
INTRODUCTION

The concept of women empowerment essentially implies social, economic and cultural status
in the society. Economic empowerment has been the common approach for the upliftment of
women, both in urban and rural areas. Income Generating Activities are the means to achieve
empowerment. The IFAD gender main streaming review reported that, gain in self-confidence and
self-esteem amongst the women, enhanced their capabilities to articulate their needs and as a
result, getting increased respect in the households (FAO, 2002). Where Dhoble (2012) indicated
that any attempt to improve the quality of life of people in developing countries would be incomplete
without progress towards the empowerment of women. Keeping in view of this background, in this
present study, an attempt has been made to determine Economic Empowerment of slum women
through income generating activities as reflected in the following tables.
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ABSTRACT
The concept of women empowerment essentially implies social, economic and cultural status of women
in the society. Income Generating Activities are the means to achieve empowerment. Therefore, in this
present study, an attempt has been made to determine the empowerment of slum women through
different income generating activities and to ascertain Income Generating Activities in relation to their
economic empowerment. The particular study was conducted in different slums of Bhubaneswar, the
state capital of Odisha, covering 150 Slum dwellers. The result revealed that, different Income Generating
Activities like making of soft and simple toys, tailoring / dress making, preparation of badi, papad,
pickle, jam, jelly, squash, phenyle, decorative items etc. are adopted by the slum women to generate
income. In addition to that, they work as maid servants and also work as construction workers in cities
and do job in beauty parlors to earn their livelihoods. Analysis of components of empowerment
revealed that, considerable percentage of rural women are empowered after taking up income generating
activities and it influence their family lives.
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METHODOLOGY
Dhirukuti Basti, Salia Sahi and Siripur Basti (Slums) of Bhubaneswar, in state capital of Odisha

are selected purposefully for the study. About 150 slum women were randomly selected as sample
respondents fifty from each slum, Criteria were fixed for the respondents having three years of
experience as an earning women. The interview schedule was developed, pre-tested and modified,
to be used for data collection in the field along with PRA and FGD methods. The collected data
were processed and analyzed with the help of statistical tools and techniques which are reflected in
the findings and discussions.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Socio-economic profile of respondents:

The socio-economic information is very much essential to study the life style of an individual.
Many researchers have found that socio-economic parameters have a great influence on women
to take up any entrepreneurial activities. This present study has made an attempt to collect information
on socio-economic profile of respondents as reflected in the Table 1.

As per analysis of socio-economic data, majority of the respondents were within the age
group of 31 to 40 years (48.00%), literate (52.72%) and belong to general caste (52.59%). With
regards to marital status, 93.75% of SHG members were married against 5.41%, who were
unmarried. Most of them had medium sized families with 4 to 6 family members (65.83%), and
having nuclear family system (66.66%). Husband heads the family in case of (70.41%) respondents
and (69.58%) respondents belongs to middle class having income generation up to Rs.10,000/- per
month (81.66%) and (39.17%) respondents are having business as their primary occupation. With
context to outside exposure, maximum respondents were exposed to outside of their districts (79.58%)
(Table 1).

Table 1 : Socio-economic profile 
Sr. No. Socio-economic parameters Majority area Percentage (%) 

1. Age 31-40 years 48.00% 

2. Education Literate 52.72% 

3. Caste General 52.59% 

4. Marital status Married 93.75% 

5. Family size Medium (4 to 6 members) 65.83% 

6. Type of family Nuclear 66.66% 

7. Head of family Husband 70.41% 

8. Social status Medium 69.58% 

9. Income range per month Up to Rs. 10,000/- 81.66% 

10. Primary occupation Business 39.17% 

11. Exposure Outside district 79.58% 
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Self Help Group is an association of women who come together for the purpose of solving
their common problems through mutual help. It promotes small savings and inter-loaning systems
among its members. It is a means to carry out programs for development of economic condition.
Self Help Groups can play as a powerful vehicle for their socio-economic development. NABARD
(1995) defined Self Help Group, as a homogeneous group of rural poor, voluntarily governed to
save, whatever the amount they can conveniently save out of their earnings and mutually to contribute
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to a common fund to lend to the members for making their production and emergency consumption
credit needs. Data in the Table 2 shows that 59.33% respondents are active member in Self Help
Groups against 40.67%, who were not.

Table 3 : Employment activities 
Sr. No. Employment activities Frequency Percentage (%) 

1. Maid  servant 39 26.00 

2. Small Scale Industry/offices 32 21.33 

3. Daily wage labour 10 6.67 

4. SHGs activity 40 26.67 

5. Small Business 29 19.33 

 Total 150 100.00 
 

The economic empowerment of women is a prerequisite for sustainable development, pro-
poor growth and the achievement of all the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). To meet the
need and requirements of the family, the financial support is a must. To enable women, to generate
their own income generating activities, respondents start with individual or group for income
generation. It is elucidated from the Table 3 that, almost all the respondents (100.00%) have self
employment activities. Most of the respondents (26.67%) are involved with different income
generating activities in SHGs followed by maid servant (26.00%), engaged in small scale industry
(21.33%), doing small business (19.33%) and 6.67% were earning money as Daily wage labour.

Table 4 : Average monthly income 
Sr. No. Range of income Frequency Percentage 

1. Upto Rs. 5000 87 58.00 

2. Rs. 5001- Rs. 10000 48 32.00 

3. Above Rs. 10000 15 10.00 

 Total 150 100.00 
 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF SLUM WOMEN THROUGH INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES IN BHUBANESWAR CITY

Table 2 : Membership in SHG 
Sr. No. Membership Frequency Percentage (%) 

1. Yes 89 59.33% 

2. No 61 40.67% 

 Total 150 100.00 
 

Average monthly income through self employment is operationalized in terms of additional
monthly income earned from IG programs other than major family occupation. The women of
slums find different income source to fulfill their various family demands. The Table 4 indicates
that, about 58.00% of sample had income up to Rs. 5000 from employment activities followed by
Rs. 5001- Rs. 10000 (32.00%) and above Rs. 10000 (10.00%).

Participation in income generating activities is very much important for socio economic
empowerment of women. Data in the Table 5 depicts that 26.67%, respondents are involved in
different income generating activities to attain independence and (26.00%) to supplement husband’s
income, (19.33%) to utilize education and (11.33%) as principal bread earners. (10.00%) members
work for spare time utilization and other (6.67%) works under pressure of family members, to get
attention of husband etc.
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Table 6 : Initial capital funding agencies 
Sr. No Funding Frequency Percentage 

1. Bank loan 68 45.33 

2. Friends/Relatives 44 29.33 

3. NGOs  24 16.00 

4. Others 14 09.33 

 Total 150 100.00 
 

A glance at Table 7 highlights the extent of empowerment in different dimension. Before
starting income generating activities, the average rate of empowerment was 19.78%. But after
starting income generating activities and earning, it became 64.90% and the average growth rate is
45.11%. After involvement with the income generating activities, women are more 60.42%
empowered in personal autonomy followed by political autonomy (58.33%), social security (45.84%),
Economic autonomy (37.50%), legal awareness (35.42%) and autonomy in decision making
(33.17%).

Table 7 : Extent of empowerment 
Extent of empowerment 

Sr. No. Areas of empowerment Before Percentage After Percentage Increase 

1. Autonomy in decision making 50 20.83 130 54.00 33.17 

2. Social security 70 29.16 180 75.00 45.84 

3. Personal autonomy 65 27.08 210 87.50 60.42 

4. Economic autonomy 45 18.75 135 56.25 37.50 

5. Political  autonomy 30 12.50 170 70.83 58.33 

6. Legal awareness 25 10.41 110 45.83 35.42 

 Average   19.78  64.90 45.11  
 

Conclusion:
In the context of economic empowerment of slum women through income generating activities,

social status, occupation, caste, family size are considerable socio economic variables for
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Table 5 : Reasons for participating in income generating activity 
Sr. No. Reasons for income Frequency Percentage 

1. Principal bread earner 17 11.33 

2. Supplement husband’s income 39 26.00 

3. To spare time 15 10.00 

4. To utilize education 29 19.33 

5. To attain independence 40 26.67 

6. Any other 10 6.67 

 Total 150 100.00 
 

For starting up any income generating activities, Initial capital is very much essential. As per
Mahajan (2003), it is a well known and established fact that, micro-finance is a necessary but not
sufficient condition for the promotion of livelihoods. It is elucidated from the Table 6 that, 45.33%
respondents got bank loan to start up their income generating activities, where as, 29.33% taken
financial help from friends / relatives, (16.00%) taken financial help from NGOs and other (9.33%)
taken help from Govt offices, funding agencies etc. to start up their income generating activities.
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progressiveness of respondents. As per analysis of socio-economic data, majority of the respondents
were within the age group of 31 to 40 years having educational qualification of literate level and
belonging to general caste. About 60% respondents were active members of Self Help groups
against 40%, who were not. Most of the respondents were doing income generating activities in
SHGs followed by maid servant, Engaged in small scale industry, doing small business and earning
money as daily wage labour. Majority of the respondents monthly income is limited within Rs. 5000/
- and they are doing work to maintain the independence. Majority respondents got bank loan for
starting up income generating activities where others take financial help from friends / relatives and
NGOs. Through analysis of components of empowerment revealed that considerable percentage
of rural women are empowered after initiating income generating activities, it influence their family
life. It helps them to achieve a better quality family life. Therefore, the government as well as the
NGOs should consider these factors to improve the socio-economic conditions of the women and
to empower them to meet the challenges in future years.
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