted in Banaras district of Uttar Pradesh. The study
focused on various aspects of Banaras woven textile such as famous woven fabric of Banaras,
various techniques used in weaving of saris, the involvement of women in the process of
weaving and problems faced by weavers. The study revealed that the weavers use various
techniques and their experience to creative ideas for weaving a traditional Banaras sari. Despite
of so much hard work involved weavers were facing problems related to poor wages, health
issues, and education. The role of women in weaving process is highly appreciated. There is an
immediate necessity to improve the situation of weavers to save this historic art from extinction.
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INTRODUCTION

Banaras brocade are said to be the finest in India. The brocade is most gorgeous and
highly ornamental of all Indian textiles. The designs are produced by warp and weft threads
of different colors and materials, suitably woven. A variety of silk saris are made in different
weaving styles. An ideal Banaras sari comprises of around 5600 thread wires, all of them
within 45-inch width. The saris from Banaras have a beautiful brocade border or running
design which is often finely mixed with zari work in golden thread and woven on heavy silk
material. These saris are made on handloom by weavers but it is not possible to make these
saris without the help of women. Women participate in weaving process by preparing the
spool by spool feeding and they also do all the finishing work of saris. Children below the age
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of 16 years were not involved in this process. During weaving process weavers faced many
problems related to poor wages, health issues, illiteracy etc.

Objective :
1. To study and document the famous woven fabric of Banaras.
2. To study the various weaving techniques.
3. To study the role of women and children in weaving process of saris.
4. To study the problems faced by weavers during the process of weaving.

Review of literature :

Basole (2014) mentioned that the Banarasi fabric is associated with the following three
principal features: it is made of silk (silk warp and silk weft) on a handloom, has brocade
embroidery, and there is a repertoire of patterns also called designs that are traditionally
recognized to be Benarasi. Weaving and design together constitutes the commonly accepted
definition of authentic Benarasi fabric. These are also the characteristics that have been
formalized in the geographical indication (GI).

Rahman (2006) reported that women are involved at various stages of work such as
reeling bobbin, cutting loose threads and embedding beads and zari on banarasi sari to make
it more attractive but their contribution to the industry is almost invisible and neglected.

Boruah and Kaur (2015) focused on the problems of weavers and gave some
suggestions. The weavers faced many problems such as lack of leisure time, lack of skill
development training, not satisfied towards wages, lack of self-confidence, poor condition of
punch card, inadequate design development, use of old looms etc. Government should arrange
special educational program for the weavers. The weavers are not efficient or educated
enough to calculate the right costing and selling price for their products. Therefore, proper
training should be provided on costing and marketing of the handloom products, there should
be improvement in the wages of the weavers and special health package for them.

METHODOLOGY

The research procedure followed has been categorized under the following sections-

1. Locale of the study was in city area of Banaras, Ramnagar and Bajardiha village of
Banaras.

2. The sample size was 150 weavers comprising of 90 females and 60 male weavers.

3. Data was collected with the help of random sample technique, a self-structured
schedule was administered on the respondents to collect the information about different
saris, weaving techniques, people involved in this work and their problems.

4. Administration of the tool was carried out by contacting each respondent from the
selected sample personally by the investigator. The questions were asked in local language
because most of the respondents were illiterate or semi-literate.

5. The data was statistically analyzed by frequency distribution and percentage.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Table 1 defines the age of the weavers who are actually involved in weaving Banarasi
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silk saris.
o Male (60
Sr. No. Division (N-150) T 2635 (60) 36-45 152
City-60 8 9 2 11
. Ramnagar-40 2 2 1 5
3. Bajardiha-50 3 12 5 0
Percentage 9% 15% 5% 11%
Female(90)
City-60 13 8 6 3
. Ramnagar-40 16 10 2 2
3. Bajardiha-50 19 7 3 1
Percentage 32% 17% 7% 4%

Overall data indicates that highest percentage of female i.e. 33% in weaving work are
of age group 18-25 years, reason behind their participation in weaving work is their urge to
learn and to adopt the ancestral work. The lowest percentage of 4% female workers is
above 45 years because their health doesn’t allow them to work. Amongst males, highest
percentage is 15% in the age group 26-35 years and lowest percentage is 5% in the age
group 36-45 years.

Table 2 illustrates the education of weaving workers. The literacy rate of selected
areas (city, Ramnagar, Bajardiha) of Banaras is 56%. The male and female literacy rates
are 18% and 38%, respectively. Total illiteracy rate is 44%, among which female is 23% and
male is 21%. The percentage of literacy rate up to primary level of female is 13%, upto
middle 17% and 8% are of upper middle level. The percentage of literacy rate upto primary
level of male is 11%, upto middle 6% and 1% are of upper middle level.

Table 2 : Education of workers

s Male (60
Sr. No. Division (N-150) Illiterate Primary =00 Middle Upper middle
City-60 16 9 4 1
. Ramnagar-40 5 4 1 0
3. Bajardiha-50 11 4 4 1
Percentage 21% 11% 6% 1%
Female(90)
City-60 14 4 10
. Ramnagar-40 13 5 12 0
3. Bajardiha-50 7 10 3 10
Percentage 23% 13% 17% 8%

Table 3 depicts total monthly income of workers from weaving. It shows that the majority
of female and male workers earning is around Rs. 5001 to Rs. 10000 per month which is
34% and 25%, respectively.

If we further classify their earnings only 11% male and 24% female are earning around
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Table 3 : Total monthly income of family

o Male(60
Sr. No. Division (N-150) 1000-5000 ___5001-10000 5 13001-15000 15000<
City-60 15 15 0 0
. Ramnagar-40 0 5 5 0
3. Bajardiha-50 1 18 0 1
Percentage 11% 25% 3% 1%
Female (90)
L. City-60 12 15 3 0
. Ramnagar-40 17 13 0 0
3. Bajardiha-50 7 23 0 0
Percentage 24% 34% 2% 0%

Rs. 1000 to Rs. 5000, 3% male and 2% female are earning around Rs. 10001 to Rs. 15000
per month. Only 1% male member are earning around above Rs. 15000 per month.

It is learnt from the study that all the members of the family have to work and earn to
run their homes.

Table 4 shows that male workers engaged in weaving for 5-8 hrs. are 25% and 15%
are busy working for more than 8 hours. In case of female workers, 8% working for 0-4
hrs., 51% are busy for 5-8 hrs. and only 1% are engaged for more than 8 hrs.

Table 4 : Working hours

Sr. No. Division (N-150) 04 s, Mal;:-(86h()r)& T

City-60 0 7 23
. Ramnagar-40 0 10 0

3. Bajardiha-50 0 20 0

Percentage 0% 25% 15%
Female(90)

City-60 9 20 1
Ramnagar-40 3 27 0
Bajardiha-50 0 30 0
Percentage 8% 51% 1%

Male workers work more than 8 hours to earn extra money for their family while most
of the female workers do not work for more than 8 hours since they have to give time at
home for household works.

Table 5 depicts workers who are working overtime and getting extra payment.
27% workers are working overtime and only 2% workers are getting extra payment. 73%
workers work for limited 8 hours since no extra payment is given to them. Only 8% female
workers are doing overtime while in case of male it is 19%.

Workers are compelled to work overtime since they get limited time to complete the
final product for which they are not paid extra money. In case they are not able to complete
the work in time, they don’t get much work which in turn affects their livelihood.
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Table 5 : Over timing/Extra payment

Over Time
Sr. No. Division (N-150) Male (60) Female (90)

Yes No Yes No

City-60 23 7 10 20

. Ramnagar-40 1 9 2 28
3. Bajardiha-50 5 15 0 30
Percentage 19% 21% 8% 52%

Extra payment

City-60 1 29 0 30

. Ramnagar-40 1 9 2 28
3. Bajardiha-50 0 20 0 30
Percentage 1% 39% 1% 59%

Table 6 defines the effect on health of workers due to work. Workers engaged in
weaving are having health problems such as body pain, eye defects. Body pain affects 52%
of workers while 48% are affected from eye defects.

Male workers are suffering mostly from body pain since they work for long hours on
loom while female workers suffer from eye defects since they are engaged in minute detailing
work on sarees.

Table 6 : Effect on health

o Male (60
Sr. No. Division N-150 Body pain ¢ (60) Eye defect
City-60 29 1
. Ramnagar-40 10 0
3. Bajardiha-50 15 5
Percentage 36% 4%
Female (90)
City-60 8 22
. Ramnagar-40 6 24
3. Bajardiha-50 10 20
Percentage 16% 44%

Table 7 shows the colour combination and motif used in different types of saris and
different types of weaving techniques used to make these saris.

Conclusion :

Banaras is widely known for its textiles of silk and its cultural and spiritual heritage.
Banarsi saris are famous for their traditional design and finest fabric. The surveyed areas
included are —City area of Banaras, Ramnagar, and Bajardiha. In city area weaving of
katan, patola and Tanchoi sari is done extensively. Ramnagar area is best known for weaving
of katan sari and for dying silk yarns. In Bajardiha all types of Banaras saris are woven.

The result of the present study concluded that-

1. Majority of male weavers belonged to 26-35 age group and female weavers belonged
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Table 7 : Product profile

Sr. No.  Name of sari Weaving techniques Motif Colour

1. Banaras silk sari ~ Transfixing pattern  Intricate design, jhallar, Bright colours
thread between a varying  bel Orange,  maroon,
no. of warp threads blue etc.

2. Jangla sari Colourful silk thread Vegetation motif Deep orange,

red, magenta

3. Tanchoi sari Colourful extra weft silk  Floral sprays and pair Magenta, blue,
yarn for patterning of small kalghas olive green

4. Tissue sari Gold and silver metallic Lotuses floating in Blue, black, purple
threads by running zari glimmering pond,
in weft paisley motifs

5. Cutwork sari Cut work tec. On plain Floral, geometrical Pale yellow, bright
ground. after removing motif"’ yellow cream
the fixing threads which
provide good transparent
look

6. Butidar sari Gold threads used for Different types of butti, Blue, orange,
darker shade and silver gujar bail red
threads used for lighter
shade

to 18-25 age group.

2. 44% of weavers were illiterate and more than 50% weavers are educated upto
primary to upper middle level.

3. More than 50% of the weavers were having total monthly income between Rs.
5001 to Rs. 10,000.

4. Problem faced by weavers in all three areas are more or less same such as poor
wages, health issues, lack of education etc.

5. Women helped their husbands in weaving process such as spool feeding, cutting
threads and embellishment of sari for finishing. They also weave the sarees at night.

6. Because of low income and health issues in this business parents do not want to
involve their children in this profession. They want them to pursue other professions where
they can earn more income and raise their standard of living.
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