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ABSTRACT

India-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) relations have undergone a significant transformation in recent decades, shaped by
evolving global power dynamics and the reconfiguration of regional geopolitics in West Asia. Once rooted primarily in energy
trade and the large Indian diaspora, the partnership has expanded to encompass strategic cooperation in security, technology,
investment, and maritime connectivity. The emergence of a multipolar world order, marked by the relative decline of U.S. hegemony,
the assertive rise of China, and the diversification of Gulf states’ foreign policies, has created new opportunities and challenges
for India’s engagement with the region. Within this shifting context, New Delhi has pursued a pragmatic and multi-vector foreign
policy strengthening bilateral ties with key GCC members such as the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, institutionalizing
defence and intelligence collaboration, and leveraging economic interdependence through mechanisms like the India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Simultaneously, India’s deepening role in the Indo-Pacific and its
balancing strategy vis-a-vis China, the United States, and regional actors underscore the strategic centrality of the Gulf in its
global outlook. For the GCC, diversifying partnerships beyond traditional Western powers aligns with their vision of post-oil
transformation and greater geopolitical autonomy. This paper explores how India-GCC relations reflect the broader realignment of
global power, regional rebalancing, and mutual interests in stability, connectivity, and economic diversification. It concludes that
India’s engagement with the Gulf epitomizes the evolving contours of South-West Asian interdependence in an era of multipolar
geopolitics.
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INTRODUCTION

India and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
comprising Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain, and Oman share deep-rooted historical, cultural,
and trade ties (Embassy of India, Riyadh, “India-GCC
Relations”). Over time, this partnership has expanded
into economic, energy, strategic, and socio-cultural
domains. The GCC meets a major share of India’s oil
and gas needs, vital for its energy security (Indian Express,
“Expanding India-GCC Ties”). Bilateral trade reached
about USD 162 billion in FY 2023-24 (ET Energy World).
India exports goods, services, and technology while
attracting GCC investments in infrastructure, real estate,

and renewable energy. The 8-9 million-strong Indian
diaspora further strengthens people-to-people and
economic links (Indian Express, “Significance of the Gulf
Region in India’s Energy Security”). Strategically, India
and GCC cooperate on security, counter-terrorism, and
maritime issues amid shifting regional geopolitics (Atlantic
Council, “India-Gulf Relations Are Muted but
Mobilising™).

The Gulfregion is crucial to India’s energy security,
supplying about 50-60% of its hydrocarbon needs through
key partners like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and
Qatar (Indian Express, “Expanding India-GCC Ties”).
Joint ventures in refining, storage, and LNG projects form
part of India’s long-term energy strategy. Economically,
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the GCC is one of India’s largest trading partners, with
trade exceeding USD 100 billion annually (ET
Government). India imports oil and petrochemicals while
exporting machinery, textiles, pharmaceuticals, and food
products. GCC investments in infrastructure, technology,
and real estate further strengthen ties. The 8-9 million-
strong Indian diaspora contributes significantly through
remittances and acts as a vital cultural and strategic bridge
in the region (Indian Express).

Context of Global Power Shifts:

The global order is shifting from U.S.-led unipolarity
to a multipolar system where China, Russia, the EU, and
India wield greater influence (Bremmer, 2023; Pant and
Rej, 2024). This transition shapes India’s engagement
with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman.
Multipolarity offers India strategic flexibility while
maintaining its policy of strategic autonomy (Mohan,
2024). U.S.-China rivalry has redefined Gulf dynamics:
China expands its role through Belt and Road investments
(Zhao, 2024; ORF, 2025), while the U.S. retains strong
defence and security presence (CSIS, 2024). India must
balance its trade, energy, and security interests amid this
evolving geopolitical landscape (Pant and Sahu, 2023).

The GCC remains vital to India for energy security,
trade, investment, and its 8.5 million-strong diaspora
(MEA, 2024; Indian Express, 2024). About 60% of India’s
crude oil imports come from the GCC mainly Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait making it central to India’s
energy diversification (ET Energy World, 2024). Growing
GCC investments in India’s renewable energy, ports, and
digital sectors align with India’s “Act West” policy and
Vision 2030 goals (MEA, 2024; ORF, 2025). New
alignments like 12U2 (India, Isracl, UAE, U.S.) and
BRICS expansion talks highlight India’s evolving
diplomacy (Pethiyagoda, 2024; Al Tamimi, 2025). To
strengthen ties, India must deepen political dialogue, boost
security cooperation, and diversify trade beyond
hydrocarbons. This will enhance its energy access,
investment links, and geopolitical influence in a multipolar
world (Pant and Rej, 2024; Atlantic Council, 2024).

Historical Context of India-GCC Relations:

India and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman
share centuries-old ties rooted in trade, culture, and
maritime exchange (Kumaraswamy, 2024; Pethiyagoda,
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2024). The Arabian Peninsula’s strategic position linked
India with West Asia, East Africa, and the Mediterranean,
fostering vibrant commerce in spices, textiles, pearls, and
incense (Chaudhuri, 2023; MEA, 2024). Historic ports
like Muscat, Basra, and Dubai were closely connected
with Indian ports such as Calicut, Surat, and Cochin (Al-
Tamimi, 2025). Indian merchants from Gujarat, Kerala,
and the Malabar Coast established communities across
Gulf cities, contributing to local economies and laying the
foundation for today’s large Indian diaspora in the GCC
(Ray, 2023; Bose, 2024).

Trade between India and the Gulf extended beyond
goods, fostering exchanges in art, technology, and ideas
(Thapar, 2023; Pande, 2024). Indian influences appeared
in Gulf architecture, textiles, and cuisine, while Arab-
Islamic traditions shaped Indian coastal culture.
Intellectual collaboration in medicine, astronomy, and
philosophy further deepened ties (Naqvi, 2024). The
spread of Islam through maritime trade strengthened
cultural and religious links (Ho, 2024; Wink, 2023). By
the 18™-19th centuries, Indian merchants became key
intermediaries in British-era Gulf trade, establishing early
settlements in Muscat, Bahrain, and Kuwait that evolved
into major diaspora hubs during the 1970s oil boom (Pant
and Sahu, 2023). These deep historical, cultural, and
economic connections continue to define India-GCC
relations today (MEA, 2024; ORF, 2025).
Evolution of Diplomatic Relations Post-
Independence:

After India’s independence in 1947, its Gulf
engagement shifted from traditional trade to formal
diplomatic and strategic relations (Kumaraswamy, 2024;
Pant and Sahu, 2023). India established embassies in
Saudi Arabia (1948), Kuwait (1962), and Oman (1971)
to promote trade and protect its expatriates (MEA, 2024).
The 1970s oil shocks highlighted the Gulf’s importance
for India’s energy security, prompting long-term energy
and trade partnerships (Bose, 2024; Naqvi, 2024). The
Gulf’s economic boom spurred large-scale Indian
migration, mainly from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh (Rajagopalan, 2023). High-level visits in the
1970s-80s further strengthened cultural and defence
cooperation (Kumaraswamy, 2024; Al-Tamimi, 2025).

The 1990-91 Gulf War highlighted India’s diaspora
vulnerabilities, prompting the evacuation of over 170,000
Indians from Kuwait the largest civilian repatriation of
its time (MEA, 2024; ORF, 2025). This underscored the
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need for stronger crisis management and diplomacy. By
the 2000s, India’s Gulf policy broadened to include energy
diversification, defence cooperation, technology, and
diaspora welfare (Pant, 2024; Pande, 2024). The UAE,
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar became key strategic partners,
especially in infrastructure, renewable energy, fintech,
and defence (Brookings Doha Center, 2024).

Migration and Labor Ties:

The Indian diaspora in the GCC exceeds eight million,
making it the region’s largest expatriate community
(MEA, 2024). It includes skilled professionals in IT,
healthcare, and education, as well as workers in
construction and services (Pande, 2024). Remittances
from the Gulf contribute over USD 50 billion annually to
India’s economy (World Bank, 2025). Diaspora
institutions schools, temples, and cultural groups preserve
Indian identity while aiding integration (Ray, 2023). Labor
cooperation agreements with the UAE and Saudi Arabia
ensure worker welfare and skill development,
strengthening India’s soft power and diplomatic influence
in the region (MEA, 2024; Kumaraswamy, 2024).

Key Milestones in Engagement:

Key milestones have shaped India-GCC relations.
The 1970s saw long-term energy deals after the oil boom,
and the 1980s expanded diplomatic and defence dialogue
(Pethiyagoda, 2024). The 1990-91 Gulf War spurred
stronger crisis diplomacy and consular networks (Pant
and Sahu, 2023). The India-GCC Cooperation Council,
established in 2004, institutionalized engagement on trade,
energy, and culture (MEA, 2024). High-level visits in the
2010s, including PM Modi’s trips to the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, led to Comprehensive Strategic Partnerships
(MEA, 2024). Cultural and diaspora initiatives like Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas and “India-Gulf Cultural Week” further
deepened ties. Together, these developments transformed
India-GCC relations into a broad strategic partnership
based on mutual trust and shared growth (Pant and Sahu,
2023; ORF, 2025).

Economic and Energy Dimensions:

Energy security is a core aspect of India-GCC
relations, with the Gulf supplying about 50-60% of India’s
crude oil and major volumes of natural gas and
petrochemicals (Indian Express, 2023; Chinmaya IAS,
2025). Key suppliers include Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Kuwait, and Qatar. Long-term agreements, refining and
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storage joint ventures, and petrochemical investments
ensure stable energy flows (India-Briefing, 2022;
Embassy of India Riyadh, 2025). Qatar’s LNG exports
are vital for India’s power and industrial sectors. India
has also built strategic reserves and invested in Gulf oil
fields to manage supply risks (Chinmaya IAS, 2025).
While maintaining close Gulfties, India is diversifying
energy imports and expanding renewables to reduce
dependence (Economic Times Government, 2024).

Trade is a key pillar of India-GCC relations. India
imports oil, gas, petrochemicals, and minerals while
exporting machinery, textiles, pharmaceuticals, food
products, and electronics (India-Briefing, 2022; Indian
Express, 2023). The UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Oman are
major trade partners, supported by free-trade frameworks
and private-sector cooperation (Economic Times
Government, 2024). GCC investments in India’s
infrastructure, energy, and technology, along with Indian
firms operating in Gulf sectors like IT, healthcare, and
construction, have deepened integration. The eight-million-
strong Indian diaspora contributes billions in remittances,
boosts trade and investment, and strengthens cultural and
soft-power ties (India-Today, 2022; Drishti IAS, 2025).
Skilled professionals enhance Gulf industries while
fostering knowledge exchange. Emerging cooperation in
technology, infrastructure, and renewable energy marks
a shift toward innovation-driven partnerships. Joint
projects in smart cities, Al, fintech, logistics, and solar
energy reflect amove from traditional energy dependence
to sustainable, multidimensional collaboration (Embassy
of India Riyadh, 2025; India-Briefing, 2022).

Geopolitical and Strategic Context:

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) comprising
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman
holds a strategic position in West Asia due to its
geography, energy wealth, and political influence. Located
at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and Europe, the GCC
controls key maritime routes like the Strait of Hormuz,
through which 20-30% of global oil trade passes (Global
Connectivities, June 2025; M. Sahil, 2025). Its proximity
to Iran, Iraq, and the Red Sea enhances its strategic and
economic importance (Sahill, 2025). Rich in oil and gas
reserves, the GCC remains vital to global energy markets,
powering India’s industrial growth and shaping global
energy dynamics (Al-Maamary, 2016; IJFMR, 2025;
Chaurasia, 2025).
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Regional Security and Political Influence:

GCC states wield considerable influence in West
Asia owing to their significant economic power, military
capabilities, and extensive diplomatic networks (Embassy
of India, Abu Dhabi, 2024). They play active roles in
regional organisations such as the Arab League and their
states are engaged in conflicts and negotiations in Yemen,
Syria and Iraq. Their strategic relationships with major
global powers including the United States, China and
Russia enhance their geopolitical significance, positioning
them as critical partners for regional stability and conflict
resolution (Kumaraswamy, 2024).

Strategic Partnerships and Alliances:

GCC countries maintain strong security ties with
the U.S. and NATO, gaining access to advanced military
technology (Pant and Sahu, 2023). At the same time,
they are engaging rising powers like China and India as
part of a strategic hedging approach (Al-Tamimi, 2025).
For India, this creates opportunities in energy, trade, and
defence but requires balanced diplomacy.

India’s Balancing Act in West Asia:

India’s Gulf policy focuses on strategic balance
maintaining strong ties with GCC states while engaging
Iran and other actors. With the GCC, it prioritizes
economic, energy, and diaspora interests; with Iran, it
invests in projects like Chabahar Port for regional access
(Pant, 2024). By staying neutral amid Saudi-Iran tensions,
India promotes dialogue and stability (Pethiyagoda, 2024).
Cooperation extends to maritime security, counter-
terrorism, and defence through joint naval exercises,
intelligence sharing, and logistics agreements with the
UAE and Oman (India Today, 2023; Embassy of India,
Abu Dhabi, 2024).

Global Power Dynamics: US, China, and Russia:

The Gulfis a hub of major power competition. The
U.S. maintains deep security ties with GCC states,
offering India scope for trilateral cooperation but
requiring diplomatic caution (ISPI, 2025). China’s Belt
and Road investments create trade opportunities yet
challenge India’s influence (Carnegie Endowment,
2024). Russia’s role in energy and defence adds
multilateral engagement options (Infobrics, 2025). India
thus seeks to balance these powers while preserving
strategic autonomy.
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Impact of Global Power Shifts:

The contemporary international system is witnessing
a transition from a unipolar world dominated by the United
States to a more multipolar order, characterised by the
rise of China, the European Union (EU), Russia and India
itself as influential global actors (Khabarhub, 2025; Asian
Review of Political Economy, 2025). This shift has
profound implications for India’s foreign policy, particularly
in West Asia and its engagement with the Gulf.

Emergence of Multipolarity:

Global power diffusion has created a multipolar
world, allowing India to engage multiple partners for
strategic and economic gains (ISPI, 2025). The GCC
too is diversifying ties with China, India, and Russia
alongside the U.S. (Carnegie Endowment, 2024). This
shift demands nuanced Indian diplomacy to sustain
influence without overdependence on any one power.

India’s Foreign Policy Recalibration:

India has recalibrated its foreign policy to emphasise
strategic autonomy, diversified energy sources, and
balanced engagement with GCC states, Iran, and others
(Asian Review of Political Economy, 2025). Pursuing
partnerships without exclusive alignment, India leverages
trade and technology while maintaining pragmatism and
non-alignment to protect its energy, trade, and security
interests (RUSI, 2025; Khabarhub, 2025).

Implications for India-GCC Relations:
Multipolarity boosts India’s leverage in energy, trade,
and security ties with the GCC. As Gulf states adopt
multi-aligned strategies involving China, India, and Russia,
India expands cooperation through balanced, pragmatic
diplomacy. This approach sustains India-GCC relations
amid US-China rivalry, reinforcing India’s image as a
trusted, development-oriented partner (Carnegie
Endowment, 2024; ISPI, 2025; Khabarhub, 2025).

Growing China-GCC Engagement and India’s
Response:

China’s expanding Gulf presence through BRI
investments in energy, infrastructure, and technology has
heightened competition (Carnegie Endowment, 2024;
RUSI, 2025). India responds by diversifying energy
sources, fostering innovation, and leveraging its diaspora
and historic ties (ISPI, 2025). Through the India-GCC
Cooperation Council and LNG diversification, India
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promotes complementarity over rivalry while enhancing
energy security (Khabarhub, 2025; Infobrics, 2025).

US-GCC Security Alliances and India’s Strategic
Options:

The U.S. remains central to Gulf security through
defence and intelligence partnerships with GCC states,
ensuring stability and secure energy routes vital for India
(RUSI, 2025; Asian Review of Political Economy, 2025).
However, this limits India’s strategic flexibility, demanding
balanced diplomacy. India leverages the U.S.-GCC
framework for cooperation in trade, naval exercises, and
counterterrorism while maintaining autonomy through
multilateral and issue-based engagements (Carnegie
Endowment, 2024; ISPI, 2025).

Opportunities in Emerging Global Alignments:

The multipolar order enables India to expand
strategic, economic, and security ties with GCC nations
while preserving autonomy (Carnegie Endowment, 2024).
Cooperation now extends beyond energy to renewables,
technology, and infrastructure, boosting trade and
investment (ISPI, 2025). The nine-million-strong Indian
diaspora enhances remittance flows and economic links
(MEA, 2025). India diversifies energy imports, builds
reserves, and collaborates on solar and hydrogen projects
(IEA, 2025). Defence ties include joint naval and
counterterrorism initiatives ensuring regional stability
(RUSI, 2025). Soft power through culture and education
further strengthens India’s image as a reliable, pluralistic
partner (ORF, 2025).

Regional Challenges and Risks:

Despite growing ties, India’s Gulf engagement faces
challenges from regional instability, sectarian divides, and
ongoing conflicts in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, and Libya that
threaten energy and trade flows (Brookings Doha Center,
2024; Carnegie Endowment, 2024). These crises
endanger Indian expatriates and complicate diplomacy
amid GCC rivalries (ISPI, 2025). The Saudi-Iran rivalry
intensifies Sunni—Shia tensions, shaping Gulf politics
(Chatham House, 2025). India maintains neutrality,
balancing relations with both Sunni-majority GCC states
and Shia-majority Iran to safeguard energy, trade, and
security interests (RUSI, 2025). Internal governance
issues, inequality, and youth unemployment in GCC states
are driving socio-political change and influencing foreign
policy priorities (World Bank, 2024). Economic
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diversification plans like Saudi Vision 2030 and UAE
Vision 2050 reflect shifting regional goals. India must align
with these domestic transitions especially in labour, trade,

and investment to ensure sustainable and mutually
beneficial partnerships (IMF, 2025).

External Interventions:

Global powers the US, Russia, and China continue
to shape Gulf politics through military, economic, and
diplomatic influence (Chatham House, 2025). The US
ensures regional stability via defence partnerships and
bases, Russia leverages energy and arms diplomacy, and
China deepens ties through the Belt and Road Initiative
(Brookings Doha Center, 2024; ISPI, 2025). India
maintains strategic autonomy by engaging all three
cooperating with the US on defence, Russia on energy,
and the GCC on trade and labour while avoiding regional
entanglements (MEA, 2025; ORF, 2025).

Energy Price Volatility and Economic Risks:

India’s reliance on Gulf energy imports makes its
economy vulnerable to oil and gas price fluctuations driven
by OPEC+ policies and regional instability (IEA, 2025;
World Bank, 2024). Such volatility fuels inflation, widens
trade deficits, and strains budgets (IMF, 2025). To counter
this, India has built strategic petroleum reserves,
diversified imports, and invested in renewable and green
hydrogen projects with the UAE and Saudi Arabia,
enhancing long-term energy security and stability (ORF,
2025).

Migration and Labour Policy Challenges:

Migration is central to India-GCC relations, with over
8 million Indians living in the Gulf the largest overseas
Indian community (MEA, 2025). Their remittances,
exceeding USD 50 billion annually, boost India’s economy
(World Bank, 2024). Yet, challenges such as exploitation
and restrictive kafala laws persist (Human Rights Watch,
2024). India addresses these through bilateral labour
agreements, ethical recruitment measures, and welfare
schemes like the Skill India Mission and Pravasi Bharatiya
Bima Yojana, promoting safer and sustainable migration
(NITT Aayog, 2025).

Implications for India:

Political instability in the Middle East affects India’s
energy security, diaspora welfare, and regional strategy.
India responds with neutrality, dialogue, and diversification
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(Carnegie, 2024). Its approach focuses on securing
energy through diversified imports (IEA, 2025), protecting
expatriates via consular networks (MEA, 2025), balancing
GCC-Iran ties (Chatham House, 2025), and reducing oil-
risk through renewable investments (IMF, 2025). These
measures underscore India’s pragmatic, non-aligned, and
autonomous foreign policy.

Future Prospects for India-GCC Relations:
Economic and Trade Relations:

Economic and trade relations form the core of India-
GCC engagement, spanning energy, goods, services, and
technology (MEA, 2024). Bilateral trade exceeded USD
184 billion in FY 2023-24, about 16% of India’s global
trade (MEA, 2024). India imports oil and gas while
exporting machinery, pharmaceuticals, textiles, and food
(UN Comtrade, 2023). The India-UAE CEPA (2022)
boosts market access and tariff reduction (Gulf News,
2023). GCC investments especially from the UAE’s
Mubadala and Saudi PIF support India’s digital and
infrastructure growth (Kumar, 2024). Conversely, Indian
firms expand in Gulf sectors like IT, health, and finance
(ORF, 2024). Cooperation in renewables, hydrogen, and
smart cities aligns both sides with sustainability goals
(IEA, 2024; MEA, 2025), while streamlined trade
processes can further deepen integration (World Bank,
2024).

Enhancing Security and Defence Collaboration:

Security and defence cooperation are key pillars of
India-GCC relations, ensuring maritime stability, energy
flow, and regional peace (Hussain, 2024). India conducts
naval exercises like Zayed Talwar, Al Nagah, and Desert
Eagle with GCC partners to enhance interoperability
(Indian Navy, 2024). Collaboration extends to anti-piracy
patrols, intelligence sharing, and counterterrorism (MEA,
2024). Joint Working Groups on defence, cybersecurity,
and counterterrorism reflect deepening strategic ties (Rai,
2025). India also supports GCC security modernization
through defence exports and technology cooperation in
Al drones, and surveillance (DRDO, 2024). Participation
in forums like 12U2 further reinforces India’s role as a
stabilizing and autonomous actor in West Asia (Pande,
2024).

Investment in Renewable Energy and Technology
Partnerships:

Sustainable development and digital transformation
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have become vital aspects of India-GCC relations, aligning
economic modernization with climate goals (MEA, 2024).
GCC states like Saudi Arabia and the UAE are investing
heavily in renewable energy through Vision 2030 and Net
Zero 2050 (IRENA, 2024). India, with its expertise in
solar and renewable technologies, partners in these
transitions via the India-UAE Renewable Energy Task
Force and International Solar Alliance (MEA, 2025).
Collaboration extends to digital domains, where Indian
IT firms support Gulf projects in cybersecurity, Al, fintech,
and smart cities (Kumar, 2024; Ranjan, 2024). Such
cooperation enhances innovation, digital connectivity, and
sustainable industrial growth, strengthening India’s role
as a key technology and knowledge partner in West Asia
(World Bank, 2024; ORF, 2024).

Leveraging the Diaspora as a Strategic Bridge:
The Indian diaspora in the Gulf numbering over 8.8
million people constitutes a vital link in India-GCC
relations, functioning as both an economic and strategic
asset (MEA, 2024). Remittances from the Gulf region
contribute substantially to India’s foreign exchange
reserves, amounting to approximately US$50 billion
annually, accounting for nearly half of India’s total global
remittance inflows (World Bank, 2024). Beyond economic
value, the diaspora plays a multifaceted role in promoting
trade, investment, and entrepreneurship across the region
(Rai, 2025). Indian professionals occupy key positions
across sectors such as information technology, healthcare,
construction, education, and finance, thereby
strengthening bilateral economic ties and fostering skill-
based interdependence (Gulf Labour Observatory, 2024).
The diaspora also enhances India’s soft power and
cultural diplomacy, contributing to cross-cultural
understanding and the promotion of India’s image abroad
(Tharoor, 2024). Engagement through business councils,
cultural associations, and professional networks has
helped institutionalize economic and social connections
between India and the GCC (ORF, 2025). India’s foreign
policy emphasizes protecting the welfare and rights of
its overseas citizens. Initiatives such as the Pravasi
Bharatiya Bima Yojana, Madad Portal, and e-Migrate
systems streamline grievance redressal, legal support, and
migration regulation (MEA, 2025). During regional crises
such as the Yemen conflict and COVID-19 pandemic
India’s timely evacuation and welfare measures
reinforced its image as a responsible state actor
(Ramakrishnan, 2024). Moreover, the diaspora serves
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as an informal conduit for information sharing, intelligence
cooperation, and crisis communication between India and
host states (Khan, 2025). By integrating diaspora policy
with strategic diplomacy, India effectively transforms its
Gulf community into a bridge for long-term engagement
encompassing economic, cultural, and geopolitical
dimensions (MEA, 2025).

Conclusion:

India-GCC relations are multi-dimensional, shaped
by historical linkages, economic interdependence, diaspora
networks, and strategic interests within the broader
context of West Asian geopolitics and global power shifts.
Rooted in centuries-old trade and cultural exchanges, post-
independence India formalized diplomatic ties that evolved
into strong partnerships based on mutual economic and
strategic needs (Kumar, 2023). The GCC remains a key
supplier of energy, while India’s trade with the region
spans goods, services, and new sectors such as renewable
energy, digital technology, and infrastructure (MEA,
2024). The large Indian diaspora over 8 million people
acts as a vital bridge through remittances,
entrepreneurship, and professional contributions (Rajan,
2024). Agreements like the India UAE Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) have
deepened trade and investment flows (MEA, 2022).
Strategically, India cooperates with GCC states on
maritime security, counterterrorism, and defence,
enhancing regional stability through joint naval exercises,
intelligence exchange, and capacity building (Pant and
Saha, 2023). However, regional tensions such as the
Saudi-Iran rivalry, conflicts in Yemen and Syria, and
shifting US-China influence pose challenges. India
maintains a balanced, pragmatic diplomacy to safeguard
its energy, trade, and diaspora interests while avoiding
entanglement in rivalries (Mohan, 2023). In the emerging
multipolar world, India leverages changing power
dynamics to diversify partnerships and sustain strategic
autonomy. Future prospects include expanding
cooperation in renewable energy, digital innovation, and
defence, while institutional mechanisms like strategic
dialogues and joint councils ensure resilience against
regional instability (ICWA, 2024). Overall, India-GCC
relations reflect growing convergence in economic,
strategic, and geopolitical interests, positioning India as a
key player in promoting stability and sustainable
development in the Gulf.
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