
INTRODUCTION

The urbanization has become greater than before

from 27.81% (Census, 2001) to 31.16% (Census, 2011).

Population Division of Department of Economic and

Social Affairs (United Nations, 2015); India is the second

most populous country in the world and has reached a

situation where urban problems have assumed serious

proportions. The fast tempo of population growth in urban

areas are creating problems like socio-economic

imbalance, child abuse and child labour, socio-political
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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted in urban cities of Mehsana District, Gujarat State which aimed to investigate, the

social problems among urban adults. A representative sample of 1050 respondents i.e. 150 respondents (75 male and

75 female) from seven urban areas were selected by following random sampling procedure. Age of respondents,

education, place of living, occupation, income, family type, family size, caste and mass media exposure were studied as

independent variables. The social problems (ten dimensions) were studied as dependent variables. For measurement

of independent variables, the interview schedule was developed. For measurement dependent variables i.e. social

problem, a standardized tools developed by Bawa and Kumar (2005) was used with slight modification as per requirement

of researcher and area of the study. Statistical analysis was done by computing, frequency, percentage, standard

deviation and correlation coefficient. The findings related to social problems showed that majority (62.00 per cent) of

the respondents perceive less than average social problem. There was significant difference between male and female

regarding overall level of social problem. The findings related to dimensions social problems showed that equal per

cent (68.09 %) of respondents perceived average level of socio-economic and child labour problem, 71.62 per cent of

the respondents perceived average socio-political problem, 71.14 per cent perceived average education problem, 58.19

per cent perceived average crime problem, 55.71 per cent perceived average level of addiction problem, 64.95 per cent

perceived health problem, 66.67 per cent perceived average level of family problem, 65.81 per cent perceived average

level of adulteration problem and 66.28 per cent perceived average level of violence against women. It was found that

the male and female respondents difference in perception about the six dimensions of social problems.
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problems, educational problems, crime and criminals, drug

and alcoholism, health related problems, family problems,

adulteration and violence against women that requires

urgent attention and are thus included in the study.

Mehsana is one of the largest cities in North Gujarat

and possess a number of primary industries including dairy,

oil and natural gas works are situated in or around the

city. The present study will try to find out the problems

that are faced by adults (both male and female) of

Mehsana District in the present situation and the extent

to which people are satisfied with their life through
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following objectives:

1. To study personal, socio-economic characteristics

of educated adults of Mehsana District

2. To examine social problems of educated adults

of Mehsana District

3. To compare social problems of educated male

and female of Mehsana District

METHODOLOGY

The present study aims to investigate the social

problems faced by educated male and female living in

urban area. Study also finds if any, disparity is found

among male and female in facing social problems. The

present study was conducted in seven urban cities of

Mehsana District, Gujarat State i.e. Kadi, Vadnagar,

Kheralu, Vijapur, Mehsana, Visnagar and Unjha.

Educated adult i.e. male and female who were married

and having minimum educational qualification of eighth

standard of Mehsana District were considered as

respondents for the present study. A representative

sample of 1050 respondents i.e. 150 respondents (75 male

and 75 female) from seven urban areas were selected

by following random sampling procedure.

Age of respondents, education, place of living,

occupation, income, family type, family size, caste and

mass media exposure were studied as independent

variables. The social problems were studied as dependent

variables.

A pre-structured interview scheduled was developed

to collect the data for measurement of independent

variables. The first part of interview scheduled dealt with

background information of the respondents. The

questions consisted of personal, socio-economic and

communicational characteristics of respondents. The

second part of interview scheduled consisted of questions

pertaining to measurement of dependent variable i.e.

‘Social Problem. For measurement dependent variables

i.e. social problem, a standardized tool developed by Bawa

and Kumar (2005) was used with slight modification as

per requirement of researcher.

Social problem here is operationalized as per

standardized tool i.e. socio-economic imbalance, child

abuse and child labour, socio-political problems,

educational problems, crime and criminals, drug and

alcoholism, health related problems, adulteration and

violence against women; that people come across in

everyday life. The response is measured on five point

option viz., (i) Strongly Agree, (ii) Agree, (iii) Undecided,

(iv) Disagree and (v) Strongly Disagree. The response

of the respondents is marked as 5, 4, 3, 2 and 1 for positive

sentences and 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for negative sentences.

Statistical analysis was done by computing,

frequency, percentage, standard deviation and correlation

coefficient.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Personal, socio-economic characteristics of

educated adults of Mehsana District:

The findings regarding basic profile is given in Table

1. The findings related to personal profile revealed that

56.76 per cent of the respondents were in age group of

29 to 46 years, 37.62 per cent of the respondents were

educated up to Under Graduate level, 60.19 per cent of

the respondents were working in private sector, majority

(30.48 %) of the respondents were earning Rs. 5000 to

9999 per month, 72.19 per cent of the respondents were

member of nuclear family, 70.67 per cent of the

respondents belonged to small family size, 37.43 per cent

of the respondents belonged to SEBC and 57.62 per cent

of the respondents had medium level of mass media

exposure.

Among the educated male and female, the age,

family type, family size, caste and media exposure

showed no significant difference. Further, education,

occupation and income showed highly significant

difference between male and female respondents. The

Calculated ‘z’ value for Education, Occupation and

Income are 3.90**, 6.26** and 9.24**, respectively.

The social problems of educated adults of Mehsana

District:

The social problems was studied under ten

dimensions, such as socio-economic imbalance, child

abuse and child labour, socio-political problems,

educational problems, crime and criminals, drug and

alcoholism, health related problems, adulteration and

violence against women; as perceived by male and female

respondents are discussed firstly in terms of overall social

problems perceived and later each dimension is studied

separately.

Overall social problems as perceived by all the

respondents:

The data presented in Table 2 clearly reflect that

16.38 per cent of the overall respondents had average

social problem, while 21.62 per cent of the respondents
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perceived above average level of social problem and

majority (62.00 %) of the respondents perceive less than

average social problem.

When compared between male and female

respondents regarding social problem (Table 3), it was

found that 18.86 per cent of male respondents and 13.90

per cent of female respondents perceived average level

of social problem. Further, 16.95 per cent of male

respondents and 26.30 per cent of female respondents

perceived above average social problems in society and

64.19 per cent of male respondents and 59.80 per cent

of female respondents perceived below average social

problem. To test whether there is difference in perception

of social problem among male and female, the ‘Z’ test

was applied.

The result was found to be significant. The result

revealed that there was significant difference between

male and female regarding overall level of social problem

i.e., the female respondents perceived more social

problems in comparison to male respondents.

In order to find the areas where the male and female

perception of social problems differs, all the ten

dimensions of social problem was studied separately. The

details are given as follows:

Dimension 1: Socio-economic problems as

perceived by the respondents:

Examination of socio-economic status acts as a

Table 1 : Distribution of respondents according to personal, socio-economic characteristics of educated male and female of 

Mehsana District   (n=1050) 

Male Female 
Variables 

 

Frequency Per cent Frequency Per cent 

<28 years 139 26.48 149 28.39 

29 to 46 years 309 58.85 287 54.66 

Age 

> 47 years 77 14.67 89 16.95 

Fifth to twelfth class 36 06.86 71 13.53 

Diploma 182 34.67 201 38.29 

Under Graduate 216 41.14 179 34.09 

Education* 

Post Graduate and above 91 17.33 74 14.09 

Self employed 220 41.90 91 17.33 

Private job 246 46.86 386 73.53 

Occupation* 

Government Job 59 11.24 48 9.14 

> Rs. 50,000/- 22 04.19 16 3.05 

Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 49,999 156 29.71 67 12.76 

Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 19,999 195 37.14 95 18.10 

Rs. 5000- Rs. 9999 139 26.48 181 34.48 

Rs. 2500- Rs. 4999 13 02.48 122 23.23 

Income* 

< Rs. 2499 0 0 44 8.38 

Joint 139 26.48 153 29.14 Family type 

Nuclear 386 73.52 372 70.86 

Small family (<4) 377 71.81 365 69.52 

Medium family (5 to 6) 139 26.47 149 28.39 

Family size 

Large family (> 7) 9 01.72 11 2.09 

General 169 32.19 197 37.52 

SEBC 209 39.81 184 35.05 

SC 117 22.29 113 21.52 

Caste 

ST 30 05.71 31 05.91 

Low (< 11.61) 074 14.09 078 14.86 

Medium (11.62-21.52) 271 51.62 334 63.62 

Media exposure 

High (> 21.53) 180 34.29 113 21.52 

Note: The Calculated 'z' value for Education, Occupation and Income are 3.90**, 6.26** and 9.24** respectively.  

The other variables were found to be statistically not significant when compared between male and female. 

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS AS PERCEIVED BY EDUCATED ADULTS OF MEHSANA DISTRICT OF GUJARAT STATE
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gradient that reveals inequities in access to and distribution

of resources in society. It is evident from the Fig.1 that

68.09 per cent of the respondents perceived average level

of socio-economic problems, followed by 20.77 per cent

with below average and 11.14 per cent perceive above

average social problems.

Dimension 2: Child abuse and child labour problems

as perceived by the respondents:

The problem of child abuse and child labor is a serious

matter not only in India, but also in other developing

countries. It is great social problem. The data presented

in the Fig. 2 reflects that 68.09 per cent of the respondents

perceived average child abuse and child labour problem,

03.24 per cent with below average and 28.67 per cent

Table 2 : Distribution of the respondents according to level of social problems perceived 

Male 

n1 = 525 

Female 

n2 = 525 

Overall 

n = 1050 

Sr. 

No. 

Level of Social 

Problems 

Range 

of 

'Z' score Frequency Percentage 

 

Frequency Percentage 

 

Frequency Percentage 

 

1.  Extremely High 

Social Problems 

(389 and more) 

+2.01 

and 

above 

12 2.29 30 5.72 42 4 

2.  High Social 

Problems 

(371-388) 

+1.26 to 

2.00 

46 8.76 59 11.25 105 10 

3.  Above Average 

Social Problems 

(353-370) 

+0.51 to 

1.25 

31 5.90 

16.95% 

49 9.33 

26.30% 

80 7.62 

21.62% 

4.  Average Social 

Problems 

(328-352) 

-0.50 to 

+0.50 

99 18.86 

 

73 13.90 

 

172 16.38 

 

5.  Below Average 

Social Problems 

(310-327) 

-0.51 to 

-1.25 

76 14.48 75 14.28 151 14.38 

6.  Low Social 

Problems 

(292-309) 

-1.26 to 

-2.00 

91 17.33 102 19.43 193 18.38 

7.  Extremely Low 

Social Problems 

(291 and less) 

-2.01 

and 

below 

170 32.38 

64.19% 

137 26.09 

59.80% 

307 29.24 

62.00% 

 

Table 3 : Comparison between female and male regarding overall level of social problems 

Gender Mean SE(d) ‘Z’ calculated Table value Result 

Male (n1 = 525) 309.35 2.639 2.16 Z0.05=1.96 * 

Female (n2 = 525) 312.07  

* Significant at 5 per cent level 

 

 

Fig. 1 : Level of socio-economic problem

The major socio-economic problem perceived by

the respondents is that ‘most of the people are deprived

of basic needs’.

 

Fig. 2 : Level of child labour problem
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Table 4 : Comparison between male and female regarding socio-economic problems 

Male 

(n1 = 525) 

Female 

(n2 = 525) 

Overall 

(n = 1050) 

Calculated 

Z 

Dimension  

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage  

Below average (< 30.0) 054 10.28 63 12 117 11.14 

Average (30.10- 41.94) 358 68.19 357 68 715 68.09 

I- Socio-economic 

problem 

 Above average (> 41.95) 113 21.53 105 20 218 20.77 

0.7575NS 

  Mean1 = 35.87 Mean2 = 36.15    

Below average (< 21) 14 2.67 20 3.82 34 3.24 

Average (21.01-25.39) 367 69.90 348 66.28 715 68.09 

II- Child abuse and 

child labour 

problem Above average (> 25.38) 144 27.43 157 29.90 301 28.67 

2.84** 

  Mean1 = 23.25 Mean2 = 22.85    

Below average (< 61) 38 7.24 10 1.90 48 4.57 

Average (61.10-86.83) 339 64.57 413 78.67 752 71.62 

III- Socio-political 

problems 

 Above average (> 86.84) 148 28.19 102 19.43 250 23.81 

1.49** 

  Mean1 = 73.07 Mean2 = 74.26    

Below average (< 61) 61 11.62 72 13.71 133 12.67 

Average (61.10-86.83) 371 70.67 376 71.62 747 71.14 

IV-Educational 

problems 

Above average (> 86.84) 93 17.71 77 14.67 170 16.19 

1.812NS 

  Mean1 = 36.30 Mean2 = 35.46    

Below average (< 17) 142 27.05 116 22.09 258 24.57 

Average (17.10- 27.82) 304 57.90 307 58.48 611 58.19 

V-Crime and 

criminal problems 

Above average (> 27.83) 79 15.05 102 19.43 181 17.24 

2.072* 

  Mean1 = 22.22 Mean2 = 22.89    

Below average (< 20) 72 13.71 90 17.14 162 15.43 

Average (20.10-31.21) 331 63.05 254 48.38 585 55.71 

VI- Drug and 

alcoholism 

problems Above average (> 31.22) 122 23.24 181 34.48 303 28.86 

3.023** 

  Mean1 = 24.95 Mean2 = 26.01    

Below average (< 20) 82 15.62 72 13.71 154 14.67 

Average (20.10-31.00) 341 64.95 341 64.95 682 64.95 

VII- Health related 

problems 

Above average (> 31.05) 102 19.43 112 21.34 214 20.38 

1.211NS 

  Mean1 = 25.10 Mean2 = 25.52    

Below average (< 17) 102 19.43 25 4.76 127 12.09 

Average (17.10-25.54) 321 61.14 379 72.19 700 66.67 

VIII- Family 

problems 

Above average (> 25.55) 102 19.43 121 23.05 223 21.24 

3.157** 

  Mean1 = 20.77 Mean2 = 21.61    

Below average (< 23) 35 6.67 67 12.76 102 9.71 

Average (23.10-32.21) 345 65.71 346 65.90 691 65.81 

IX- Adulteration 

problem 

Above average (> 32.22) 145 27.62 112 21.34 257 24.48 

2.9551
**

 

  Mean1 = 27.97 Mean2 = 27.13    

Below average (< 16) 18 3.43 18 3.43 36 3.44 

Average (16.10- 23.74) 394 75.05 302 57.52 696 66.28 

X- Perception 

about violence 

Above average (> 23.75) 113 21.52 205 39.05 318 30.28 

1.51NS 

  Mean1 = 19.63 Mean2 = 19.99    

 

perceive above average child abuse and child labour

problem.

The major problem perceived by the respondents

regarding the child abuse and child labour is that ‘child

labour adversely affect child’s personality development’.

Dimension 3: Socio-political problems as perceived

by the respondents:

The respondents were distributed according to level

of socio-political problem perceived so as to find the

number of the respondents falling in below average,

average or above average category. The data presented

in the Fig. 3 reflects that 71.62 per cent of the respondents

perceive average socio-political problem, 04.57 cent with
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below average and 23.81 per cent perceive above

average socio-political problem.

data presented in the Fig. 4 reveal that 71.14 per cent of

the respondents perceive average education problem,

12.67 per cent with below average and 16.19 per cent

perceived above average education problem.

The major education problem perceived by the

respondents is that ‘privatization of education will prove

to be harmful in long run’.

Dimension 5: Crime and criminal problems as

perceived by the respondents:

Crime level of a place shows security of people in

society. The data presented in the Fig. 5 reveal that 58.19

per cent of the respondents perceived average crime and

criminal problem, 24.57 per cent below average and 17.24

per cent perceived above average crime and criminal

problem.

Table 5 : Ranking of different dimensions of social problem as perceived by the overall respondents   (n = 1050) 

Sr. No. Dimensions of social problems Weighted mean score Per cent Rank 

1. Socio-economic imbalance 38138/52900 72.09 IV 

2. Child labour 24413/37030 65.93 IX 

3. Socio-political problems 78081/105800 73.80 I 

4. Educational problems 37961/52900 71.76 V 

5. Crime and criminal problems 23863/37030 64.44 X 

6. Addiction problems 26960/37030 72.81 II 

7. Health problems 26778/37030 72.31 III 

8. Family problems 22420/31740 70.64 VI 

9. Adulteration problems 29149/42320 68.88 VII 

10. Violence against women 20960/31740 66.04 VIII 

 

 

Fig. 3 : Level of crime problem

The major socio-political problem perceived by the

respondents is ‘lot of nation’s property is damaged due

to riots’.

Dimension 4: Educational problems as perceived

by the respondents:

India’s education system is the world’s third largest

in terms of students, next to China and the United States

(http://www.gvctesangaria.org/websiteimg/publications/

jdarticle.pdf). Thus, examination of educational issues will

help in taking effective steps towards solving them. The

Fig. 4 : Level of education problem

Fig. 5 : Level of socio-political problem

The major issue perceived regarding crime and

criminal is that ‘the index of crime is rapidly increasing’.

Dimension 6: Drug and alcoholism problems as

perceived by the respondents:

Drug addiction refers to regular intake of hazardous

substances that have ill effect on health i.e., malnutrition,
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memory loss, psychotic behavior, aggression,brain

damage and less reflex etc. These substances includes :

prescribed medication, cigarette, alcohol, cocaine, hashish,

heroin etc.The data presented in the Fig. 6 reveal that

55.71 per cent of the respondents perceived average level

of addiction problem, followed by 28.86 per cent with

above average and 15.43 per cent perceived below

average level of addiction problem.

Fig. 6 : Level of addiction problem

The major problems perceived regarding drug and

alcoholism is that ‘drug addiction is ruining the life of

youth’.

Dimension 7: Health related problems as perceived

by the respondents:

According to the Constitution of India, health is the

responsibility of State Governments, rather than the

central federal government. It makes every state

responsible to raise the level of nutrition and the standard

of living of its people and the improvement of public health

as among its primary duties.The data presented in the

Fig. 7 reveal that 64.95 per cent of the respondents

perceived average level of health problem, followed by

20.38 per cent with above average and 14.67 per cent

perceived below average level of health problem.

 

Fig. 7 : Level of health problem

The major problems perceived regarding health is

that ‘the number of people suffering from psychiatric

problems is increasing in society’.

Dimension 8: Family problems as perceived by the

respondents:

The twentieth century brought enormous changes

in the Indian family system. Transformation of traditional

family system, from joint to nuclear, is steadily on the

decrease from the urban sight. Extended family is a

transitory phase between joint and nuclear family system.

The available data suggest that the joint family is on its

way out in rural areas too (Singh, 2004; 134-140). The

data presented in the Fig. 8 reveal that 66.67 per cent of

the respondents perceived average level of family

problem, followed by 21.24 per cent with above average

and 12.09 per cent perceived below average level of family

problem.

 

Fig. 8 : Level of family problem

The major problems perceived regarding family is

that ‘Indiscipline freedom for children leads them to

astray’.

Dimension 9: Adulteration problem as perceived

by the respondents:

The data presented in the Fig. 9 reveal that 65.81

per cent of the respondents perceived average level of

adulteration problem, 24.48 per cent with above average

and 09.71 per cent perceived below average level of

 

Fig. 9 : Level of adulteration problem
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adulteration problem.

The major adulteration problem perceived by the

respondents is that ‘Pornography through internet is

common among youth’.

Dimension 10: Perception about violence:

Violence due to dowry is a serious problem that

affects the lives of females. Dowry is given from the

bride’s family to the groom or in-laws before, during or

anytime after the marriage. Dowry may include gifts,

money, goods or property etc.The data presented in the

Fig. 10 reveal that 66.28 per cent of the respondents

perceived average level of violence, 30.28 per cent with

above average and 3.44 per cent perceived below

average level of violence against women.

 

Fig. 10 : Level of dowry and violence problem

The major violence problems perceived by the

respondents are ‘Men are also victimized by women’.

Comparison between male and female regarding

various dimensions of social problems:

To test whether there is difference in perception of

varied social problems among male and female, the ‘Z’

test was applied. The details of which are given in Table

4. According to the table it can be revealed that no

significant difference between male and female regarding

socio-economic problem, educational problem, health

problem and violence problem.

When compared between male and female

respondents regarding child abuse and child labour

problem, socio-political problems, drug and alcoholism

problem, family problems and adulteration was found to

be highly significant. It was found that the perception of

male related to child abuse and child labour was higher

in comparison to female. Female were found to be more

sensitive towards addiction problems in society and

female respondents were also more sensitive towards

family problems

The result revealed that there is a significant

difference at 5 per cent level, between male and female

regarding crime and criminal problem i.e. the female

respondents perceived more crime problems in

comparison to male respondents

Conclusion of the study:

The present study contributes to the literature in a

numerous ways. Firstly, the study examined and compared

the social problems perceived by the male and female

respondents. It was found that the male and female

respondents difference in perception about the six

dimensions of social problems i.e. child abuse and child

labour problem, socio-political problems, drug and

alcoholism problem, family problems and adulteration and

crime and criminal problem. Thus it can be stated that

varied efforts should be made to tackle the social problems

of male and female.
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