
INTRODUCTION

As women make of the majority of slum resident it is also their suffering that makes up the
highest suffering percapita. One of challenges facing women in slums and poverty are health and
especially maternal health. The women residents of slums are in exponentially worse conditions
because of lack of clean and sanitary water. Without a complete health infrastructure overhaul
there is little hope of dramatic health improvements socio economic status shows individual’s living
standard, life style and all over development and progress. The education, occupation are the most
important elements in study of socio economic status of population. Besides this elements age cast
and decision making power are also taken in to consideration slum is a place of adjustment with
nature and compromise with life needs for survives in worst condition.

Poverty is an unseparetable of slum dwellers. So the slum population is back word socially and
economically poverty effects the health nutrition and education and education affect decision making
of individuals.

Due to poverty economic status is lower so education level is low unskilled or low skill, so the
economic status of slum dwellers is low. To improve this lower economic condition and try to
support family income. Some are house heeded women. But all women are low educated or illiterate.
So they have poor knowledge of economic management and they don’t enough aware to take
decision related to the money which is earned by own, they don’t have power to take decision
related to family, children, marriage and education etc. therefore there is needed to study of decision
making of slum working women of Varanasi city.
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ABSTRACT
This paper reports a study of the condition of slums working women in her family on women living the
urban slum of Varanasi city. The study consisted of 100 working women from different slum area of
Varanasi city. The result revered that there is a strong relationship between decision making in the
family and economic working condition. Lack of education compelled to join low paid sector, like
kamwali, venders, food stall, safai karmchari etc. Women of slum areas have lack of decision making
power. They faced a heavier work Burdon because employment did not free them from responsibility
of house work
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Varanasi city :
Varanasi is one of the oldest cities in continuous habitation in the world with a history dating

back to more than 300 years. It is major religious cultural and educational center of India. Varanasi
is also famous for its handy craft and silk weaving industry. Varanasi has 227 slums spread all over
the city. Factors that have contributed to slum development in Varanasi include migration of people
in search of jobs. Availability of cheap living alternatives such as outsides temples. Where they get
food from the offering of the pilgrims or tourist. The existing tourism base of the city creates
opportunities for employment generation. Especially of unskilled labor.

Review of literature :
The review of literature revealed that very little study has been done on decision making

capacity of working women living slums of Varanasi city. The present study of therefore taken up
in order to know the impact of education and working condition of decision making on women living
in slum of Varanasi city.

Objective :
The basic objective was to analysis the relationship between working condition and decision

making condition of women living in slum of Varanasi city.

METHODOLOGY
The sample for the study consisted of 100 working women from different slum areas of

Varanasi city. The data was collected in the month Aug. - Oct., 2015. The study was conducted on
slum women about their educational status and decision making power in their family. Questioner
cum interview schedule were formulated for data collection a report was built with the respondent.
Though the schedule was prepared in English, all question put in a conversation style. Respondent
were contact by home visits.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The respondents were women in the age group of 17-55 years. The women were illiterate are

lack of education compelled them to join low paid sectors. Majority (70%) of respondents belonged
to backward class and 25% belonged to schedule caste, while 5% belonged to general.

58% of the women belonged to nuclear families living. A size of 4-6 members. 36% belonged
to joint family with 7-10 members and 6% women lived single.

Table 1 indicates that most (65%) are engaged at part time housemaid. They are serving in
more than house in each house, work for specific period of time only. 12% respondents are self –
employee, they makes Dalia, garland etc. 6% of them worked as a cook, they cooked for student.

Table: 1 : Nature of work  (n=100) 
Nature of work  Percentage 

Domestic helper   65% 

Self -employee  12% 

cook 6% 

Safai wali at other place  7% 

Nagar nigam safayi karmchari  10% 
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7% are engaged as safai wali in hospital, school, parlor and mall and 10% are worked for nagar
nigam as safai karmi.

Table 2 indicates the decision making power of working women lived in slums of Varanasi
city. Result shows that 55% of respondents take every type of decision in her family, they are head
of the family. 20% respondents take decision only related to their children while 25% respondent
don’t take any decision.

Table 2 : Type of decision you can take in your family (n=100) 
Nature of decision  Parentage 

Every type of decision  55% 

Related to children only  20% 

Do not take any decision  25% 
 

Table 3 shows that 40% respondents can take every type of decision regarding to their children,
but 25% respondents can take only related to their marriage. 10% respondents can take decision
only related to their occupation and education while 25% respondents do not take any decision to
relate to children.

Table 3 : Type of decision they can take regarding to their children (n=100) 
Decision regarding to children  Percentage 

Every type  40% 

Related to their marriage  25% 

Related to their education, occupation  10% 

Do not take any decision  25% 
 

It is clear from Table 4 that majority 43% of the respondent can always take decision about
family planning, only their decision is important. 40% respondent said about family planning, some
time I decided otherwise only husband and other family member think about it. 17% respondent
think that it is (children) god gifted we do not any control over

Table 4 : Their role in their family for family planning (n=100) 
Decision for family planning                          Percentage  

My decision is only important                                43% 

Sometime I decided                                40% 

It is god gifted we do not any control over it                                17%   
 

Table 5 shows that majority 89% respondent got herself money earned by themselves while
only 11% respondents do not get herself, their money which is earned by themselves got any other
family members like husband, father, brother etc.

Table 5 : Who gets the money earned by you on the work place? (n=100) 
Who gets the money                           Percentage  

They got only                                  89% 

Any other family member                                   11% 
 

Table 6 indicate the economically freedom of working women living in slums of Varanasi.
Majority 40% of respondents are totally independents to make any decision, 38% of respondent are
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some independent. 15% respondent only have to inform their family members to make any decision
while 7% of respondents don’t take any decision.

Table 6 :  How independent are you while making economical decision (n=100) 
How independent you are  Percentage 

Totally independent  40% 

Some independent  38% 

Only I have to  inform family member  15% 

Do not take any decision  7% 
 

It is evident from Table 7 that majority of respondent vote the person who got the majority
vote. 20% respondents vote as their family member says, 16% respondents vote the person whose
campaigning is very much or very good while 9% respondents vote as their own wish.

Table 7 : Voting condition (n=100) 
Whose do you vote  Percentage 

The person who got majority vote  55% 

As the family member says  20% 

Whose campaigning is very much  16% 

As I wish  9% 
 

It is evident from the Table 8 that majority of respondent’s family 68% just ask for it and 18%
respondents response that always other take decision regarding to their marriage or education.
14% respondents answer that their concern certainly being taken before decoded.

Table 8 : Their concern being taken any decision regarding their education or marriage (n=100) 
Their concern  Percentage 

Yes/certainly  14% 

Just ask for it only  68% 

Always others take decision  18% 
 

Table 9 indicate that majority of 66% spent their money on family but their family bur on their
own decision while 14% respondents give their money to family ant don’t take any record even.
20% respondents always spent their money only on themselves.

Table 9 : Spent their money (n=100) 
Spent their money                             Percentage  

Spent on family but their own decision                                 66% 

Always spent on you only                                  20% 

Give to family and don’t take any record                                  14% 
 

Conclusion :
The study proved that the condition of working women living in slums area of Varanasi city

are very poor in their own house that’s effect their decision making power and their educational
status also effected. They are partially free to take decision regarding their marriage and children.
Which are effected their whole life. They are less aware democratic power like voting and etc.
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Suggestion :
– Provide the information about women empowerment
– Provide them skill training program
– Provide the information about family planning.
– Provide the information about right age of marriage and having children.
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