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ABSTRACT

This overview explores the role of several prominent Parisian fashion museums and their contributions to textile preservation. The
Cité de la Mode et du Design, known as “Les Docks,” is a contemporary hub for fashion and design, housing the Institute
Frangais de la Mode (IFM) and employing advanced conservation techniques for textile artifacts. The Fan Museum (“Musée de
I’Eventail”) highlights the history and craftsmanship of fan-making, utilizing preventive conservation methods to maintain its
delicate collection. The Museum of Decorative Arts, with its extensive collection of fashion items, employs specialized cleaning
and conservation techniques to protect its valuable textiles. The Musée Yves Saint Laurent, with locations in Paris and Marrakech,
preserves the legacy of the designer through meticulous conservation and educational programs. The Palais Galliera showcases
an extensive collection of fashion history with rigorous conservation practices, while La Galerie Dior presents Dior’s haute
couture with advanced preservation methods. The Fondation Azzedine Alaia continues the couturier’s legacy through strict
environmental controls and educational initiatives. Lastly, the Musée de la Toile de Jouy focuses on the preservation of Toile de
Jouy fabric, with comprehensive conservation and educational efforts. The Wesserling Textile Museum preserves the history of
Alsace’s textile production through interactive demonstrations and advanced conservation strategies. Collectively, these
institutions illustrate the diverse approaches and techniques used in preserving textile heritage, reflecting their commitment to
maintaining and celebrating fashion history. Through this comprehensive review, the paper aims to contribute to the discourse on
the importance of museum practices in the realm of fashion and textiles, emphasizing Paris’s enduring influence in the fashion
world.
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INTRODUCTION

Paris, the global epicenter of fashion, has long been
a city where art, culture and style converge. Its fashion
museums serve as monuments to this legacy, offering an
immersive experience into the world of haute couture,
ready-to-wear and textile artistry. These museums are
more than just repositories for clothing; they are dynamic
spaces that capture the essence of fashion as an evolving
art form. They provide a glimpse into the intricate
relationship between fashion, history and society,
reflecting the cultural currents that have shaped style
throughout the centuries. Each museum in Paris is a

celebration of the city’s unparalleled influence on global
fashion, showcasing the creativity, innovation and
craftsmanship that define the industry.

A visit to Parisian fashion museums offers a journey
through time, allowing visitors to trace the evolution of
fashion from the grandiose designs of the 18th century
to the cutting-edge trends of today. The collections housed
within these museums represent a tapestry of historical
moments, encapsulating the shift in aesthetics, materials
and design philosophies over time. From the luxurious
gowns worn by aristocrats to the revolutionary pieces
that disrupted fashion norms, these museums document
the impact of fashion on identity, class and gender roles.
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They also highlight the contributions of visionary designers
who pushed the boundaries of creativity, transforming
clothing into statements of personal and cultural
expression (Carey and Volait, 2020).

In Paris, fashion museums are not confined to the
traditional format of static displays. They engage visitors
through interactive exhibitions, workshops and events that
explore the intersection of fashion and other creative
disciplines. For example, many of these museums
integrate fashion with contemporary art, photography and
digital media, offering new perspectives on the way
fashion is consumed and understood in the modern world.
Visitors can delve into the archives of legendary fashion
houses, explore the ateliers where iconic pieces were
crafted and even witness the meticulous conservation
efforts that ensure these garments endure for future
generations. This multidimensional approach not only
preserves the history of fashion but also inspires future
designers and enthusiasts by highlighting the relevance
of fashion in today’s rapidly changing world (https://
thetravelfolk.com).

The architecture of the museums themselves often
mirrors the beauty and elegance of the collections they
house. From grand 19%-century buildings to sleek modern
spaces, the design of these institutions enhances the visitor
experience. They are places of aesthetic pleasure, where
the very surroundings evoke a sense of luxury and
refinement. Walking through their halls, one can feel the
spirit of Parisian fashion, a blend of tradition and innovation
that has made the city synonymous with style. The
interiors of these museums are often just as carefully
curated as the exhibits themselves, creating an immersive
environment where fashion history comes to life.

The exhibitions in Paris’s fashion museums go
beyond mere retrospectives of designers and collections.
They explore the broader cultural significance of fashion,
examining its role in shaping social movements, identity
and even politics. Fashion, as displayed in these museums,
is not just about clothing; it is about the power of style to
influence and reflect societal change. Whether through
the evolution of women’s fashion and its links to feminist
movements or the impact of global trade on textile
production, these museums present fashion as a lens
through which to view the world. They offer a deeper
understanding of how fashion has been used as a form
of communication, a way to express individuality and
status and a tool for social transformation (Kennedy et
al., 2013).
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Parisian fashion museums also highlight the
meticulous craftsmanship that goes into creating couture.
Visitors can witness the behind-the-scenes work that
turns fabric into art, from the delicate hand-stitching of
haute couture gowns to the innovative techniques used
in contemporary fashion design. The museums often
feature exhibitions that showcase the craftsmanship
behind iconic pieces, providing insight into the skills and
labor involved in their creation. This focus on
craftsmanship underscores the idea that fashion is not
just about aesthetics but also about the artistry and
technique that bring designs to life. In this way, these
museums celebrate the artisans and designers who have
made Paris a beacon of fashion excellence.

In addition to their role in preserving and showcasing
fashion history, Paris’s fashion museums are spaces of
innovation and education. They are continually evolving,
embracing new technologies and approaches to engage
a global audience. Virtual exhibitions, digital archives and
collaborations with contemporary designers ensure that
these museums remain relevant in the digital age. They
also serve as educational platforms, offering programs
for students, professionals and fashion enthusiasts alike.
Through these initiatives, the museums foster a deeper
appreciation for fashion as both an art form and an
industry, ensuring that Paris remains at the forefront of
fashion education and innovation.

This review paper delves into the diverse fashion
museums in Paris, focusing on their unique approaches
to the preservation of textile materials. Each museum
plays a significant role in safeguarding historical garments
and fabrics, employing a range of conservation techniques
to maintain the integrity and longevity of these valuable
collections. From traditional preservation methods used
for delicate silk and lace garments to modern conservation
techniques for synthetic fibers and avant-garde materials,
these institutions offer a comprehensive study of textile
care. The paper examines how Parisian museums balance
the need to preserve historical artifacts while making them
accessible for public display, education and research. By
analyzing their conservation strategies, this review
highlights the ongoing efforts to protect and showcase
Paris’s rich fashion heritage for future generations
(Kennedy et al., 2013).

The Cité de la Mode et du Design: often referred
to as “Les Docks,” is a significant cultural center located
on the Quai d’ Austerlitz in Paris’s 13 arrondissement.
Designed by the architects Jakob and MacFarlane, it
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opened to the public in 2010, revitalizing the old general
storehouses into a lively space dedicated to fashion, design
and culture.

The Cité is recognized for its strong focus on fashion
and design, providing space for exhibitions, designer
showrooms and various events. It acts as a platform for
both established and new designers, frequently hosting
temporary exhibitions with contributions from the Musée
Galliera, emphasizing its importance in the fashion world
of Paris. Additionally, it houses the Institute Francais de
la Mode (IFM), a prominent fashion school that promotes
fashion education and innovation. The Cité¢ employs
advanced conservation techniques to protect its textile
artifacts, including climate-controlled environments,
specialized lighting and careful handling procedures.
Regular events like fashion shows and cultural activities
(https://emuseum.mfah.org).

The Fan Museum: is also known as “Musée de
I’Eventail,” is a unique institution dedicated entirely to
the art and history of fans. Situated in Paris’s 10th
arrondissement, the museum was founded by Anne
Hoguet, a master fan-maker carrying on a family tradition
in the craft that dates back to the 19th century, preserving
and showcasing this rare artisanal heritage. The museum
showcases over 2,500 fans dating from the 16" to the
20™ century, illustrating themes such as mythology, history,
fashion and advertising. The museum was established to
preserve and present the rich history of fans, highlighting
their evolution and the intricate craftsmanship involved.
The collection includes fans made from a variety of
materials, such as silk, vellum, paper and mother-of-pearl,
showcasing the delicate and complex techniques used in
fan-making. In addition to its historical collection, the
museum frequently collaborates with contemporary artists
and designers to organize exhibitions that blend traditional
fan-making with modern fashion. The museum also
houses a workshop where visitors can observe fan-
making techniques and even participate in creating their
fans.

The Museum employs a range of conservation
methods to preserve its delicate textile artifacts, focusing
on stabilizing and maintaining the fans’ integrity without
altering their original state. These techniques include
gentle cleaning, careful handling and climate-controlled
storage to protect against environmental damage. The
museum emphasizes preventive conservation to minimize
the need for restoration, using approved conservation-
grade materials and methods. Additionally, the museum

Internat. J. Appl. Home Sci. |Sept. & Oct., 2024| 11 (9&10)|

plays an educational role by offering workshops, lectures
and tours that explore the history and techniques of fan-
makingand its cultural significance (Troy, 2022).

The Museum of Decorative Arts: designed by
Gaston Redon, opened in 1905 in the Marsan wing of the
Louvre. It houses a monumental collection of decorative
arts and design pieces, including an extensive archive of
over 150,000 fashion items donated by iconic designers
such as Paul Poiret, Madeleine Vionnet, Elsa Schiaparelli,
Cristobal Balenciaga and Christian Lacroix. These pieces
date from the 8" century to the present day. One highlight
is Christian Dior’s tailor bar, the New Look in 1947. The
museum is known for its exceptional exhibitions, including
those dedicated to Dries van Noten and “Tenue
correcteexigée”. The 2017 “Christian Dior, Designer of
Dreams” exhibition, celebrating the 70™ anniversary of
the French fashion house, drew over 700,000 visitors,
setting a record for the museum. A significant renovation
of the fashion galleries has been made possible by a
donation from American financier Stephen A.
Schwarzman and his wife.

Museum of Decorative Arts excels in the
conservation and preservation of textiles through the use
of advanced techniques aimed at maintaining its extensive
collection. Cleaning procedures include wet and dry
methods that utilize specialized solvents and detergents
to remove dirt while stabilizing the textiles without causing
damage. Repair and stabilization of textiles involve
structural repairs using stitching, adhesives and supportive
linings, which help maintain the fabric’s original
appearance and integrity.

Preventive conservation measures are employed to
protect the textiles from environmental damage, with
controlled lighting, humidity and temperature being critical
factors. Additionally, Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
systems prevent infestations that could harm the textiles.
The museum also utilizes modern analytical tools and
methodologies, such as microscopy and spectroscopy, for
detailed study and documentation of the textiles. These
analytical techniques aid in understanding the materials
and techniques used, facilitating more effective
conservation strategies (https://www.vogue.fr/fashion-
culture).

Musée Yves Saint Laurent: The Musée Yves
Saint Laurent, encompassing locations in Paris and
Marrakech, stands as a testament to the enduring legacy
of the iconic fashion designer. In Paris, situated at 5
Avenue Marceau where Yves Saint Laurent’s haute
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couture house once thrived, the museum opened in
October 2017. Here, visitors are immersed in Saint
Laurent’s creative universe through a permanent
exhibition featuring an extensive collection of garments,
accessories, sketches and archival materials that trace
his illustrious career and visionary contributions to fashion.
The museum also hosts temporary exhibitions exploring
diverse facets of Saint Laurent’s work and broader
themes in fashion history. Similarly, in Marrakech,
Morocco, the Yves Saint Laurent Museum opened
simultaneously, reflecting the designer’s profound
connection to the city. Designed by Studio KO to evoke
Saint Laurent’s aesthetic, the Marrakech museum houses
a rich assortment of clothing, accessories, sketches and
photographs, complemented by a research library stocked
with over 5,000 volumes on fashion, Berber culture and
Moroccan history.

Central to both museums’ missions is their role in
preserving fashion and textile heritage. They employ
meticulous conservation practices to safeguard Saint
Laurent’s original designs and textiles, employing climate-
controlled storage and rigorous handling protocols.
Emphasizing digital preservation, the museums document
their collections for future generations. Educational
initiatives further enhance their impact, offering programs
that delve into Saint Laurent’s design techniques, materials
and cultural influences. Through exhibitions, lectures,
workshops and publications, the museums actively engage
with the public and the fashion community, fostering
appreciation for Saint Laurent’s artistic vision and his
profound influence on fashion and textile techniques
globally(Troy, 2022).

The Musée des Arts Decorates is a premier
institution dedicated to decorative arts, design and fashion.
Founded in 1905, it is part of the larger Les Arts
Decorative, an organization established in 1882 to
promote applied arts and highlight the synergy between
industry and art. The museum’s extensive collection,
boasting over one million objects, spans from the Middle
Ages to the present day, featuring furniture, tableware,
carpets, ceramics, glass, jewellry, toys, wallpapers and a
notable array of textiles and fashion.

The museum plays a crucial role in the fashion world,
housing one of the most significant fashion collections
globally. This collection documents the history of fashion
from the 7™ century to contemporary times, including
historic garments that showcase the evolution of fashion
trends and techniques. It also features archives from
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renowned designers such as Christian Dior, Yves Saint
Laurent, Balenciaga and Chanel. Regularly, the museum
organize exhibitions that delve into various aspects of
fashion history, contemporary fashion and the works of
specific designers, thus serving as an educational and
inspirational resource for fashion enthusiasts and
professionals alike.

To preserve its extensive textile collection, the
museum employs advanced conservation techniques.
Climate control is paramount, with stable temperature
and humidity levels maintained to prevent environmental
damage. Light exposure is carefully managed to avoid
fading and degradation of fibers and dyes. Textiles are
stored flat or rolled to minimize stress and creasing and
garments are hung on padded hangers to prevent
deformation. Cleaning methods, including specialized dry
and wet cleaning and conservators repair and reinforce
damaged areas using reversible and minimally invasive
techniques.

Additionally, the museum places a strong emphasis
on documentation and research. Digital records of each
item are created for documentation and research purposes
and ongoing research into historical techniques, materials
and best conservation practices ensures the longevity of
the collections. The museum also engages the public
through workshops, guided tours and exhibitions, educating
visitors about textile conservation and the historical
context of the pieces on display (Carey and Volait, 2020).

The PalaisGalliera: located at 10 Avenue Pierre
ler de Serbie in Paris, is a renowned museum dedicated
to fashion and its history. Designed by architect Paul-
René-Léon Ginain and opened in 1895, the building was
originally commissioned by the Duchess of Galliera to
house her extensive art collection. Over time, it has
transformed into fashion, becoming an essential institution
for the preservation and exhibition of fashion artifacts.
Itplays a significant role in the fashion world by housing
an extensive collection of over 200,000 items, including
garments, accessories and fashion photographs that span
from the 18th century to the present day. The museum’s
collection includes historic pieces from the wardrobes of
notable figures such as Marie Antoinette and Empress
Josephine, as well as works from legendary designers
like Coco Chanel, Christian Dior and Yves Saint Laurent.
This diverse collection offers a comprehensive overview
of fashion history and evolution, highlighting significant
trends and the craftsmanship of different eras.

The museum is known for its dynamic and thematic
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exhibitions, which explore various aspects of fashion
history and contemporary fashion. These exhibitions not
only showcase the museum’s collection but also include
loans from other institutions and private collectors. By
curating exhibitions around specific themes, periods,
designers or social contexts, the Palais Galliera provides
visitors with a deeper understanding of the cultural and
historical significance of fashion (https://www.vogue.fr/
fashion-culture).

In terms of textile preservation, the Palais Galliera
employs a range of advanced techniques to ensure the
longevity of'its collection. Climate control is critical, with
stable temperature and humidity levels maintained to
prevent environmental damage such as mold, mildew and
fiber degradation. Light exposure is carefully managed
to prevent fading and deterioration of fabrics and dyes,
with textiles often displayed in low-light conditions and
rotated frequently to minimize exposure.

The museum uses specialized storage solutions to
protect its textiles. Flat storage is preferred for many
items to avoid stress and distortion, while larger textiles
and garments are often rolled or stored on padded
hangers. This helps to maintain the structural integrity of
the textiles and prevent damage from creasing or
pressure.Cleaning and conservation are undertaken with
great care. Textiles are typically cleaned using dry
methods to avoid water damage, though some items may
undergo wet cleaning with specialized detergents if
necessary. Conservation efforts focus on repairing and
reinforcing textiles in a way that is reversible and
minimally invasive, preserving the original materials and
craftsmanship as much as possible.

Documentation and research are also vital
components of the museum’s preservation efforts. Each
item in the collection is meticulously documented, with
detailed records including photographs, descriptions and
information about its provenance and condition which is
essential for research and planning conservation
treatments. Additionally, the museum conducts ongoing
research into historical textile techniques, materials and
conservation methods to ensure the best possible care
for its collection.

Through its exhibitions, educational programs and
rigorous conservation efforts, the Palais Galliera not only
preserves fashion history but also serves as a vital
resource for scholars, designers and fashion enthusiasts.
Its role in the fashion world is significant, providing insight
into the evolution of style and the cultural importance of
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fashion across centuries (Mathey Garcia-Rada, 2022).

La Galerie Dior: located at 11 Rue Francois ler
in Paris, is a testament to the enduring legacy and
visionary creativity of Christian Dior and his successors.
Opened in 2022 within the iconic building at 30 Avenue
Montaigne, the museum offers a comprehensive journey
through the history and evolution of the Dior brand. The
gallery meticulously showcases a plethora of Dior’s haute
couture designs, accessories, fragrances and artistic
collaborations, providing.

The museum is organized into thematic sections,
highlighting the significant contributions of Dior’s artistic
directors from Yves Saint Laurent to Maria Grazia Chiuri.
Notably, the exhibition includes original sketches, archival
documents and exceptional pieces, many of which are
on display for the first time. Dior’s influence on fashion
is further illustrated through multimedia exhibits that
enhance the overall narrative, offering an engaging and
interactive experience.

La Galerie Dior also plays a crucial role in the
preservation of textiles and fashion artifacts. The museum
employs advanced conservation techniques to maintain
the integrity of its collections. These methods include
controlled environments to prevent deterioration,
specialized cleaning processes and careful handling and
storage protocols. The preservation efforts ensure that
the delicate fabrics, intricate embroidery and historical
garments remain in pristine condition for future
generations to study and appreciate (https://
secretsofparis.com).

The Fondation Azzedine Alaia: located at 18 Rue
de la Verrerie in Paris, is dedicated to preserving and
promoting the legacy of the renowned Franco-Tunisian
couturier Azzedine Alaia. Established in his former
residence and studio, the foundation showcases his
extensive body of work, including garments, accessories,
sketches and other objects that encapsulate his creative
journey from the 1960s onward.

The museum space itself is a testament to Alaia’s
meticulous nature and dedication to fashion. Spanning
800 square meters, the foundation houses over 22,000
pieces of clothing and accessories. This extensive
collection has been preserved in an environment designed
to meet modern conservation standards, including air
conditioning, high-performance water infiltration detection
systems and advanced fire safety mechanisms.

Alaia’s approach to textile preservation is deeply
rooted in his curatorial practice. The foundation Azzedine
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Alaia continues this legacy to maintaining strict
environmental controls, employing and ensure that the
delicate materials remain in optimal condition, preventing
degradation over time.In addition to preserving Alaia’s
creations, the foundation also serves as an educational
resource and cultural hub, hosting exhibitions and events
that highlight the intersection of fashion, art and design.
The Fondation Azzedine Alaia stands as a significant
institution in the fashion world, celebrating the enduring
impact of Alaia’s work and his contributions to fashion
history (https://fondationazzedinealaia.org).

The Musée de la Toile de Jouy: The Musée de
la Toile de Jouy, located in Jouy-en-Josas, is dedicated to
the rich history and production of the famous Toile de
Jouy fabric. This museum provides an immersive
experience into the world of 18"century cotton printing
known for their detailed and pastoral motifs, which were
created using wooden boards, copper plates and copper
rolls.In addition to the historical exhibits, the museum
frequently acquires new pieces, including canvases,
objects and costumes from both historical periods and
contemporary designers inspired by Toile de Jouy. The
permanent exhibitions display a variety of pieces adorned
with floral, geometric and character motifs, highlighting
the incredible creativity of past and present designers.

The preservation techniques employed by the Musée
de la Toile de Jouy include meticulous care and storage
of delicate fabrics, controlling environmental conditions
to prevent deterioration and using archival-quality
materials for storage and display. The museum also
conducts regular conservation assessments to ensure the
longevity of'its collections.

Additionally, the museum offers educational
programs and workshops that delve into the textile printing
processes and the historical significance of the fabrics.
These programs aim to educate visitors on the intricate
art of textile preservation and the continued relevance of
Toile de Jouy in modern fashion and design (https://
en.versailles-tourisme.com; Miller, 2007).

The Wesserling Textile Museum: situated within
the Husseren-Wesserling, Alsace, has been a cornerstone
of textile preservation and education since its
establishment in 1996. The museum offers a captivating
journey through the history of cotton and calico,
emphasizing the region’s rich tradition of textile
production. Visitors are treated to immersive
demonstrations led by experts, showcasing techniques
such as spinning, weaving, dyeing, engraving and printing.
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Beyond its role as a repository of textile history, the
museum plays a pivotal role in the preservation of fashion
and textile techniques. It employs advanced conservation
practices to safeguard its collection of delicate textiles,
ensuring their longevity for both educational and cultural
purposes. The museum’s dedication to educational
outreach is evident in its interactive demonstrations, which
not only educate visitors on traditional textile methods
but also serve to perpetuate these skills for future
generations. Furthermore, the museum employs
sophisticated exhibition design strategies to protect textiles
from environmental factors such as light and humidity,
thereby maintaining their integrity over time.

In addition to its practical preservation efforts, the
Wesserling Textile Museum engages in rigorous research
and documentation of textile history and techniques. This
scholarly approach not only enhances its understanding
of textile heritage but also informs its conservation
strategies, ensuring comprehensive care of its invaluable
collection. Through these multifaceted efforts, the
museum stands as a beacon of textile preservation and
education, offering a profound exploration of Alsace’s
textile legacy while safeguarding its cultural treasures
for generations to come (Schmitt and Jenkins, 1982).

Conclusion:

The exploration of Parisian fashion museums reveals
a profound commitment to the preservation and
celebration of textile heritage. Institutions like the Cité
de la Mode et du Design, with its focus on contemporary
fashion and design and the Musée Yves Saint Laurent,
dedicated to the legacy of a seminal designer, exemplify
how modern conservation techniques are employed to
maintain and showcase fashion artifacts. The meticulous
care observed at the Palais Galliera and the Museum of
Decorative Arts underscores the importance of advanced
conservation practices, including climate control,
specialized cleaning methods and preventive measures
to protect delicate textiles.

Similarly, museums such as the Fan Museum and
the Musée de la Toile de Jouy highlight the intricate
craftsmanship and historical significance of specific textile
forms, employing specialized techniques to preserve these
unique artifacts. The Fondation Azzedine Alaia and the
Wesserling Textile Museum further demonstrate the
importance of both preserving and educating the public
about textile traditions and innovations.

These institutions collectively emphasize the

Internat. J. Appl. Home Sci. |Sept. & Oct., 2024| 11 (9&10)|



PARISIAN FASHION MUSEUMS: GUARDIANS OF HAUTE COUTURE HERITAGE & TEXTILE PRESERVATION

importance of detailed documentation, rigorous
conservation methods and educational outreach. Through
their efforts, they not only safeguard invaluable collections
but also enhance public understanding and appreciation
of the historical and cultural contexts of fashion and
textiles. The diverse approaches and advanced techniques
employed across these museums highlight the ongoing
commitment to preserving the rich legacy of fashion history
and ensuring that future generations can continue to
explore and learn from these significant cultural treasures.
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