RESEARCH PAPER
ISSN : 2394-1405 (Print)

International Journal of Applied Social Science
(An International Double Blind Peer Reviewed / Refereed Research Journal of Social Science)

Volume 13 (1 & 2), January & February (2026) : 1-8

Received : 01.12.2025; Revised : 15.12.2025; Accepted : 01.01.2026 DOI : https:/doi-ds.org/doilink/01.2026-93841887/1JASS/13.1&2/1-8

Status and Significance of Common Property Land Resources
(CPLRs) in Uttar Pradesh

SANDEEP KUMAR*! AND ANURAGINI SRIVASTAVA?
"Professor & Head and ?Research Scholar
Department of Economics, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur (U.P.) India

*Corresponding Author |

ABSTRACT

Resources that are owned collectively by an identifiable group or community and that are managed collectively for a benefit, with
no individual within the group or community having exclusive property rights over them, are referred to as CPRs, or common
property resources. Grazing areas, woods, water bodies, village commons, and wastelands that are collectively owned and utilized
by local communities are examples of natural and community-managed assets that are referred to as Common Property Resources
(CPRs). By supplying fuel, fodder, food, water, and income, these resources are essential to maintaining rural livelihoods,
particularly for marginalized and landless groups. By facilitating soil preservation, groundwater recharge, and biodiversity, CPRs
greatly contribute to ecological balance. However, due to encroachment, urban growth, privatization, population pressure, and
inadequate institutional governance, CPRs have rapidly deteriorated and declined in recent decades. Resource depletion is
getting worse due to the deterioration of conventional management techniques. Community involvement, robust local institutions,
legal protection, and inclusive governance frameworks are necessary for the sustainable management of CPRs. Reviving CPRs
can improve social justice, environmental sustainability, and livelihood stability. Thus, attaining sustainable rural development
and ecological resilience requires efficient conservation and management of common property resources. The present paper
examines the current status of common property land resources (CPLRs) and private property land resources (PPLRs) with special
reference to Uttar Pradesh. The paper is divided into four sections. Section (A) is introductory in nature that explains common
property resources and its relevance for the developing economy in general which also incorporates literature review; Section (B)
highlights the methodology used while analyzing the paper; Section (C) is the detailed analysis of the data; In the last Section (D)
provides conclusions with recommendation.
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these shared land resources, rural households in the
majority of developing nations are experiencing major
socioeconomic and environmental challenges. Moreover,

Section (A):
INTRODUCTION

Common Property Resources (CPRs) are essential
in supporting people, especially rural households with low
incomes in developing nations. In many developing nations,
common property land resources (CPLRs) makes up a
substantial portion of all common natural resources. The
CPLRs’ contributions to the rural economy and ecosystem
have been mostly overlooked, which has led to in their
depletion and degradation. Due to the acute shortage of
fuelwood, fodder, and other types of income given by

the Indian agriculture sector has been experiencing
stagnation, with productivity rising and then slowing down
in several areas. Even India’s major agricultural states
have seen a reduction in the growth rate of food grain
production and the net profits from agriculture. Due fo
land fragmentation brought due to rising population,
farms are becoming smaller and less economical.
Therefore, even subsistence farming appears challenging
given the current stagnation and gradually shrinking
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of landholdings over time. As a result of the declining
reliability of agricultural production and the
complementary role of common land resources to private
ownership-based farming practices, it is anticipated that
the dependability on and pressure on common land
resources for livelihoods and sustenance will only continue
to rise. This is particularly true when rural households
have no other alternatives. Therefore, when rural
subsistence is one of the study’s primary objectives,
CPLRs are a crucial area to examine.

According to the literature now in publication, CPRs
are resources that are owned and administered by a local
community as opposed to the government or private
persons; also, all identified members of the local
community have unalienable rights to use them. As a
result, they are non-exclusive resources which share user
rights among a number of people whose membership is
determined by their association with a specific village,
tribe, or community. The use of the resources is
subtractive in the sense that any user’s use would limit
access and welfare to other members of the community.
Based on Jodha’s (1986) study, CPRs include “community
pastures, community forests, government wastelands,
common dumping and threshing grounds, watershed
drainages, village ponds, and rivers”. Government
wasteland, communal pasture, and forest land are
significant due to their wide distribution and role in
providing food for people, especially the rural working
class, farmers, and the landless. Further, Jodha’s (1986)
study also highlights the importance of CPRs to rural
households in general and the rural poor in particular.
Since Jodha’s seminal work on CPRs in the 1980s, an
extensive amount of literature has been produced that
highlights their significance as a reliable source of income,
employment, and safety net during dry spells. Bromley
(1989) and Bardhan (1987) established that in the
developing countries, the survival of the people, mostly
the poor, substantially and directly depends on the CPRs.
Studies like Jodha (1986, 1990); Pasha (1992); Iyengar
(1989) and Beck and Ghosh (2000), found that CPRs
add or augment the poor people’s income, and the
collection gets more important the poorer a household
becomes. Dasgupta (2006) found that the contribution
of CPRs to the poorest household’s livelihoods can be as
high as 40% of their annual incomes in rare cases. Thus,
one can say that CPRs provide considerable employment
and income benefits to the poor and marginalised section
of society (Dasgupta, 2014).

@

In this light, the study’s objective is to examine how
common property resources—specifically, common
Property Land Resources (CPLRs)—influence the
livelihoods of Uttar Pradesh state’s rural poor and tribal
people.

Section (B):
METHODOLOGY

This research paper is entirely based on secondary
data which was obtained from Directorate of Economics
and Statistics, Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of India from the Land Use Statistics report. The study
spans from the period from 1998-99 to 2023-24. And
also data from Population Census, Uttar Pradesh 2001
and 2011 was used for the present study. For analytical
purpose, the simple percentage calculation were used
for the study.

Section (C):
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows that about 47.28 per cent of forest is
available in 1998-99 and it has increased to 58.07 per
cent in 2023-24. It is found that around11 per cent of the
forest area has increased during the study period. The
availability of barren and uncultivable land in 1998-99
was 16.95 per cent. It has come down to 12.50 per cent
in 2023-24. In rural areas, most of the people in general
and the poor people in particular depends mostly on
permanent pasture and grazing lands for their livestock
maintenance. The present status of these vital resource
available for access in 1998-99 was 1.85 per cent. It has
shown minimal increment of 2.14 per cent in 2023-24. In
Uttar Pradesh, the availability of cultural wastelands was
15.64 per cent in 1998-99 and it has come down to 9.81
per cent in 2023-24. Around 6 per cent of decline in
culturable wasteland was observed in the same period.
The estimated availability of fallow other than current
fallow was 18.28 per cent in 1998-99. It has declined to
17.47 per cent in 2023-24. Around 1 per cent of
deterioration was seen in the case of fallow other than
current fallow in Uttar Pradesh. In overall, it states that
the availability and accessibility of CPLRs are coming
down slowly in the subsequent year exception to the
category of forest area and permanent pasture and
grazing lands in Uttar Pradesh. The below diagrams
illustrates the status of different categories of CPLRs in
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Table 1: Categories CPLRs in Uttar Pradesh during 1998-99 to 2023-24 (in thousand hectares)

Total CPR In Uttar Pradesh Yearwise
Year Forest Barren and Permanent and pasture Culturable Fallow other than  Total CPRs
Unculturable land and other grazing lands Wasteland current fallows
1998-1999 1704472 611087 66864 564005 658939 3605367
(47.28) (16.95) (1.85) (15.64) (18.28) (100)
1999-2000 1678936 600272 68550 542746 645234 3535738
(47.48) (16.98) (1.94) (15.35) (18.25) (100)
2000-2001 1686004 593192 69649 527431 626207 3502483
(48.14) (16.94) (1.99) (15.06) (17.88) (100)
2001-2002 1678480 576350 69984 511239 607988 3444041
(48.74) (16.73) (2.03) (14.84) (17.65) (100)
2002-2003 1678480 557597 68321 493233 613939 3411570
(49.20) (16.34) (2.00) (14.46) (18.00) (100)
2003-2004 1675956 530734 65667 462470 578234 3313061
(50.59) (16.02) (1.98) (13.96) (17.45) (100)
2004-2005 1677797 512269 63264 450157 558101 3261588
(51.44) (15.71) (1.94) (13.80) (17.11) (100)
2005-2006 1648305 497641 64186 434990 534229 3179351
(51.84) (15.65) (2.02) (13.68) (16.80) (100)
2006-2007 1651226 489388 63944 435616 527003 3167177
(52.14) (15.45) (2.02) (13.75) (16.64) (100)
2007-2008 1652475 489862 64691 436013 524200 3167241
(52.17) (15.47) (2.04) (13.77) (16.55) (100)
2008-2009 1656296 481151 64508 433017 522810 3157782
(52.45) (15.24) (2.04) (13.71) (16.56) (100)
2009-2010 1656227 477138 64621 427008 519985 3144979
(52.66) (15.17) (2.05) (13.58) (16.53) (100)
2010-2011 1652146 469211 65236 422158 521626 3130377
(52.78) (14.99) (2.08) (13.49) (16.66) (100)
2011-2012 1649779 441086 65344 415587 520483 3092279
(53.35) (14.26) 2.11) (13.44) (16.83) (100)
2012-2013 1658068 478727 65612 423165 537417 3162989
(52.42) (15.14) (2.07) (13.38) (16.99) (100)
2013-2014 1658153 464473 65389 410154 538694 3136863
(52.86) (14.81) (2.08) (13.08) (17.17) (100)
2014-2015 1658608 461683 65198 405316 509192 3099997
(53.50) (14.89) (2.10) (13.07) (16.43) (100)
2015-2016 1666173 452806 64720 395089 547334 3126122
(53.30) (14.48) (2.07) (12.64) (17.51) (100)
2016-2017 1666317 444864 64883 389328 519520 3084912
(54.02) (14.42) (2.10) (12.62) (16.84) (100)
2017-2018 1671096 443743 66213 388917 552076 3122045
(53.53) (14.21) (2.12) (12.46) (17.68) (100)
2018-2019 1714612 441811 70145 387642 594270 3208480
(53.44) (13.77) (2.19) (12.08) (18.52) (100)
2019-2020 1770751 437717 70139 386968 617764 3283339
(53.93) (13.33) (2.14) (11.79) (18.82) (100)
2020-2021 1770652 437618 70109 386165 618194 3282738
(53.94) (13.33) (2.14) (11.76) (18.83) (100)
2021-2022 1771099 408745 70025 368815 595165 3213849
(55.11) (12.72) (2.18) (11.48) (18.52) (100)
2022-2023 1772241 385074 70145 335364 591453 3154277
(56.19) (12.21) (2.22) (10.63) (18.75) (100)
2023-2024 1774298 382062 65514 299616 533788 3055278
(58.07) (12.50) (2.14) (9.81) (17.47) (100)

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India
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the year 1998-99 and 2023-24 and also the yearwise trend
of CPLRs in Uttar Pradesh (Fig. 1 & 2).

Above Table 2 proved that the availability of area
under non-agricultural uses 11.67 per cent in 1998-99
and it has increased to 17.27 per cent in 2023-24. The
land under miscellaneous tree crops and groves not
included in net area declined from 1.60 per cent to 1.03
per cent in 2023-24. Further, it is estimated that the area
under current fallow also deteriorated from 4.94 per cent
to 3.90 in the above said period. The availability of net
area sown as observed in the state of Uttar Pradesh
shows a subsequent decline from 81.79 per cent in 1998-

99 to 77.79 per cent in 2023-24.

The Fig. 3 illustrates the yearwise trend of PPLRs
in Uttar Pradesh.

Table 3 reveals that the availability of CPLRs was
15.09 per cent in 1998-99. It has declined to 12.68 per
cent in 2023-24. It is estimated around 2 per cent
deterioration of CPLRs was observed in the state during
the study periods. The study estimated that the availability
of PPLRs in 1998-99 was 84.91 per cent. But it has
increased to 87.32 per cent in 2023-24. In Uttar Pradesh,
it is accounted that 2 per cent of CPLRs were converted
to PPLRs during the period of 1998-99 to 2023-24.
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Fig.1: Status of different categories of CPLRs in 1998-99 and 2023-24.
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Fig.2: Yearwise status of CPLRs in Uttar Pradesh
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Table 2 : Classification of private property land resources in Uttar Pradesh (in thousand hectares)

Year Area under non- Land under Miscellaneous Current area Net area sown Total PPLRs
agricultural uses tree crops and Groves not
included in Net area
1998-1999 2367472 325224 1001374 16586592 20280662
(11.67) (1.60) (4.94) (81.79) (100)
1999-2000 2390236 35144 1004628 16604097 20034105
(11.93) (0.18) (5.01) (82.88) (100)
2000-2001 2414198 337411 1029598 16609984 20391191
(11.84) (1.65) (5.05) (81.46) (100)
2001-2002 2491739 352238 1011689 16587080 20442746
(12.19) (1.72) (4.95) (81.14) (100)
2002-2003 2532010 339085 1228764 16375173 20475032
(12.37) (1.66) (6.00) (79.98) (100)
2003-2004 2571779 354971 1118126 16528371 20573247
(12.50) (1.73) (5.43) (80.34) (100)
2004-2005 2623993 340845 1197421 16462463 20624722
(12.72) (1.65) (5.81) (79.82) (100)
2005-2006 2672969 370838 1254129 16409019 20706955
(12.91) (1.79) (6.06) (79.24) (100)
2006-2007 2702460 368108 1268177 16349497 20688242
(13.06) (1.78) (6.13) (79.03) (100)
2007-2008 2733250 369841 1391361 16193183 20687635
(13.21) (1.79) (6.73) (78.27) (100)
2008-2009 2750994 361844 1246062 16338490 20697390
(13.29) (1.75) (6.02) (78.94) (100)
2009-2010 2772844 356835 1213566 16367193 20710438
(13.39) (1.72) (5.86) (79.03) (100)
2010-2011 2805737 351339 1197382 16370635 20725093
(13.54) (1.70) (5.78) (78.99) (100)
2011-2012 2863361 347630 1151052 16401148 20763191
(13.79) (1.67) (5.54) (78.99) (100)
2012-2013 2892676 349868 1201089 16563832 21007465
(13.77) (1.67) (5.72) (78.85) (100)
2013-2014 3026963 325430 1135310 16545888 21033591
(14.39) (1.55) (5.40) (78.66) (100)
2014-2015 3045852 305012 1121550 16598043 21070457
(14.46) (1.45) (5.32) (78.77) (100)
2015-2016 3123410 291181 1160558 16469183 21044332
(14.84) (1.38) (5.51) (78.26) (100)
2016-2017 3146749 284791 1090305 16563697 21085542
(14.92) (1.35) (5.17) (78.55) (100)
2017-2018 3163019 283050 1060526 16541814 21048409
(15.03) (1.34) (5.04) (78.59) (100)
2018-2019 3168866 268814 986616 16537678 20961974
(15.12) (1.28) 4.71) (78.89) (100)
2019-2020 3278033 249280 992271 16367531 20887115
(15.69) (1.19) 4.75) (78.36) (100)
2020-2021 3262134 249180 992080 16368430 20871824
(15.63) (1.19) 4.75) (78.42) (100)
2021-2022 3135410 237732 966817 16096890 20436849
(15.34) (1.16) (4.73) (78.76) (100)
2022-2023 3060599 258679 920354 16120904 20360536
(15.03) (1.27) (4.52) (79.18) (100)
2023-2024 3633967 216939 821098 16365473 21037477
(17.27) (1.03) (3.90) (77.79) (100)

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India
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Population Census, Uttar Pradesh 2001 and 2011:

Table 4 indicates that the per-capita availability of
forest was 0.01014 hectare in 2000-01 and it has declined
t0 0.00802 hectare in 2010-11. The per-capita availability
of private property resources has also observed the
decline from 0.12269 hectare to 0.10372 hectare in the
same period. It is estimated that the per-capita availability
of common property land resources in 2000-01 was

0.02107 hectare and it declined to 0.01566 hectare in
2010-11. It implies that the growth of population is an
important indicator of the per-capita availability of all kinds
of land resources.

The Fig. 4 showed the decline in the per-capita
availability of forest, CPLRs and PPLRs (in percentage)
in Uttar Pradesh in the study period.
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Fig.3: Total PPLRs
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Fig.4: Per-capita availablity of land categories in Uttar Pradesh
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Table 3: Percentage of CPLRs and PPLRs in Uttar Pradesh Table 4 : Per-capita availability land categories in Uttar

Year CPRLs PPLRs Total Pradesh
geographical area Year Forest PPRs CPRs Total
1998-1999 3605367 20280662 23886029 2000-2001 1686004 20391191 3502483 166197921
(15.09) (84.91) (100) (0.01014)  (0.12269) (0.021074)
1999-2000 3535738 20034105 23569843 2010-2011 1652146 20725093 3130377 199812314
(15.00) (85.00) (100) (0.00826)  (0.10372)  (0.01566)
2000-2001 3502483 20391191 23893674 Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry of
(14.66) (85.34) (100) Agriculture, Government of India
2001-2002 3444041 20442746 23886787
(14.42) (85.58) (100) . .
2002-2003 3411570 20475032 23886602 Section (D):
(14.28) (85.72) (100) Conclusion: '
2003-2004 3313061 20573247 23886308 The common property land resources forms a crucial
(13.87) (86.13) (100) of environmental resources. It plays a vital role for the
2004-2005 3261588 20624722 23886310 rural economy and of local people’s life in general. The
(13.65) (86.35) (100) earlier studies revealed that the growth of population,
2005-2006 3179351 20706955 23886306 . . . .
(1331) (86.69) (100) over-exploitation, ecological degradation, state
2006-2007 3167177 20688242 23855419 intervention, commercialization, erosion of property rights
(13.28) (86.72) (100) have been found responsible for the rapid depletion of
2007-2008 3167241 20687635 23854876 common property land resources in India. The study
(13.28) (86.72) (100) research reveals that it that the availability and accessibility
2008-2009 3(11537272)2 2(()86697736‘;0 23?150501)72 of CPLRs are coming down slowly in the subsequent
2009-2010 3144979 20710438 23855417 year exception to the category of forest area and
(13.18) (86.82) (100) permanent pasture and grazing lands in Uttar Pradesh in
2010-2011 3130377 20725093 23855470 the period from 1998-99 to 2023-24. It is estimated around
(13.12) (86.88) (100) 2 per cent deterioration of CPLRs was observed in the
2011-2012 3((;9229267)9 2(()8776% 131 23(815050‘;70 state during the study periods. Thus in Uttar Pradesh,
20122013 3162989 21007465 24170454 it is accounted that 2.per cent .of CPLRs were
(13.09) (86.91) (100) converted to PPLRs during the period from 1998-99
2013-2014 3136863 21033591 24170454 to 2023-24. CPLRs are converted into PPLRs due to
(12.98) (37.02) (100) economic pressure, commercialization, weak governance,
2014-2015 3839;39)7 2;57‘14? 24(1170%‘;54 and development activities. This conversion threatens
. 7.17 .. . . .
20152016 3196122 21044332 54170454 rurgl livelihoods, environmental balance agd soc1a} eqlfuj[y.
(12.93) (87.07) (100) 1t is further concluded that the per-capita availability
2016-2017 3084912 21085542 24170454 of forest, PPLRs and CPLRs also showed the
(12.76) (87.24) (100) declining trend during the period from 1998-99 to
2017-2018 3122045 21048409 24170454 2023-24.
(12.92) (87.08) (100) Thus, the rural economy, culture, and environmental
2018-2019 3208480 20961974 24170454 . o . . .
(13.27) (86.73) (100) sustainability of India depend primarily on Common
2019-2020 3283339 20887115 24170454 Property Resources (CPRS) Beyond theil‘ economic
(13.58) (86.42) (100) significance, CPRs support social justice by guaranteeing
2020-2021 3282738 20871824 24154562 underprivileged populations access to resources and are
(13.59) (86.41) (100) essential in the preservation of ecosystems and
2021-2022 3213849 20436849 23650698 biodiversity. Present analysis helps to forecast future
(13.59) (86.41) (100) } o
20222023 3154277 20360536 23514813 stress on CPRs due to population growth, urbanization,
(13.41) (86.59) (100) and climate change, enabling early interventions. To
2023-2024 3055278 21037477 24092755 safeguard and conserve these resources for future
(12.68) (87.32) (100) generations, effective policy measures, community

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry of

; X involvement, and sustainable management techniques are
Agriculture, Government of India
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essential. Thus, preserving and rehabilitating CPRs
is crucial for the long-term rural development, social

Jjustice, and environmental sustainability in Uttar
Pradesh.
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