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ABSTRACT
India and jewellery, jewellery and Indian women - the terms are linked inherently. Indians have been
using jewellery for adornment since centuries. The significance of jewellery in the country is evident
from the fact that on many auspicious occasions, jewellery forms a part of gifts. At the time of wedding
as well as numerous other occasions, a woman is gifted jewellery by her parents and relatives. Although
the gift is meant to give her security in contingency, ornamentation is an obvious purpose. During
weddings and on special occasions there is tradition of gifting gold and silver as lucky gifts. And also
over the centuries, many ancient, rare and ultimately valuable gold, silver coins are in danger of being
melted down. The convention of jewellery in India was introduced and has been propagated since a
very long time and is very old. Coins might at first appear to be purely decorative elements in Indian
jewellery and on costumes; however, as is typical of Indian culture, almost every component in jewellery
has more than a decorative significance, and this also applies to coins. The main objective of the study
was to collect such coins which are currently unpopular or unfashionable and converting them into
beautiful ornamented piece of jewellery, especially if a person is not averse to a bit of speculation and
/or has an interest in numismatics. The study also aimed at increasing the longevity and usability of
old rare coins by beautifully doing enamel on them, thus preserving them and increasing their aesthetic
value and Increasing the beauty and historical significance of coins by using coins as jewellery which
would be a way of appreciating coins. The study is very exploratory as it required exploring the
different techniques of enameling on coins and from the exploration it was found that champlevé was
the best suitable technique for enameling on coins because in this technique enameling was done only
on background of coin thus not disturbing the designs and motifs on coins. The study in itself is very
experimental because of the amalgamation of Meenakari and coin jewellery, and to find the acceptance
of this amalgamation of such kind of jewellery among the people. Design and product development
included six stages such as structure forming of jewellery, soldering, polishing, stone setting, gold/
silver plating and last and final step of meenakari. In the study it was found that enameling is possible
on pure silver and gold coins, but in the case of Old Indian coins, the characteristics of coin metal has
to be carefully studied before doing enameling-because these coins may have contents of Nickel and
Zinc which produces bad results in enameling and hence this was a limitation in the study. From the
last step in feedback it was found that women preferred meenakari to some extent only and opted for
coin jewellery with semi precious stones than Meenakari on coins. Thus in the further scope of
research, more designs should be made so as to preserve the old coins and increasing their aesthetic
value and Increasing the beauty and historical significance of coins by converting them into beautiful
ornamented piece of jewellery.
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INTRODUCTION

Jewellery has become inseparable to the women in India. The Indian Jewellery is known for
its elegance, intricate expertise and for its variety. However, it is not restricted to women only.
History is evident that adorning with jewellery has been a hobby of men too. Apart from being an
ordinary accessory, the divinity and artistic essence is also there.

Stones and metals were believed to have these qualities too, some were thought to heal where
some could cause bad luck, good luck or even influence our daily lives and interaction with the
universe. Ancient Alchemists around the world thought that minerals could enrich the spirit in many
forms. Today still, many modern beliefs retain these traditions and reverences of magic and healing.
Even scientists and doctors are beginning to respect and explore the possibilities and nature of
many phenomena related to the healing properties of stones and metals.

Ancient tribal beliefs and myths held many minerals with some form of awe and godly
supernatural essence. Just as tribal ornamentation serves as a spiritual journey or a symbol of
status or to make a statement modern fashion follows this same ancient trend. Jewellery can
signify many aspects of modern society and individuals such as religion, wealth, beliefs and even
marriage.

Indians have been using jewellery for adornment since centuries. The significance of jewellery
in the country is evident from the fact that on many auspicious occasions, jewellery forms a part of
gifts. India and jewellery, jewellery and Indian women - the terms are linked inherently. At the time
of wedding as well as numerous other occasions, a woman is gifted jewellery by her parents and
relatives. Although the gift is meant to give her security in contingency, ornamentation is an obvious
purpose.

Many Indians make it a point to own gold and silver, if for no other reason than to use it in
weddings. Indian brides traditionally have a dowry of gold. This is usually in the form of high
cartage gold made into jewellery, often incorporating gold and silver coins. During weddings and on
special occasions there is tradition of gifting gold and silver as lucky gifts.

And also over the centuries, many ancient, rare and ultimately valuable gold, silver coins have
been melted and made into jewellery. There are many interesting rare Indian gold and silver coins
which are in danger of being melted down.

Collecting such coins which are currently unpopular or unfashionable and converting them
into something different might be a good idea, especially if a person is not averse to a bit of
speculation and or has an interest in numismatics.

Research objective :
– The study aims at increasing the longevity and usability of old rare coins by beautifully

crafting enamel on them, thus preserving them and increasing their aesthetic value.
–  Increasing the beauty and historical significance of coins by converting them as jewellery

which would be a way of appreciating the value of coins.
– To create invention in the field of coin jewellery by introducing enameling fashioned with

semi-precious stones.
– Designing a range thereby converting them into beautiful ornamented piece of jewellery.
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Sub objectives :
– The aim is to study various techniques of enameling and finding the best suitable technique

of enameling/ meenakari on coins.
– To study the physical characteristics of coins, availability of old coins.
– To explore the feasibility of technique by exploring enameling on all shapes and sizes of

coins on the basis of experimentation.

Significance of the research :
– The significance of the study is to use coins as jewellery, thereby increasing the demand

for coins in today’s generation.
– Creating awareness among consumers and meenakari artisans about the possibility of

enameling over coin surface.
Artisans are experimenting with more modern and simplified designs that often demand lower

prices. The desi, or Indian meena, melts at an extremely high temperature achieved only with a
furnace and is exceptionally delicate and hence fired only twice, whereas the vilayati meena, or
enamel sourced from Europe, has a much lower melting point that can be achieved with a heater
and has greater flexibility in terms of the number of firings it can take. The vilayati meena is
substantially cheaper than the desi version, thus allowing meena worked jewellery to be worn by a
wider section of society.

Challenges :
The cost of precious metals and stones impose a high price on Meenakari work, making it a

luxury item. Consumers usually buy fewer luxury items and consider their purchase for a longer
period of time before committing to the item. Traditional Meenakari designs demand the highest
prices and, today, are usually bought for brides and worn by relatives at weddings. Many new
designs don’t use the metal engraving technique at all, and create works using only the enamel
process, a process that is the same as western practices.

Coins might at first appear to be purely decorative elements in Indian jewellery and on costumes;
however, as is typical of Indian culture, almost every component in jewellery has more than a
decorative significance, and this also applies to coins. Obviously coins are a symbol of wealth.
Presumably, a person who uses coins as a ornament possesses a surplus. Because coins in jewellery
are seen by others, they contribute to wearer’s prestige, a calculated objective. Coins in jewellery
thus came to symbolize state protection, from which evoked the idea of the mystic, amuletic power
superstitious people often attribute to coins.

METHODOLOGY
Research in domain of jewellery needed an approach demanding delicacy and subtlety.

Information and resources are not easily available and rather protected for the fear of competition
by other jewelers. This research was conducted by adopting proven research methodology, as
suggested by researchers (Hair et al., 2005, Kothari, 2002) from time to time for different cases.
As ‘Traditional Meenakari on coins’ is a amalgamation of Meenakari on coins, this research in
itself becomes a new innovation and makes this research very exploratory and experimental research.
Research is conducted into the potential and the scope of jewellery as a medium, with the goal of
innovation and furthering development. The experimental and exploratory approach to the discipline
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allows for an autonomous method for the creation of jewellery. It is also possible to place greater
emphasis on the design aspects of working with jewellery and to approach it as a product, or to
work with objects that have a personal nature similar to that of jewellery.

This research also includes exploration of different enameling techniques and to find the best
suitable technique for enameling on coins, also exploring the coins available in market. This research
should give a useful indication about the status of the Meenakari in the market place. This helped to
know about the consumer trends and their demands, the popular design series among the youth, the
market pattern for enameling, Present demand for enameling, innovation which has been done in
enameling, the popular design trends they follow, also the regional buying patterns and also their
complaints.

Purpose :
The purpose of this research was carried out to refine the objectives and provide lines of

enquiry for next stages. This research was an attempt to find out the answers of the following:
– Best Metal suitable for enameling.
– No of Techniques in enameling.
– Possibility of enameling on Old Indian coins and Religious coins.
– Possibility of enameling on all shapes and sizes.
– Best suitable technique for Meenakari on Coins
– Possibility of Meenakari with Semi-precious stones
– Acceptance of Meenakari coined Jewellery by consumers.

Development of sketches :
A sketch is a rapidly executed freehand

drawing that is not usually intended as a finished
work. A sketch may serve a number of purposes:
it might record something that the artist sees, it
might record or develop an idea for later use or it
might be used as a quick way of graphically
demonstrating an image, idea or principle.

Experimentation of technique :
The champlevé technique (Champlevé is a

technique were the metal is engraved and small
pits are formed, this are later filled with enamel
colours) was experimented on a silver coin which is usually used in religious occasions. The following
steps were followed while experimenting the technique:

1. At first the coin is cleaned with sulphuric acid so that no traces of oil remain on the surface
of the coin.

2. Enamel colours are thoroughly cleaned with water so that no impurities remain in the
colour.

3. This enamel colour is mixed with glue and then applied on to the surface of the coin. This
process is done very carefully so that the colour does not come onto the motifs.

4. Once the colour is applied, the coin is left to get dried up.
5. The coin is torch-fired for 2 minutes, till the enamel melts.

Fig. 1 : Sketches of pendant and earrings
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6. After one firing, colour is again applied to coin and then fired again for getting perfect
results.

7. The coin is washed with sulphuric acid; the acid bath gives a natural shine to the coin.

Final design process :
This is the final step of the Design

development process, once the stone are set the
piece can be enameled and then cleaned properly
for no carbon remains. The delicate embellishment
and the depth of the detail is maintained during this
stage. The whole process took a period of 10-12
days.

Feedback of consumers :
A Feedback of 22 Female respondents was

conducted, this Focused research was conducted
in order to learn and understand the attitude of
potential consumers towards Meenakari jewellery and subsequent quantitative research would be
carried in order to measure how widespread these attitudes are.

Feedback of artisans :
When feedback was taken from the artisans

who were interviewed in the pilot study, they
answered that Meenakari on the coins looked untidy
and hence the meenakari is the area which demands
a lot of attention and cleanliness. The meenakari
should not come on the motifs of the coins.

When asked about the frame of the jewellery
pieces they answered that more designs can be
introduced into the frames but this would increase
the labour cost and silver cost and hence the overall
price of the jewellery would increase.

Thus from the analysis it was clear that
Meenakari on the coin should be done more
precisely and with great attention, more semi-
precious stones should be introduced on the coins,
and more designs on the frames of the coins can
be introduced.

Analysis of feedback
Analysis of the feedback shows that Jewellery set was the most preferred choice among the

consumers they rated jewellery set the highest among the other 4 jewellery pieces; they rated the
jewellery highest in terms of beauty followed by Innovation and Material. When asked about whether
they would like to purchase the jewellery 20 females answered they would like to purchase the
jewellery and majorly thinks that the price of the jewellery is about right, Consumers answered that

Fig. 2 : Steps of experimentation

Fig. 3 : Final Design
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they would like Meenakari with semi precious stones on coins and also Coins with Semi precious
stones only.

Conclusion
Overall the consumers like the idea of the introduction of meenakari on coins but the areas

where the improvement in needed is in the application of enamel color on coins, champlevé is the
technique which is most suitable but any other technique can be introduced, which would provide
greater ease of 116 application of enamel colors on the coins without disturbing the motifs of the
coin.

Thus it was concluded that Meenakari which is very traditional has also been converted into
contemporary form thus increasing its aesthetic appeal. The delicate embellishment and the depth
of the designs were achieved and the luscious and the delicate intricacy of each jewellery piece
have tried to flutter for more for the consumers. A range was designed with time-tested artistry,
passion, perfection and luxury. The Intricate patterns of Old Indian-British Raj coin beautifully
enameled with hand selected stones bringing to life the delicate designs that is subtly enthralling and
decadently exclusive.

Further scope of study :
The Champlevé technique should be studied and practiced to the deepest and fullest, and

further more experimentation in the application of enamel colors should be done so as to get proper
and perfect results in application of colors. More designs and semi-precious stones should be
studied and experimented on coins for more appealing jewellery. Meenakari can be done on various
other forms of jewellery like rings, bangles, choker necklaces, anklets, bracelets and so on. The
introduction of enameling on religious coins should also be introduced and this coin can be used for
gifting purposes during weddings and special occasions.
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