
INTRODUCTION

The effects of COVID-19 around the globe have

been both unanticipated and significant. The Government

of India ordered a lockdown and suddenly millions of

school going children found themselves dependent on

smartphones and other gadgets for education. This

pandemic had a major effect on the education sector in

India and changed the ways education was imparted for

two years mainly the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 session.

With a country having income inequality as well as

digital divide the concept of online teaching brought forth

a problem that nobody was prepared to handle. Numerous

pupils from different states, classes, castes, genders, and

regions were impacted by COVID-19. Due to the digital

divide, many children were forced out of school as a result

of school closures and the choice to convert traditional

classrooms to digital platforms. Many people who

previously faced obstacles in getting an education like

children with impairments, pupils in distant areas, children
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ABSTRACT

COVID-19 has brought havoc across the world and no sector has been able to remain unaffected by it. Among these
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of migrant workers, immigrants, and asylum seekers have

had minimal or no schooling as a result of the COVID-

19 crisis, or they have fallen further behind their peers.

Numerous kids might be forced to stop their academic

pursuits as a result, even after “normality” has been

restored.

Even before COVID-19, the dropout rate and

number of out-of-school children were both poor. In the

age range of 6 to 17 years, 3.22 crore children are not in

school, 31% of them have never been to school, according

to the NSS 75th Round Household Survey 2017–2018.

(NSO, 2019). In comparison to urban regions, these

numbers were higher in rural areas. The two main

explanations given for skipping school are working in the

economy and helping out with family duties (NSO, 2019).

School closures in India had an impact on about 320 million

students (UNESCO, 2020a). Only 37.6 million children

in 16 states, however, were continuing their education

through a variety of programmes, including radio shows

and online courses, etc. (UNICEF, 2020a). In a survey
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conducted by Save the Children during the pandemic, 62

per cent of the households surveyed stated that their

children were no longer in school, with 67 per cent living

in rural and 55 per cent in urban regions, respectively

(Save the Children, 2020).

Dropout of school going children is a problem that

manifests itself because of various reasons. One of the

most important among them is financial condition which

COVID-19 pandemic further aggravated. The parents

of those children who were not well off were forced to

take out their pupils from school. Besides there are other

reasons too like supporting the family just as a child

becomes adolescent. This is mainly seen in the

households that are poor either in rural or urban areas.

For them education is just a means to atleast read, write

and understand and the moment they become enough

old to work they join the workforce. The problem of girl

child is even worse she is usually asked to help in the

household work or support her siblings.

Education researchers globally have done numerous

studies to examine and assess the reasons which are

contributing factors for dropout among school going

children. Studying causal factors in Indian suburbs of Uttar

Pradesh, Khan and Pandey (2012) discovered that,

compared to 33.89% boys, 16.56% girls dropped out for

personal reasons, 20.34% boys and 47.02% girls owed

their dropout to familial factors, 8.47% boys and 5.29%

girls blamed school as the cause of their dropout, and

compared to 37.29% boys and 31.13% girls shifted the

dropout responsibility to their socioeconomic

circumstances. In a related study conducted in West

Bengal, Mondal and Majumder (2013) linked the

socioeconomic status of rural Indian children with their

dropout problem. According to the authors, dropout rates

between boys and girls differ significantly, and social and

economic reasons, along with other factors like parental

occupation, are mostly to blame for dropouts up to the

primary level. In their research on rural school dropouts

in north India, Dreze and Kingdon (1999) looked at a

variety of factors that may have influenced the dropout

rate of these kids. Parental education, motivation, social

background, village growth, teacher postings, teacher

regularity, and midday meals are a few of the topics the

authors looked into. The chances of females finishing

their primary education have increased by 30% in places

with mid-day meal programmes compared to those

without, according to the authors, who also noted that

parent-teacher coordination plays a big part in grade

attainments. It is also extremely unusual that children of

educated parents will drop out of school. In their study

on school dropout, Hymel et al. (1996) placed particular

emphasis on the four peer influence factors that is previous

social acceptance and rejection, social isolation vs.

involvement, the negative influence of peers, and

aggression and antisocial behaviour that together

contribute to a child’s decision to leave school.

Based on the COVID-19 pandemic and its whether

it did have any relation to dropouts in school children the

following study was conducted.

Objectives of the Study :

The objectives of the study are to understand and

analyse the dropout ratio of school going children from

primary to upper primary and secondary level across

social categories that is General category, Other

Backward Castes or OBCs, Scheduled Castes or SCs

and Scheduled Tribes or STs at pan India level for boys

and girls.

To compare the dropout ratio of boys and girls and

understand the reasons behind their leaving the school.

METHODOLOGY

The data has been taken from UDISE+ which is

the Unified District Information System for Education

under the Department of School Education and Literacy,

Ministry of Education, Government of India. The data

has been taken for four years that is from 2018-19 to

2021-22. The years were decided on the basis of one

year prior to pandemic and one year after it. As it is

known that the school sessions of 2019-20 and 2020-21

were severely affected by the pandemic thus one year

before and after that. The data has been collected for

the four social categories that is General categories

students, OBC students, SC students and ST students

for these four academic session. The methodology used

is simple average and percentage. To calculate the

percentage previous year data has been used as base so

as to find out the percentage change with respect to each

corresponding year.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The Table 1 shows the dropout percentage for all

categories and it can be seen that dropout increased for

the general category students by 124.39% after the

pandemic sessions ended. However across the four social
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groups it can be noticed that there has been a sharp drop

in the percentage as seen in the average column from

the academic session preceding pandemic that is 2018-

19 to 2019-20. This may be because of the reason that

most of the students had to sit at home and there was

hope that their schools could soon might open besides at

that time fees from the students were also not taken by

the schools and there was novelty factor associated to

the pandemic. As it is that only the poor or rather daily

wage earners could not go out hence it might be possible

that their children had to drop out. For other years the

sharp decline as from the 2018-19 to 2019-20 is not seen

which points out to the dropout ratio being falling at a

slow but steady pace which is ultimately the goal.

As far as the sharp spike in dropout ratio in general

category is concerned the reasons cannot be pin pointed

but it may be due to financial stress on families that seems

to be most feasible reason. As it can be noticed in the

table that for the year 2020-21 in general category there

is no dropout in primary and upper primary levels but it

jumped to 2.54% and 1.51% in the year 2021-22 which

points out to probable poor financial situations of the

family. For the OBC caste group and there has been

gradual decline in the dropout ratio across all years while

SC and ST categories saw a slight jump in the dropout

after the pandemic session ended in 2021. It goes in to

show that among these groups those who are studying

continue to study or there is slight change in the ratio and

those who are out of it did not ever attend the school as

various other studies show. It is because of that the change

in general category seems magnified because as studies

show that there might be many general category students

who may have not seen face of school yet proportion

wise their percentage remains low.

Table 2 shows the same pattern as that of all school

going children. It can be seen that the change in general

category girl students is 117.03% meaning compared to

the pandemic years more girls dropped out of the school

when pandemic academic session ended in 2021. Across

all other social groups the change is constant or rather

falling at the steady pace except the year when the

pandemic stared when a sharp decline in drop out is seen

across all academic levels right from primary to

secondary. At the secondary level among the three groups

of SC, ST and OBC there has been a gradual decline

however in case of General category it actually increased

after the first year of pandemic. The probable reasons

for this have been discussed above except the fact that

girl children might have been married off in some cases

or may be just made to sit at home owing to financial

constraints.

The Table 3 shows the same pattern as that of the

girls and of all school going children. It can be seen that

the percentage dropout is higher among boys of general

category than that of girls. The 129.14% change shows

that many of the boys who were going to school had to

Table 1: Dropout Figures of all School going Children in India 2018-19 to 2021-22 

Dropout percentage Year Social Category 

Primary Upper Primary Secondary Average % change 

2018-19 3.61 2.51 13.21 10.52  

2019-20 0.53 0.00 10.95 4.18 60.28 

2020-21 0.00 0.00 10.29 3.43 17.94 

2021-22 

General 

2.54 1.51 10.94 7.70 -124.39 

2018-19 5.16 6.04 20.20 17.93  

2019-20 1.82 3.75 18.65 11.79 34.28 

2020-21 0.87 3.34 15.32 9.32 20.96 

2021-22 

SC 

1.46 3.56 12.55 9.20 1.22 

2018-19 5.48 6.69 24.93 20.48  

2019-20 3.85 6.06 24.18 17.97 12.26 

2020-21 2.52 5.02 20.91 14.51 19.25 

2021-22 

ST 

2.83 6.03 16.62 14.40 0.76 

2018-19 4.37 4.89 18.38 15.39  

2019-20 1.30 2.82 16.49 9.62 37.5 

2020-21 0.75 2.69 14.41 8.28 14.28 

2021-22 

OBC 

0.51 2.99 12.87 7.79 5.50 

Source: UDISE+, Ministry of Education, Government of India. 
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drop out for one reason or the other. The same pattern

across all social groups and all levels of education is again

notice here that is of sharp fall in dropout in the first year

of pandemic and again gradual drop in the social

categories of SC, ST and OBC while in general category

the data shows a sharp spike in dropout cases after the

pandemic year ended.

Summary of Findings and Discussion:

The issue of child dropout is ingrained in the Indian

educational system, and despite some commendable steps

taken by the state and federal governments, the issue

has not received the attention it deserves. With each higher

class, the issue of kid dropout rates worsens, and this, in

addition to a number of other factors, is influenced by

the practise of repeating a class. When children are asked

Table 2 : Dropout Figures of all School going Children (Girls) in India 2018-19 to 2021-22 

Dropout percentage 
Year Social Category 

Primary Upper Primary Secondary Average % change 

2018-19 3.62 2.78 13.03 10.74  

2019-20 0.32 0.07 10.26 3.81 64.54 

2020-21 0 0 10.45 3.48 8.57 

2021-22 

General 

2.42 1.55 10.77 7.56 -117.03 

2018-19 4.9 6.48 18.97 17.70  

2019-20 1.62 4.14 17.39 11.56 34.72 

2020-21 0.76 3.61 14.63 9.25 19.99 

2021-22 

SC 

1.4 3.8 12.03 9.21 0.40 

2018-19 5.23 6.46 23.38 19.48  

2019-20 3.61 5.81 22.65 16.97 12.90 

2020-21 2.31 4.69 19.65 13.55 20.15 

2021-22 

ST 

2.6 5.7 15.33 13.41 1.03 

2018-19 4.18 5.6 17.38 15.57  

2019-20 1.01 3.49 15.43 9.64 38.08 

2020-21 0.73 3.33 14.08 8.75 9.23 

2021-22 

OBC 

0.43 3.57 12.59 8.20 6.36 

Source: UDISE+, Ministry of Education, Government of India 

Table 3 : Dropout Figures of all School going Children (Boys) in India 2018-19 to 2021-22 

Dropout percentage Year Social Category 

Primary Upper Primary Secondary Average % change 

2018-19 3.61 2.27 13.37 10.34  

2019-20 0.72 0 11.59 4.58 55.66 

2020-21 0.04 0 10.14 3.42 25.38 

2021-22 

General 

2.65 1.49 11.09 7.84 -129.14 

2018-19 5.41 5.62 21.32 18.14  

2019-20 2.01 3.4 19.81 12.01 33.76 

2020-21 0.98 3.09 15.96 9.39 21.84 

2021-22 

SC 

1.52 3.33 13.03 9.19 2.09 

2018-19 5.72 6.89 26.4 21.41  

2019-20 4.06 6.3 25.64 18.91 11.69 

2020-21 2.72 5.36 22.14 15.46 18.23 

2021-22 

ST 

3.04 6.35 17.87 15.35 0.73 

2018-19 4.54 4.22 19.26 15.18  

2019-20 1.58 2.19 17.46 9.59 36.82 

2020-21 0.77 2.07 14.7 7.74 19.29 

2021-22 

OBC 

0.57 2.44 13.1 7.38 4.69 

Source: UDISE+, Ministry of Education, Government of India 
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to repeat a particular class, they frequently become

frustrated and drop out of school.

The COVID-19 pandemic has created havoc on

every sector human life and education is no exception.

That is why a sharp spike in dropout is seen as the

pandemic session ended in the case of General Category

students. The data shows that general category who are

commonly perceived as less vulnerable too have faced

some issues that has resulted in this upward trend of

dropout. Also it is seen that as a student progresses in

levels his chance of dropout significantly increases which

can be seen in all the three tables about maximum being

in the secondary followed by upper primary and primary.

When seen from the lens of social categories it can be

witnessed that ST category has the maximum dropout

rate amongst all groups followed by SC and OBC.

From the data analysis it is quite evident that girls

as well as boys both have been equally hit hard by the

pandemic and its impact on education and future dropouts

or enrolment remains to be seen.  As these are merely

numbers and not the practical component of true

education, it is equally important to recognise that a

country’s literacy rate cannot be used as a gauge of its

educational strength and reach. Higher degrees of formal

education increase the likelihood that those

accomplishments will be reflected in and applied in

practise. Therefore, there is a larger need to advance

education past the point of simply mastering the skills of

reading and writing.

Government Initiatives:

The government has launched various initiatives like

the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Kasturba Gandhi Balika

Vidyalayas, Mid day Meal Scheme, Eklavya Model

Residential Schools, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas and

various others. Among these Mid Day Meal Scheme

needs special mention. This scheme actually helps in

reducing the burden on parents and gives an assurance

that their children will receive quality and nutritious food

and will not be malnourished which is one of the main

issues in rural areas. The scheme is beneficial for the

poor and they feel contented that their wards are receiving

free food apart from free studies. In government schools

uniform as well as books are also free and in some states

scholarships are also provided to the students and cycle

to girl children. Then from time to time various state

governments bring forth schemes like free laptops etc.

so that there is high enrolment, high retention and low

dropouts from education. The government can do so as

much besides improvement in certain areas and it is now

up the people to support their children and let them study.

Conclusion:

Various studies have shown that mid day meal

scheme has actually helped and students many a time

come only because there is free food. Also as India is

one of the youngest countries in the world and soon to

become most populous the onus is on the citizens of this

country and mainly the youth to be the driving force behind

the growth and then only will it be possible to reap the

benefits of demographic dividend. To achieve this it is

necessary to reduce the dropout rates at a faster level

and enrolment rates be increased. As the data showed

that maximum dropout happens during the secondary level

it is necessary to follow measures that help in the retention

of students. Also it is necessary to reduce dropout rate

for girl students across social groups and levels so as she

may not become burden as is perceived by some people.

The growth of India is only possible when everyone

whether be a boy or a girl from every social category

studies.
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