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ABSTRACT

Astrology has endured as one of the most resilient and adaptive systems of human thought, continuing to find relevance even
within the highly rational and technologically driven context of the modern world. This paper approaches astrology not as a
deterministic or merely predictive practice, but as a culturally embedded belief system that functions as a symbolic medium for
understanding the relationship between the individual and the cosmos. Conceptualizing astrology as a “celestial mirror,” the
study explores how it reflects patterns of identity, meaning, and life experience across different historical and cultural settings.
Particular attention is given to the condition of the modern self—often characterized by fragmentation, uncertainty, and a search
for coherence—and the ways in which astrological symbolism offers a framework for psychological interpretation and existential
orientation. The discussion traces the continuity of astrological thought from the early twentieth century, including periods of
global crisis such as the World Wars, to the contemporary moment shaped by the COVID-19 pandemic and rapid digitalization.
It further examines the global spread of astrology, highlighting its presence and transformation across regions such as India,
North America, Europe, Oceania, Africa, and East Asia, where it interacts with local traditions, belief systems, and technological
innovations. In doing so, the paper argues that the continued appeal of astrology lies less in its claims to empirical validity and
more in its capacity to provide symbolic coherence, cultural continuity, and a sense of connection with a larger cosmic order.
Astrology thus emerges as a living, evolving discourse—simultaneously contested and embraced—that reflects broader tensions
between science and spirituality, individuality and universality, and tradition and modernity.

Keywords: Astrology; Global Belief System; Modernity; Self and Identity; Cosmic Symbolism; Psychological Interpretation;
Cultural Sociology; Digital Astrology; Cosmology and Society; Symbolic Meaning

At its core, astrology represents more than a technique
of prediction—it is a symbolic language that seeks to
relate human experience to the larger rhythms of the

INTRODUCTION

Astrology occupies a distinctive and often contested

position within the intellectual and cultural history of
humanity. Despite the rise of scientific rationalism and
the growing dominance of empirical modes of
knowledge, astrology has neither disappeared nor
remained static; rather, it has adapted itself to changing
historical conditions and continues to function as a
meaningful system of interpretation in the modern world.

cosmos. This enduring relationship between the celestial
and the terrestrial has been articulated across civilizations
through the principle often expressed as “as above, so
below”, suggesting that patterns in the heavens
correspond to patterns in human life.

In contemporary discourse, the relevance of
astrology must be understood within the broader context
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of modernity, which has fundamentally reshaped the
concept of the self. The modern individual, shaped by
processes such as industrialization, secularization, and
globalization, often experiences a sense of fragmentation
and existential uncertainty. Traditional sources of
meaning—religion, community, and inherited social
roles—have weakened, giving rise to a search for
alternative frameworks of identity and self-
understanding. Within this context, astrology re-emerges
not as a rigid system of fate, but as a flexible and
interpretive structure that provides symbolic resources
for navigating personal and social life. It offers a
vocabulary through which individuals can articulate inner
experiences, reconcile contradictions, and locate
themselves within a broader cosmic narrative.

The contemporary resurgence of astrology is also
closely linked to its transformation from a specialized
or elite practice into a widely accessible cultural
phenomenon. The proliferation of mass media in the
twentieth century, followed by the expansion of digital
platforms in the twenty-first century, has significantly
democratized astrological knowledge. Today, astrology
is encountered not only in traditional consultations but
also through newspapers, mobile applications, social
media platforms, and algorithm-driven interfaces. This
shift has expanded its reach across generational and
geographical boundaries, making it a part of everyday
cultural consumption while simultaneously raising
important questions about its depth, authenticity, and
commodification.

At the same time, astrology’s global presence
highlights its remarkable capacity to adapt to diverse
cultural contexts. In India, it remains deeply integrated
into social and ritual life, influencing decisions related
to marriage, health, and public affairs. In Western
societies, particularly in North America and Europe,
astrology has increasingly taken on a psychological and
introspective orientation, drawing upon the influence of
thinkers such as Carl Jung and later psychological
astrologers. In regions such as Africa, Oceania, and East
Asia, astrology interacts with indigenous cosmologies
and traditional systems of knowledge, resulting in hybrid
forms that reflect both continuity and change. This global
diffusion underscores astrology’s role as a flexible belief
system that accommodates multiple interpretations while
retaining its core symbolic structure.

The purpose of this paper is to examine astrology
as a global belief system that operates at the intersection

932)

of culture, psychology, and cosmology. Rather than
evaluating astrology solely in terms of its empirical
validity, the study seeks to understand its social functions,
symbolic meanings, and enduring appeal in
contemporary life. By situating astrology within the
broader debates on modernity, identity, and knowledge
systems, the paper aims to contribute to a more nuanced
understanding of how individuals and societies continue
to engage with cosmic symbolism in an age defined by
both scientific advancement and existential uncertainty.
In doing so, it presents astrology not as a relic of the
past, but as an evolving discourse that reflects the
ongoing human quest for meaning, connection, and self-
understanding within the vast and ever-changing
universe.

Review of Literature

The study of astrology within academic discourse
has evolved through multiple intellectual traditions,
ranging from classical historiography to modern
sociological and psychological analysis. Early
foundational work on the history of astrology is most
comprehensively represented in the writings of scholars
such as David Pingree and Nicholas Campion, who
traced the transmission of astrological knowledge from
ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece into India, the
Islamic world, and Europe. Pingree’s philological
approach emphasized the technical continuity of
astrological systems across civilizations, while Campion
located astrology within the broader framework of
cultural and religious history, arguing that its persistence
reflects enduring human concerns with time, fate, and
cosmic order. These historical perspectives established
astrology not merely as a marginal belief, but as a
significant intellectual tradition with deep roots in global
knowledge systems.

In the context of sociology, the question of belief
in astrology has been addressed through empirical and
interpretive frameworks. Studies by Bauer and Durant
(1997) and later sociological surveys in Europe and North
America revealed that belief in astrology persists even
among educated populations, suggesting that it fulfills
functions not adequately addressed by scientific
rationality. Sociologists such as Emile Durkheim,
although not writing specifically on astrology, provided
a theoretical foundation by emphasizing the role of
collective representations in shaping belief systems. In
a similar vein, contemporary scholars have interpreted
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astrology as a form of “cultural resource,” enabling
individuals to negotiate identity, uncertainty, and social
belonging in late modern societies. The persistence of
astrology, therefore, is often understood less as a failure
of rationality and more as an expression of symbolic and
cultural needs.

Psychological interpretations of astrology have been
particularly influential in reshaping its modern
understanding. Carl Gustav Jung’s theory of archetypes
and the concept of synchronicity provided a framework
through which astrology could be interpreted as a
symbolic reflection of the unconscious mind rather than
a deterministic science. Jung’s ideas were later developed
by psychological astrologers such as Liz Greene and
Dane Rudhyar, who emphasized the role of astrology in
self-awareness, individuation, and personal growth.
Greene, in particular, explored planetary symbolism as
expressions of psychological patterns, while Rudhyar
reframed astrology as a holistic and humanistic discipline
aligned with the spiritual evolution of the individual.
These approaches significantly contributed to the shift
from predictive astrology to interpretive and therapeutic
models in the twentieth century.

Atthe same time, critical perspectives have emerged
from the scientific community. The well-known
experimental study by Shawn Carlson (1985), published
in Nature, challenged the empirical validity of
astrological predictions, concluding that astrologers
performed no better than chance under controlled
conditions. Subsequent critiques by Dean and Kelly
(2003) further argued that astrology lacks falsifiability
and methodological rigor, classifying it as a
pseudoscience. However, these critiques have also been
engaged by scholars who argue that astrology operates
within a symbolic rather than empirical paradigm, and
therefore should not be evaluated solely through the
criteria of natural science. This debate highlights an
epistemological divide between scientific and
interpretive approaches to knowledge.

In recent decades, the globalization and
digitalization of astrology have attracted increasing
scholarly attention. Nicholas Campion (2016) and Tanya
Luhrmann (1989) have examined astrology as part of
contemporary spiritual and therapeutic cultures,
particularly in Western societies where traditional
religious structures have declined. Studies on digital
astrology platforms and applications have noted the
emergence of a new form of “algorithmic astrology,”
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where personalized horoscopes are generated through
data-driven systems, raising questions about authenticity,
commodification, and the transformation of traditional
knowledge. At the same time, anthropological studies in
regions such as India, Africa, and Latin America have
demonstrated how astrology continues to be embedded
in local cultural practices, often interacting with
indigenous cosmologies, religious traditions, and social
institutions.

Overall, the literature reveals that astrology cannot
be understood through a single disciplinary lens. It exists
at the intersection of history, sociology, psychology, and
cultural studies, functioning simultaneously as a belief
system, a symbolic language, and a social practice. While
debates about its scientific validity continue, its cultural
persistence and global adaptability suggest that astrology
remains an important subject for interdisciplinary
research, particularly in understanding how human
beings construct meaning in an increasingly complex and
uncertain world.

METHODOLOGY

The present study adopts a qualitative and
interpretive research design, grounded in the
interdisciplinary framework of social sciences,
particularly sociology and psychology, with
supplementary insights from cultural studies and the
history of ideas. The primary objective is not to test
astrology as a predictive science, but to examine it as a
belief system and symbolic structure that operates within
specific cultural and historical contexts. Accordingly, the
methodology emphasizes textual analysis, comparative
interpretation, and conceptual synthesis rather than
experimental validation.

The study is based primarily on secondary data
drawn from classical texts, modern scholarly works, and
contemporary digital sources. Classical sources include
traditional astrological treatises and philosophical
writings that establish the conceptual foundations of
astrology, while modern academic literature provides
critical and interpretive perspectives. In addition,
contemporary materials such as online platforms, media
representations, and digital applications are examined
to understand the current transformation of astrology in
the age of technology. This combination of sources
allows for a diachronic analysis, tracing continuity and
change across different historical periods.
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A comparative approach is employed to analyze the
manifestation of astrology across different cultural
regions, including India, North America, Europe,
Oceania, Africa, and East Asia. This cross-cultural
perspective enables the identification of both universal
patterns and region-specific variations in astrological
belief and practice. The method of thematic analysis is
used to organize the data around key concepts such as
self-identity, cosmic symbolism, cultural adaptation, and
modernity. These themes emerge inductively from the
literature and are interpreted within a broader theoretical
framework.

The study also incorporates elements of interpretive
sociology, particularly the understanding of belief
systems as meaningful social constructs. Rather than
treating astrology as an isolated phenomenon, it is
analyzed in relation to broader processes such as
secularization, globalization, and digitalization. Attention
is given to how individuals use astrological language to
make sense of personal experiences, navigate uncertainty,
and construct narratives of identity. In this sense,
astrology is approached as a lived practice, embedded
in everyday life and shaped by both individual agency
and cultural context.

While the study is primarily qualitative, it remains
aware of the limitations inherent in interpretive research.
The absence of primary field data, such as surveys or
interviews, restricts the ability to generalize findings in
a statistical sense. However, the strength of the approach
lies in its capacity to provide a nuanced and context-
sensitive understanding of astrology as a complex and
evolving belief system. The methodology thus aligns with
the broader objective of the study—to explore the
meanings, functions, and transformations of astrology
in the modern global context, rather than to adjudicate
its scientific status.

Astrology: The Celestial Mirror

Astrology, in its essence, is not merely a system of
prediction but a profound mirror that reflects the patterns
of the cosmos onto the canvas of human life. Throughout
centuries and across civilizations, astrology has served
as a symbolic bridge between the celestial and the
terrestrial, between the movements of heavenly bodies
and the motions of human consciousness. It is in this
reflective capacity that astrology may best be
understood—not as a rigid deterministic code, but as a
dynamic and sacred mirror that reveals the deeper
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currents of time, fate, and personality.

The very term “horoscope” (from the Greek hora +
skopos—"the observer of the hour”) is rooted in the idea
of reflective observation. Just as a mirror reveals the form
before it, so does the natal chart capture a moment in the
vast unfolding of cosmic time and reflect its qualities
into an individual life. In this sense, astrology affirms
the ancient hermetic axiom: As above, so below—a
principle found in the philosophical traditions of Egypt,
Greece, India, China, and the Islamic world (Frances A.
Yates; David Pingree; Abu Ma’shar al-Balkhi).

In Vedic thought, this reflective relationship is not
metaphorical alone—it is metaphysical. The sky is
viewed as a living text, a Brahmanda (cosmic egg), in
which the karmic imprint of the soul is mirrored by the
planetary configurations at birth. This view posits the
grahas not simply as astronomical bodies, but as divine
intelligences (navagraha devatas) whose interactions
shape the unfolding of karma (Varahamihira; Parashara;
B.V. Raman). The janma kundali becomes a celestial
fingerprint—unique, complex, and profoundly revealing.

The mirror metaphor is further deepened when we
consider astrology’s role in self-understanding. In the
modern psychological context, astrology is often
regarded not merely as a tool of fortune-telling, but as a
symbolic language of the psyche (Carl Jung, Liz Greene).
It offers archetypes—such as Mars as action, Venus as
love, Saturn as responsibility—not to box the soul but
to illuminate its tendencies. When interpreted wisely,
the horoscope does not tell us what will happen; it helps
us understand how we are wired to experience, respond
to, and shape the world.

Like a mirror, astrology demands a certain quality
of gaze. A distorted mirror can mislead; a superficial
glance can yield only vanity. But a sincere and trained
eye, grounded in both tradition and intuition, can behold
in the chart the soul’s journey—its strengths and
vulnerabilities, its cycles of growth and rest, its moments
of trial and triumph. The astrologer, in this view, is not
merely a predictor, but a reader of cosmic reflections—
one who can decipher the chaya (shadow) cast by time
upon human affairs.

Moreover, astrology’s reflective nature is not limited
to the individual. Societal patterns, historical transitions,
and global crises can all be viewed through this lens.
Mundane astrology, for instance, reflects national
destinies through planetary cycles, just as medical
astrology reflects bodily conditions through astrological
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imprints. Whether in birth, marriage, kingship, or war,
astrology has mirrored collective karma as faithfully as
it has individual stories (K.N. Rao; Pandit Gopesh Kumar
Ojha).

In modern times, this ancient mirror is not broken,
but rather reframed. With the rise of digital platforms
and Al-driven astrology apps, the personal horoscope
has become more accessible than ever before. Yet this
abundance of information often lacks depth, discernment,
and sacred context. The true astrologer does not merely
offer a mirror—they offer a lens polished by scripture,
study, experience, and compassion. The chart becomes
not a map of destiny, but a mirror of possibility—an
invitation to align the self with the deeper rhythms of
the cosmos.

In conclusion, astrology remains, above all, a
celestial mirror—one that reflects, but also refracts, and
through that refraction reveals the multicolored spectrum
of human life. Its enduring relevance lies not in the
accuracy of its predictions, but in the subtlety of its
reflections. For those willing to look beyond the surface,
astrology offers not certainty, but clarity—not control,
but understanding—not fate, but a mirror held up to the
soul, under the timeless gaze of the stars.

Astrology, Modernity, and the Disputed Nature of the
Self

In the age of modernity—defined by rationalism,
individualism, secularization, and scientific progress—
the persistence and popularity of astrology may appear
paradoxical. Yet it is precisely within the fragmented,
hyper-rational, and often disenchanted landscape of
modern life that astrology has found new relevance. At
the core of this revival lies a deeper philosophical and
psychological question: What is the nature of the self in
modernity, and how does astrology attempt to define,
guide, or restore it?

Modernity challenged traditional metaphysical
understandings of the self, which were historically
grounded in religion, cosmic order, or communal roles.
The Enlightenment reimagined the self as autonomous,
rational, and internally consistent—a sovereign agent
capable of shaping its destiny. However, this secular,
rational self soon became subject to critique from various
angles. Psychoanalysis revealed the unconscious
dimensions of human behavior, existentialism exposed
the anxiety of freedom and alienation, and
postmodernism destabilized the idea of a unified,
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coherent identity altogether. In this intellectual context,
the modern self is often experienced as fragmented,
disoriented, and in search of meaning beyond empirical
explanations.

Astrology, re-emerging in this context not as a
deterministic system but as a symbolic language, offers
a counter-narrative to this disintegration of self. It
provides a framework in which the individual is not
merely a product of chance or social construction but a
meaningful expression of cosmic patterns. The birth
chart, in particular, serves as a personalized cosmic
map—offering a narrative of potential, challenge,
purpose, and psychological complexity. Within it,
archetypal energies are embodied in planetary
configurations, suggesting a deeper self that is both
unique and embedded in a larger universal rhythm.

For many in contemporary society, astrology
functions as a form of “symbolic individuation.” It does
not impose a fixed fate, but rather encourages
introspection and self-exploration. Carl Jung, whose
ideas influenced much of modern psychological
astrology, viewed astrology as a symbolic system
reflecting the dynamics of the psyche. He argued that
the planets and signs represent archetypes—universal
patterns of behavior and experience—which, when
mapped onto an individual’s life, can illuminate inner
conflicts, aspirations, and pathways to wholeness. From
this perspective, astrology does not deny free will; rather,
it situates human freedom within a web of symbolic and
temporal contexts.

The New Age reinterpretation of astrology further
exemplifies its alignment with modern individualistic
values. Unlike medieval or classical horoscopy, which
emphasized external events and fate, contemporary
astrology focuses on personal growth, relationships, and
psychological well-being. It speaks to a generation
seeking self-knowledge in an era of identity crises,
therapy culture, and spiritual eclecticism. Online
astrology platforms, mobile apps, and algorithm-
generated birth chart analyses have made astrology
hyper-personal and easily accessible, yet its appeal lies
in its promise of meaning—a language that gives
coherence to emotions, experiences, and inner tensions.

Atthe same time, astrology also reflects the tensions
inherent in modern identity politics. It is used to articulate
and affirm difference—gender identities, cultural
heritages, neurodiversity—through a cosmic lens. People
increasingly interpret their astrological placements in
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relation to not just personal traits, but social positioning
and existential orientation. The Moon sign may speak to
one’s emotional legacy, Saturn to karmic struggles, and
Chiron to wounds of identity. In this way, astrology serves
not only as a tool for self-definition but also as a ritual
of belonging within fragmented cultural landscapes.

However, the resurgence of astrology has also drawn
criticism, especially from those who see it as regressive,
irrational, or incompatible with modern science. For
skeptics, astrology perpetuates magical thinking,
encourages confirmation bias, and distracts from material
and structural conditions that shape identity. Others argue
that astrology’s language can become too essentialist or
prescriptive, reducing the complexity of the self to
planetary formulas. Yet itis precisely this contested status
that reveals the unresolved nature of selthood in the
modern era. Astrology becomes a site of negotiation—
between fate and freedom, science and symbolism,
individuality and universality.

In conclusion, astrology in the context of modernity
is not simply a relic of a pre-scientific worldview, nor
merely a trend. It is a symbolic system that responds to
the crises and aspirations of the modern self. In a world
where traditional sources of identity have eroded and
rational frameworks fail to satisfy the soul’s longing for
meaning, astrology offers a mirror—imperfect yet
compelling—through which individuals can see
themselves as part of a greater cosmic order. The self
that emerges in this reflection is not fixed, but evolving;
not isolated, but interconnected; not merely rational, but
richly symbolic. In this way, astrology stands as both a
critique and a complement to the modern project of
selthood.

Astrology for Everyone: From World War I to COVID-
19

From the trenches of World War I to the global
lockdowns of the COVID-19 pandemic, astrology has
maintained a curious and consistent presence in public
consciousness—adapted, criticized, revived, and
reinvented through the dramatic turns of the 20th and
21st centuries. Far from disappearing in the face of
scientific advancement and social transformation,
astrology has endured, often serving as a symbolic
compass in times of mass uncertainty and historical
upheaval. Its democratization—its accessibility to
“everyone”—is a story of resilience, adaptation, and
evolving relevance in modern global culture.

(936)

During World War I, astrology, though not
mainstream, was quietly practiced among certain elites
and occult societies in Europe. The trauma of industrial
warfare, coupled with the decline of traditional religious
authority, spurred renewed interest in esoteric systems.
Astrology found a foothold in spiritualist circles, where
it was used to make sense of death, fate, and cosmic
justice. The interwar years saw the publication of
accessible astrological literature and the rise of
psychological approaches to the discipline, influenced
by thinkers such as Carl Jung, who famously described
astrology as “the sum of all the psychological knowledge
of antiquity.”

By World War II, astrology had entered broader
public discourse, partly through mass media. In the
United Kingdom, the popularization of the daily sun-
sign horoscope began with astrologer R.H. Naylor’s
column in the Sunday Express in 1930, triggered by his
prediction of a notable event around the birth of Princess
Margaret. This marked the beginning of a widespread
cultural phenomenon: astrology as a daily tool for the
masses. As newspapers and magazines embraced
astrology, it transformed from a mystical science into a
form of entertainment and light self-help, yet retained
its symbolic depth for those who sought deeper insights.

The post-war era, especially during the 1960s and
70s, witnessed a spiritual and cultural revolution.
Astrology thrived during this countercultural wave,
aligning with broader movements that challenged
institutional authority and explored alternative
spiritualities. The Age of Aquarius became both a cultural
metaphor and an astrological narrative about a coming
era of collective awakening, peace, and expanded
consciousness. This was the period when astrology truly
became “for everyone”—integrated into popular music,
feminist discourse, self-exploration, and the emerging
New Age movement. Books like Linda Goodman’s Sun
Signs (1968) sold millions of copies, giving astrological
language mass appeal across the English-speaking world.

Astrology’s evolution continued through the late
20th century, navigating critiques from rationalist and
scientific communities. Nevertheless, the rise of personal
computing and the internet ushered in a new phase of
accessibility. Birth charts, once calculated laboriously
by hand, could now be generated instantly online. Forums
and chatrooms allowed for the exchange of astrological
knowledge and interpretation across national boundaries.
Astrology apps and digital platforms emerged in the
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2000s, blending ancient techniques with sleek user
interfaces and algorithmic analysis.

The 21st century brought new waves of collective
anxiety—from 9/11 and economic recessions to climate
crisis and geopolitical instability. In these contexts,
astrology was once again used to seek meaning in
disorder. Astrologers looked to planetary transits—Ilike
the 2008 Pluto ingress into Capricorn, interpreted by
some as a harbinger of institutional collapse and
transformation—and shared insights through blogs,
YouTube, and social media. Millennials and Gen Z,
navigating economic precarity and identity fluidity,
turned to astrology not just for predictions, but for
language—of affirmation, of archetypes, of belonging.

Then came the COVID-19 pandemic, a global
rupture that brought death, isolation, and existential dread
to the forefront of human experience. Astrology surged
again in popularity during this time, not only as a coping
mechanism but as a framework for understanding global
upheaval. Astrologers around the world pointed to the
Saturn-Pluto conjunction of January 2020—a
configuration historically associated with collapse and
rebirth—as symbolizing the structural breakdowns
initiated by the pandemic. Social media platforms like
TikTok and Instagram exploded with astrological
content, making the discipline even more accessible,
humorous, and tailored to digital natives. Yet beneath
the memes and moon phase rituals was a deeper hunger:
for meaning, for timing, for symbolic language to
understand the personal within the planetary.

In a world marked by scientific progress, secular
ideologies, and technological acceleration, the continued
relevance of astrology suggests something enduring
about human consciousness. It is not simply a predictive
system or a beliefin cosmic determinism; it is a symbolic
language that helps individuals locate themselves in time,
in crisis, and in hope. From soldiers in the trenches to
isolated individuals in lockdown, astrology has offered
the possibility that personal and collective experience is
not random, but part of a larger story—a narrative written
in stars, yet interpreted in the hearts and minds of people
across generations.

Thus, from World War I to COVID-19, astrology
has remained not only alive but alive in new ways. It has
been privatized, popularized, digitized, and
democratized. It has offered both comfort and challenge.
Most importantly, it has remained accessible to
everyone—as a mirror of the soul, a map of potential,
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and a reminder that meaning can still be found amidst
uncertainty.

Modern Western Astrology as Indigenous Thought and
Practice

In a world increasingly defined by scientific
rationalism and technological abstraction, astrology
might appear at first glance to be an outlier—an old-
world remnant that somehow persists in the age of
algorithms and Al. Yet, a deeper, more thoughtful
engagement with astrology reveals that its continued
relevance and emotional resonance stem from something
much older and more organic: its fundamental alignment
with indigenous ways of knowing. Modern Western
astrology, especially in its psychological, archetypal, and
spiritual forms, is not merely a vestige of medieval
superstition or a pop-cultural fad; it is, in many respects,
a continuation of indigenous thought and practice—a
way of relating to the cosmos that is symbolic, cyclical,
and sacred.

To describe astrology as “indigenous” is not to
collapse all traditions into one or to appropriate identities.
Rather, it is to recognize the structural and philosophical
similarities astrology shares with indigenous cosmologies
around the world. Central to both is the idea that the
universe is alive with meaning. Celestial bodies are not
inert masses of gas and rock; they are part of an animate
cosmos that speaks through patterns, cycles, and signs.
The planets, like ancestral spirits or natural forces in
indigenous cosmologies, are seen as active participants
in the unfolding of human life—not as causes in a
mechanical sense, but as mirrors and messengers of
deeper truths.

Astrology, like indigenous traditions, is rooted in
observation of the natural world and its rhythms. It
originated not in laboratories or ivory towers, but under
the open sky. Its foundational principles—such as the
zodiac, planetary cycles, and the seasonal wheel—
emerged from thousands of years of watching the sun
rise and set, tracking the moon’s phases, and noting the
alignment of stars with agricultural cycles, human moods,
and historical events. Just as indigenous peoples have
long based their cultural and spiritual practices on the
land, sky, and sea, astrologers too have worked from the
premise that time is not linear but cyclical, that human
behavior can be understood in terms of natural patterns,
and that wisdom arises from listening to the rthythms of
the universe.
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Throughout history, Western astrology has adapted
and transformed, but it has never truly abandoned this
indigenous core. Even as it was taken up by Hellenistic
philosophers, Islamic scholars, medieval Christian
monks, and Renaissance scientists, astrology retained a
symbolic worldview. It continued to affirm that the
macrocosm (the universe) and the microcosm (the human
being) are reflections of one another—a principle found
in Hermetic texts, Vedic philosophies, and indigenous
cosmologies alike. This “as above, so below” perspective
is not merely poetic—it is metaphysical. It affirms that
knowledge is not only empirical but also intuitive,
relational, and spiritually grounded.

In modern times, particularly since the 20th century,
astrology has seen a resurgence that reflects a yearning
for this kind of holistic understanding. After centuries
of Enlightenment rationalism and industrialization,
which tended to separate humans from nature and
devalue the symbolic imagination, astrology re-emerged
as a tool for self-understanding, healing, and
reconnection. The work of figures like Dane Rudhyar,
who emphasized the spiritual and psychological
dimensions of astrology, re-infused it with depth and
purpose. Rudhyar, and later archetypal astrologers such
as Liz Greene and Richard Tarnas, repositioned astrology
not as a deterministic system but as a living language
through which individuals can explore their place in a
meaningful cosmos.

This modern turn toward psychological and
archetypal astrology aligns deeply with indigenous
epistemologies. It re-centers the symbolic, the intuitive,
and the participatory. In this framework, astrology is not
about rigid fate or fortune-telling—it is about story, myth,
and sacred timing. A natal chart becomes not a set of
fixed characteristics, but a living map of the soul’s
potential journey, much like how indigenous traditions
understand the individual’s path in relation to ancestry,
land, and spirit. Transits and progressions are not external
events, but sacred opportunities—openings for growth,
release, or reconnection.

Moreover, the cultural resurgence of astrology in
the digital age—especially among younger generations—
reflects a wider hunger for indigenous ways of knowing.
Moon rituals, solstice celebrations, planetary invocations,
and birth chart studies are all being re-integrated into
daily life, often accompanied by other spiritual practices
such as herbalism, energy work, and ancestral healing.
Many contemporary astrologers actively position their

938)

work as decolonial—rejecting the mechanistic
worldview of Western modernity and advocating for a
re-sacralized relationship with the cosmos. This is
evident in the language of planetary archetypes, in the
honoring of eclipse portals and retrograde periods, and
in the widespread use of astrology as a tool for social
justice, inner healing, and collective transformation.

Yet this convergence is not without complexity.
Modern Western astrology, while resonant with
indigenous thought, also carries the weight of Western
history: colonization, commodification, and
appropriation. Much of its language and structure are
shaped by Greco-Roman, Christian, and Enlightenment
paradigms. As such, reclaiming astrology as a form of
indigenous wisdom requires a conscious unlearning—a
willingness to acknowledge its entanglements with power
and to re-orient it toward relationality, humility, and
respect for living traditions.

In this light, astrology becomes not a relic or a trend,
but a practice of remembering. It helps modern
individuals reconnect with ways of being that have long
been marginalized—ways that value cycles over speed,
meaning over measurement, and interdependence over
individualism. Astrology, when engaged with in this way,
is not escapism but homecoming. It is a return to the
ancestral, the sacred, the embodied. It is, in a very real
sense, indigenous in spirit—even if its forms are
syncretic, modern, and ever-evolving.

Thus, to see modern Western astrology as
indigenous is to recognize it as part of humanity’s oldest
endeavor: to make meaning of the sky, to read the signs
of the earth, and to live in respectful relationship with
the cosmos. It is not just a technique, but a worldview—
one that speaks to our longing for connection, our
reverence for mystery, and our deep, enduring hope that
the universe is, after all, alive with meaning.

Astrology as a Global Belief System in the Modern
World

Astrology continues to evolve as a meaningful
system of belief and symbolic interpretation across
different cultures in the modern world. In South and East
Asia, it remains deeply embedded in daily life. Indian
astrology (Jyotisa) continues to influence decisions
related to marriage, health, education, and politics, with
both classical traditions and digital platforms making it
widely accessible today (David Pingree, 1978; Sanjukta
Gupta, 2012). In China, traditional systems such as the
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Ba Zi (Four Pillars of Destiny) and Zi Wei Dou Shu are
still practiced alongside modern adaptations, particularly
during important transitions like marriage, childbirth, and
business launches (Derek Walters, 1987). In Australia
and Oceania, there is a growing recognition of Indigenous
star knowledge and navigation systems—particularly
among the Aboriginal peoples and Polynesian cultures—
although Western astrology remains predominant in
urban areas (Duane Hamacher, 2022).

In the Americas, astrology has undergone both
revival and transformation. In North America, especially
the United States, astrology has gained enormous
popularity among millennials and Gen Z, often framed
in psychological or spiritual terms rather than
deterministic predictions (Nicholas Campion, 2016).
Digital media, astrology apps, and social platforms have
helped foster a new cultural legitimacy for astrology as
a tool for self-reflection and emotional insight (Tanya
Luhrmann, 1989). In Latin America, astrology blends
with local spiritualities, Catholic practices, and African
diasporic traditions such as Candomblé and Santeria,
especially in countries like Brazil, Mexico, and Cuba
(Luis Nicolau Parés, 2006). Here, astrology is both
popular and sacred, often practiced in hybrid forms that
include Tarot, spirit invocation, and ritual timing.

In Sub-Saharan Africa and modern Egypt,
astrological systems are interwoven with traditional
beliefs, though they vary by region. In many African
cultures, sky lore and divination through celestial patterns
are practiced alongside ancestral rituals and geomancy
(Jacob Olupona, 2014). Although Western-style astrology
has entered urban markets through media and technology,
traditional cosmologies often maintain stronger authority
in rural and spiritually rooted communities. In Egypt,
while Islamic orthodoxy may discourage astrological
belief, popular astrology persists in mass media, social
spaces, and private consultation. The symbolic legacy
of ancient Egyptian zodiacs, such as those at Dendera,
and Greco-Roman influences remain significant in
historical studies (Robert Bauval and Adrian Gilbert,
1994).

In modern Europe, Greece, and the historically rich
region of Babylon (present-day Iraq), astrology is both a
cultural heritage and a personal belief. In Europe,
astrology has reemerged through the lens of
psychological and archetypal analysis, particularly
inspired by Carl Jung’s work on synchronicity and the
collective unconscious (Liz Greene, 2000). Greece—
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home to classical thinkers like Ptolemy—has seen
renewed academic interest in Hellenistic astrology
through translation and research efforts (Chris Brennan,
2017). Meanwhile, the region of ancient Babylon, once
the intellectual cradle of planetary omen astrology, no
longer sustains public astrological practice due to
political and religious constraints. However, the historical
legacy of cuneiform tablets and mathematical astronomy
developed there continues to inform scholarly
understanding of the origins of astrology (Francesca
Rochberg, 2004). Across these cultures, astrology has
proven to be an enduring, adaptable system of meaning
that bridges ancient cosmologies and modern
consciousness.

Astrology in Modern Australia

Astrology in modern Australia reflects a fascinating
intersection of ancient symbolism, colonial history,
Indigenous cosmology, and contemporary spiritual
pluralism. While Australia may appear as a young nation
in political terms, its engagement with astrology is
layered—ranging from imported British traditions to
localized spiritual practices shaped by the land, sky, and
diverse immigrant populations. The astrological
landscape of Australia today is vibrant, dynamic, and
reflective of broader global trends in the metaphysical
revival.

Historically, astrology was brought to Australia
during the colonial era through British settlers. In the
19th and early 20th centuries, Western astrology—Ilargely
derived from Greco-Roman and medieval European
traditions—was practiced in urban centers like Sydney
and Melbourne, often found in newspaper columns,
women’s magazines, and popular almanacs (Nick
Campion, 2004). These early forms of astrology were
mostly sun-sign based and remained at the fringe of
public respectability, viewed more as entertainment than
serious guidance.

However, by the late 20th century, Australia
experienced a spiritual awakening influenced by the
global countercultural movements of the 1960s and
1970s. Astrology became increasingly associated with
personal growth, alternative spirituality, and the New
Age movement. During this time, many Australian
astrologers began to emerge as recognized professionals,
offering birth chart interpretations, transit forecasts, and
psychological counseling through the astrological lens.
The influence of Jungian psychology and humanistic
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astrology was significant, particularly in the work of
astrologers such as Liz Greene and Stephen Arroyo,
whose ideas deeply resonated with Australian audiences
seeking self-knowledge.

One of the most distinctive features of astrology in
Australia today is its strong grassroots presence.
Astrology groups, workshops, retreats, and online
communities flourish across the country. Organizations
like the Federation of Australian Astrologers (FAA),
founded in 1971, have played a central role in
standardizing astrological education and fostering a sense
of community among practitioners. The FAA conducts
regular conferences, certification programs, and journals,
which have helped legitimize astrology as a discipline
within Australia’s holistic and therapeutic culture.

Moreover, the digital revolution has democratized
astrology, with many Australian practitioners now
offering consultations via social media, podcasts, and
personalized apps. Astrologers such as Julija Simas,
founder of the Cosmic Intelligence Agency in Melbourne,
have gained international recognition for blending
astrology with modern technology, esoteric philosophy,
and global consciousness movements. Simas’ work
highlights the futuristic and experimental spirit that
characterizes Australian astrology today.

Importantly, contemporary Australian astrology
does not exist in isolation from Indigenous cosmologies.
Aboriginal Australians have long possessed complex star
knowledge systems that are astronomical, seasonal, and
spiritual in nature. The Yolngu people of Arnhem Land,
for instance, recognize constellations such as Djulpan
(Orion) and link them to ancestral stories and law (Ray
Norris, CSIRO). Although Western astrology and
Aboriginal astronomy arise from different ontologies,
recent dialogues—particularly in academic and cultural
heritage settings—have sought to explore intersections
and respectfully preserve Indigenous sky knowledge
alongside modern celestial studies.

In recent decades, astrology in Australia has also
intersected with mental health, spiritual counseling, and
eco-conscious movements. Many therapists and holistic
practitioners integrate astrological insight into life
coaching, trauma recovery, and personal transformation.
Here, astrology becomes not merely predictive, but
reflective—a symbolic mirror for navigating inner
archetypes and existential questions, echoing the global
shift toward psychology-based astrology.

Despite its popularity, astrology in Australia
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continues to face criticism from sections of the scientific
and rationalist community. Organizations like the
Australian Skeptics frequently challenge its credibility,
pointing to the lack of empirical evidence and the
problem of confirmation bias. Nevertheless, astrology’s
appeal persists—not necessarily because it claims
objective truth, but because it offers meaning, pattern,
and poetic resonance in an uncertain world.

In conclusion, astrology in modern Australia is a
multifaceted and evolving phenomenon. It draws from
European traditions, embraces technological innovation,
interacts respectfully (though cautiously) with
Indigenous knowledge systems, and serves the
psychological and spiritual needs of a diverse population.
In a society marked by both scientific rationalism and
spiritual seeking, astrology occupies a unique space—
as a cultural mirror, a personal compass, and a symbolic
language that connects the Australian individual with
the rhythms of the wider cosmos.

Astrology in Modern Oceania

Astrology in modern Oceania presents a rich
tapestry of cultural dialogues, spiritual adaptations, and
evolving cosmological interpretations. As a
geographically diverse and culturally pluralistic region
encompassing Australia, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, and numerous Pacific Island nations, Oceania
hosts a variety of astrological practices—ranging from
Western horoscope traditions to Indigenous sky
cosmologies that are deeply embedded in oral traditions,
ecological rhythms, and ancestral worship. In this fluid
intermingling of tradition and modernity, astrology
functions not only as a predictive tool but also as a
medium for cultural expression, identity formation, and
existential reflection.

In urban centers such as Auckland, Wellington,
Sydney, and Port Moresby, Western astrology—
particularly psychological and humanistic astrology—
has gained considerable popularity over the past few
decades. Heavily influenced by movements in Europe
and North America, astrology in these areas is often
practiced within New Age spiritual communities,
wellness centers, and online platforms. Modern
astrologers in Oceania increasingly integrate Jungian
archetypes, planetary psychology, and the language of
personal transformation, mirroring global trends (Liz
Greene; Howard Sasportas). Online horoscopes, mobile
astrology apps, YouTube forecasts, and virtual
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consultations have made astrology more accessible than
ever, especially among younger generations.

Organizations like the Federation of Australian
Astrologers (FAA) and the Astrological Foundation of
New Zealand (AFNZ) have played key roles in
institutionalizing astrological education, hosting
conferences, and fostering professional standards.
Prominent astrologers such as Julija Simas and Stephanie
Johnson from Australia, and Faye Blake from New
Zealand, have contributed significantly to the global
astrological community through writings, consultations,
and digital initiatives. Their work represents a distinctly
Oceanic voice in the expanding dialogue between
astrology, consciousness, and planetary ecology.

However, modern astrology in Oceania cannot be
fully appreciated without acknowledging the rich
Indigenous cosmologies that have shaped the region’s
relationship with the stars for millennia. In Maori
traditions, the cosmos is animated by whakapapa
(genealogy), where stars such as Matariki (Pleiades) are
not just markers of seasonal cycles but living ancestors
who signal renewal and the agricultural new year. The
re-emergence of Matariki in the dawn sky is now
celebrated as a national holiday in Aotearoa (New
Zealand), reflecting a synthesis of Indigenous cosmology
with national identity (Rangi Matamua, 2020).

Similarly, in Melanesian and Polynesian cultures,
celestial navigation has long served as both a spiritual
and practical technology. Stars are read not only to
forecast weather or plot oceanic journeys but also to mark
sacred rituals and social organization. Among the
Samoans, Tongans, and Hawaiians, cosmology is
inseparable from the divine order (mana) and the
responsibilities of stewardship (malama ’aina) toward
land and sea. These traditional cosmologies share a
symbolic resonance with astrology, even if their
frameworks differ from the Western zodiacal model.

In modern times, there have been efforts to integrate
or respectfully juxtapose Indigenous sky knowledge with
contemporary astrological practices. Some Maori
practitioners have begun to explore astrological
correlations with maramataka (lunar calendars), while
scholars such as Pauline Harris and Rereata Makiha
advocate for the revival of sky lore as part of cultural
restoration and intergenerational healing. Although not
astrology in the Western sense, these Indigenous systems
possess their own astrological logic—based on the
movements of stars, phases of the moon, and ancestral
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relationships with the cosmos.

In Papua New Guinea and other parts of Melanesia,
local cosmologies often center around spirit-world
relationships and star beings, deeply woven into myths
and initiation rituals. While Western astrology has made
limited inroads in rural and tribal communities, urban
populations have begun to engage with horoscopes and
sun-sign astrology through social media and print
publications, particularly among the youth.

Despite growing popularity, astrology in Oceania
faces the same critiques as elsewhere. Scientific
skepticism, Christian fundamentalism, and colonial
legacies have at times marginalized both Western and
Indigenous cosmologies. Yet, the resilience of
astrological belief—whether in the form of zodiac signs,
lunar rituals, or stellar myths—suggests a deep-rooted
human need for pattern, meaning, and spiritual
orientation.

In conclusion, astrology in modern Oceania is a
layered phenomenon. It embraces the analytical tools of
Western astrology while remaining deeply intertwined
with Indigenous star traditions that view the cosmos as
alive, ancestral, and ethically instructive. Whether
practiced in the digital space or remembered in the sacred
canoe chants of Polynesia, astrology in Oceania remains
a powerful mirror—of time, of culture, and of the
enduring human desire to read the stars in order to better
understand the self and the world.

Astrology in Modern North America

Astrology in modern North America represents a
unique convergence of ancient esoteric tradition,
countercultural revival, psychological insight, and
digital-era reinvention. Spanning the diverse cultural and
spiritual landscapes of the United States, Canada, and
parts of Mexico, astrology in this region is both highly
individualized and widely diffused, deeply commercial
and profoundly reflective. Its popularity transcends
generational, religious, and social boundaries, emerging
as a prominent feature of contemporary spiritual life.

Historically, astrology arrived in North America
through European settlers in the 17th and 18th centuries,
where it retained much of its medieval and Renaissance
roots. However, it was in the 20th century—particularly
after World War II—that astrology underwent a major
transformation. The publication of Linda Goodman’s Sun
Signs (1968) marked a cultural turning point. It
democratized astrology, introducing it to millions in an
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accessible language and format, and propelled sun-sign
astrology into the mainstream.

The 1960s and 70s counterculture movements
played a crucial role in this resurgence. Astrology became
associated with the wider quest for personal liberation,
spiritual exploration, and rejection of rigid institutional
norms. It found fertile ground in cities like San Francisco,
Los Angeles, and New York, where communes, spiritual
retreats, and bookstores carried horoscopes alongside 1
Ching texts and Eastern philosophies. Influential
astrologers like Dane Rudhyar, Liz Greene, Stephen
Arroyo, and Isabel Hickey introduced psychological and
humanistic astrology to a new audience, integrating
Jungian archetypes, self-realization, and inner healing
into astrological interpretation (Rudhyar, The Astrology
of Personality, 1936).

In Canada, similar trends unfolded, with vibrant
astrological communities emerging in cities like
Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal. Organizations such
as the Fraser Valley Astrological Guild and Astrology
Toronto facilitated education and discourse. The
Canadian Astrology Conference, held biennially,
showcases the country’s growing engagement with
astrological scholarship, wellness, and therapeutic
modalities.

By the late 1990s and into the 21st century, astrology
experienced a renaissance in digital form. With the
proliferation of blogs, YouTube channels, and social
media platforms like Instagram and TikTok, a new
generation of astrologers—such as Chani Nicholas,
Samuel F. Reynolds, and Jessica Lanyadoo—began to
use inclusive, feminist, and decolonial frameworks in
their astrological interpretations. These voices have
reshaped astrology into a tool of empowerment, identity
politics, trauma healing, and community care. Their work
has resonated deeply with millennials and Gen Z
audiences, many of whom identify as “spiritual but not
religious”.

Astrology apps like Co—Star, The Pattern, and
TimePassages have further revolutionized the
experience, combining machine learning and Al-driven
data with accessible psychological insights. These
platforms have sparked debates over the
commercialization and algorithmic flattening of
astrology, yet their popularity speaks to a deep cultural
hunger for symbolic frameworks in an uncertain world.

Academically, astrology remains contested. While
mainstream science and university curricula exclude it
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from empirical legitimacy, departments of religious
studies, cultural anthropology, and history have begun
examining astrology as a living cultural practice. Scholars
such as Nicholas Campion, Tamsin Meaney, and Monica
H. Green have analyzed its role in postmodern identity,
gender studies, and wellness economies.

In the context of Mexico, astrology exists in a hybrid
space, where Catholic devotionalism, indigenous
cosmologies, and modern astrological systems coexist.
Popular astrology is deeply embedded in media culture—
radio shows, newspapers, and online columns. At the
same time, Mexico’s spiritual traditions often merge
astrology with curanderismo, lunar worship, and the
symbolic power of planetary deities, especially in regions
where pre-Columbian cosmologies retain cultural
memory.

Criticism of astrology in North America often comes
from secular humanists, scientists, and rationalist
organizations such as The Skeptics Society and CSICOP.
These groups view astrology as a pseudoscience,
critiquing its lack of falsifiability and empirical
methodology. Nevertheless, public trust in astrology has
continued to grow. According to Pew Research data
(2021), approximately 30% of American adults believe
in astrology, with higher percentages among young adults
and women.

What distinguishes North American astrology in the
modern era is its capacity to adapt and speak to
contemporary issues—trauma, identity, social justice,
and mental health—through a symbolic and archetypal
vocabulary. It no longer operates solely within
predictions and fate but has emerged as a therapeutic,
introspective, and culturally expressive tool.

In conclusion, astrology in modern North America
is not a marginal curiosity but a robust, evolving
phenomenon. It occupies spaces both mystical and
mainstream—{flourishing in wellness centers, mobile
apps, academic inquiry, and social media feeds. It reflects
a society in flux: post-religious yet spiritually curious,
technologically advanced yet existentially unsettled.
Above all, it offers a symbolic language that allows
individuals to situate themselves meaningfully within a
vast and mysterious cosmos.

Astrology in Modern South and Central America
Astrology in modern South and Central America

reflects a dynamic fusion of ancient cosmological

traditions, colonial religious influence, and contemporary
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spiritual revival. Across this richly diverse region—
stretching from Mexico and Guatemala to Brazil,
Argentina, and Chile—astrology has emerged not merely
as a predictive system, but as a vibrant part of the spiritual
and cultural fabric of life. It occupies a space where
European astrological traditions, Indigenous
cosmologies, Afro-Latin spiritualities, and modern self-
help movements intersect and reconfigure.

Historically, astrology entered Latin America
through Spanish and Portuguese colonizers, who brought
with them Catholic religious beliefs, Renaissance
astrology, and classical Greco-Roman cosmology. As
early as the 16th century, Jesuit missionaries and
European scholars living in the New World used celestial
observations not only for navigation and agriculture but
also to determine feast days, ecclesiastical rituals, and
omens. In colonial Peru and Mexico, astrological
symbolism often blended into sacred art and architecture,
subtly merging Indigenous motifs with planetary deities
(Carolyn Dean, 1999).

In modern times, astrology in South and Central
America has taken on new forms. It is widely present in
popular culture—especially in daily newspapers,
women’s magazines, and television. Sun-sign horoscopes
remain extremely popular, and well-known astrologers
have become national celebrities in countries like Brazil,
Mexico, and Argentina. For instance, the late Brazilian
astrologer Walter Mercado, known for his flamboyant
television appearances and spiritual charisma, reached
millions across Latin America and the Hispanic world
for decades. His message combined astrology, mysticism,
and universal love, making him an iconic figure in the
spiritual lives of countless Latin Americans.

In Brazil, astrology enjoys a particularly strong
cultural foothold. Alongside Afro-Brazilian religions like
Candomblé and Umbanda, which have their own
planetary and elemental cosmologies, Western astrology
is widely practiced by both spiritualists and middle-class
urban professionals. Brazilian astrologers such as Carlos
Hollanda and Claudia Lisboa have contributed
significantly to making astrology accessible,
psychological, and introspective—aligning with global
humanistic trends. Astrology is often integrated into
psychotherapy, self-help literature, and holistic health
practices.

In Mexico, astrology is part of a broader
metaphysical and esoteric tradition that blends Catholic
mysticism, Indigenous Nahua cosmology, curanderismo
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(folk healing), and tarot. The Maya and Aztec
civilizations had highly sophisticated astronomical
systems, which although different from Hellenistic
astrology, were also used to track time, predict
agricultural cycles, and perform rituals tied to planetary
deities. In the 21st century, modern Mexican astrologers
are increasingly exploring the potential of hybrid
systems—blending traditional Mesoamerican calendars
(such as the Tzolk’in) with Western natal charts.

In Argentina and Chile, astrology is thriving among
urban intellectuals and youth. In Buenos Aires, for
example, astrological counseling is common among
therapists and life coaches, and bookstores prominently
feature astrology next to psychology and philosophy. The
popularity of astrocartography (relocation astrology),
lunar diaries, and solar return charts has increased among
women and young adults who view astrology as a tool
of self-awareness, emotional growth, and feminine
empowerment.

Central American countries such as Guatemala, El
Salvador, and Costa Rica also reflect this duality: Western
astrological systems exist alongside ancestral
cosmologies. In Guatemala, for example, the K’iche’
Maya still follow traditional star-based agricultural
calendars, while modern astrology finds audiences
through digital apps, local healers, and esoteric
bookstores in urban centers. Astrological festivals, tarot
fairs, and wellness retreats have also begun to appear in
these regions, especially post-2000, influenced by global
spiritual trends and eco-conscious movements.

The rise of social media and astrology apps has
accelerated astrology’s visibility in Latin America.
Spanish and Portuguese-speaking astrologers now offer
birth chart readings through YouTube, Instagram, and
WhatsApp, making astrology highly accessible and
community-oriented. Platforms such as Astrologia para
Todos, Cosmosofia, and Astrocentro Brasil have built
large followings, often combining astrology with
numerology, chakras, and lunar ritual practices.

Despite its popularity, astrology in South and
Central America is not without its critics. Mainstream
scientists, Catholic clergy, and secular intellectuals
sometimes dismiss it as superstition. However,
astrology’s symbolic richness, emotional resonance, and
capacity to speak to existential anxieties have enabled it
to endure. In a region marked by political instability,
social inequality, and rapid modernization, astrology
offers a sense of personal agency and cosmic coherence—
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a mirror to individual and collective journeys.

In conclusion, astrology in modern South and
Central America is a living, adaptive, and culturally
embedded practice. It draws from both ancient and
modern sources, weaving together European techniques,
Indigenous cosmologies, Afro-spiritual traditions, and
digital-era innovation. It serves not only as a predictive
or divinatory tool, but as a language of healing, identity,
and cosmological belonging—reaffirming that the
dialogue between humanity and the stars is as vital here
as it is anywhere in the world.

Astrology in Modern Sub-Saharan Africa: A Fusion
of Tradition and Contemporary Beliefs

Astrology in modern Sub-Saharan Africa is a
multifaceted belief system that blends traditional spiritual
practices with contemporary influences, reflecting the
region’s complex history, cultural evolution, and societal
dynamics. Rooted in ancient African cosmologies,
astrology has always held significance, with many
indigenous African cultures viewing the movements of
the stars, planets, and other celestial bodies as a direct
influence on human life and the natural world. These
traditions often intertwined astrology with other forms
of spiritual practices, such as divination, ancestral
worship, and the understanding of cosmic forces.

In particular, the Yoruba people of West Africa have
long maintained an astrological framework that
emphasizes the importance of celestial alignment in
shaping human destiny. Through their intricate divination
systems like Ifa, they interpret signs from the heavens to
offer guidance on matters of life, health, and spiritual
well-being. Similar practices can be found in other parts
of Sub-Saharan Africa, where astrology is often seen as
a way of connecting with higher powers and gaining
insight into one’s path in life.

The introduction of Western religions such as
Christianity and Islam, particularly during the colonial
era, had a profound impact on these indigenous practices.
Astrology, along with other spiritual traditions, was often
denounced as pagan and incompatible with the
monotheistic beliefs of these religions. This led to the
suppression of astrology in many regions, with traditional
practices being pushed to the margins of society.
However, despite the colonial attempts to diminish the
role of indigenous beliefs, astrology has not disappeared.
In fact, it has experienced a resurgence in many parts of
Sub-Saharan Africa in the post-colonial period, as people
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have sought to reconnect with their cultural roots and
reassert their identity in the face of globalization.

The contemporary practice of astrology in Sub-
Saharan Africa is a unique fusion of traditional African
astrological systems and Western astrological models,
such as the zodiac. This hybridization has allowed
astrology to evolve and adapt to the modern world. In
countries like Nigeria, South Africa, Ghana, and Kenya,
astrologers often combine Western horoscopes and
planetary movements with African spiritual and
cosmological concepts. This blending creates a more
personalized form of astrology that resonates with the
daily lives of Africans, addressing concerns such as
career decisions, relationships, health, and even political
predictions.

In urban centers across Sub-Saharan Africa,
astrology has also become a prominent feature in the
media and entertainment industry. Astrology columns in
newspapers, radio broadcasts, and online platforms cater
to the growing interest in celestial guidance, particularly
among young, urban populations who are exposed to
global trends through social media. Astrologers in these
spaces often serve as public figures, offering advice and
insights to large audiences. This modern form of
astrology in Sub-Saharan Africa is no longer limited to
traditional spiritual leaders or elders but has become a
more widespread, accessible practice.

In addition to its role in personal guidance, astrology
in Sub-Saharan Africa also plays a significant part in
social and communal life. It is often used in decision-
making processes, from political matters to business
ventures, where favorable celestial alignments are
thought to bring success. Astrological consultations are
commonly sought before important events such as
weddings, naming ceremonies, or even embarking on
major life changes, ensuring that they occur at the most
auspicious times.

The appeal of astrology in modern Sub-Saharan
Africa can be attributed to several factors. In a region
where many face economic hardship, political instability,
and social challenges, astrology provides a sense of
control and direction. It offers individuals a way to
understand their place in the world and make sense of
the uncertainties they face. Astrology, therefore,
functions as both a spiritual tool and a practical guide,
helping people navigate complex and often difficult
circumstances.

However, the popularity of astrology in Sub-
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Saharan Africa has not been without its critics. Some
traditional leaders, religious figures, and even modern
skeptics argue that astrology undermines the authority
of established religious institutions and scientific
reasoning. Additionally, there are concerns about the
commercialization of astrology, with some practitioners
accused of exploiting people’s vulnerabilities for
financial gain. Despite these criticisms, astrology remains
a deeply ingrained part of Sub-Saharan African
spirituality, offering both personal and collective
meaning to those who seek its guidance.

In conclusion, astrology in modern Sub-Saharan
Africais a vibrant and evolving belief system that reflects
the region’s rich cultural heritage and the ongoing
influence of globalization. Its fusion of traditional
African cosmologies with Western astrological models
demonstrates the adaptability of African spirituality in
the contemporary world. Astrology continues to play a
crucial role in the lives of many Africans, providing both
spiritual guidance and practical advice in an ever-
changing global landscape.

Astrology in Modern Egypt: A Blend of Ancient
Traditions and Contemporary Practices

Astrology in modern Egypt is a fascinating blend
of ancient traditions and contemporary influences,
shaped by the country’s rich historical, cultural, and
religious heritage. Egypt, with its long and storied past,
has always had a deep connection with the stars and
celestial bodies. From the time of the ancient Egyptians,
astrology has been intertwined with religious and
spiritual beliefs, serving as a guiding force in both
personal and national affairs. In the modern era, astrology
continues to hold significance, although it has evolved
and adapted to fit contemporary needs and practices.

In ancient Egypt, astrology was closely tied to the
worship of gods and the belief in the cosmic order. The
Egyptians were among the earliest civilizations to
systematically observe the movements of the stars,
particularly the stars of the zodiac, and associate them
with the cycles of nature, the seasons, and the fate of
individuals. The famous Egyptian Book of the Dead
contains references to celestial influences, and the ancient
Egyptians even developed their own astrological systems
to interpret the will of the gods. Key figures in Egyptian
astrology, like the priest-astronomer Imhotep, are
remembered for their contributions to early astronomical
and astrological practices. These systems were used not

Internat. J. Appl. Soc. Sci. |July & Aug., 2026| 13 (7&8)|

only for personal guidance but also for determining the
best times for planting crops, conducting important
rituals, and making political decisions.

However, with the rise of Islam in the 7th century
and the spread of Islamic beliefs across Egypt, the
practice of astrology became more marginalized. In
Islamic culture, astrology was often viewed with
suspicion, as it was perceived as incompatible with the
monotheistic belief in Allah and the concept of divine
will. Islamic scholars, like Al-Ghazali, criticized
astrology, viewing it as a form of superstition that sought
to undermine human free will and the sovereignty of
God. As aresult, astrology gradually lost its prominence,
although it never fully disappeared and continued to exist
in various forms, especially among certain segments of
Egyptian society.

In modern Egypt, astrology has undergone a
significant revival. With the rise of global communication
and the increasing influence of Western cultures,
Egyptians have been exposed to a variety of astrological
traditions, including the Western zodiac and horoscopic
astrology. The modern Egyptian approach to astrology
is a blend of these external influences with elements of
Egypt’s own astrological and spiritual history. Today,
astrology is widely practiced and often appears in
newspapers, magazines, and on social media platforms,
where astrologers offer daily horoscopes, predictions for
personal relationships, and advice on career and health.

The practice of astrology in Egypt is popular among
a broad segment of the population, especially in urban
centers like Cairo and Alexandria. It has become common
for Egyptians to consult astrologers for guidance in
matters of love, career, and even political affairs. Many
Egyptians, particularly those in younger generations, are
turning to astrology as a means of understanding their
fate and making sense of the uncertainties of modern
life. Astrologers in Egypt often combine Western
methods, such as the zodiac and planetary positions, with
traditional Egyptian influences, creating a unique form
of astrology that resonates with the cultural and spiritual
identity of the country.

Astrology in Egypt is not only a personal tool for
self-reflection and guidance but also a social
phenomenon. It plays a role in the larger cultural
landscape, often appearing in the media as a form of
entertainment, with astrology columns in popular
newspapers and lifestyle magazines. In fact, some
Egyptian celebrities and public figures publicly share
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their zodiac signs and consult astrologers for advice,
contributing to astrology’s visibility and appeal. Social
media platforms also play a significant role in the
popularization of astrology, with numerous Egyptian
astrologers offering online consultations, videos, and
horoscope updates to their followers.

The resurgence of interest in astrology in Egypt can
also be seen in its connection to spirituality and self-
improvement. Many Egyptians view astrology as a tool
for personal growth, helping individuals to understand
their strengths, weaknesses, and life purpose. Some
practitioners even combine astrology with other spiritual
practices, such as meditation, numerology, and energy
healing, to offer a more holistic approach to well-being.

However, astrology in modern Egypt is not without
its challenges and critics. Traditional religious
authorities, particularly within Islam, continue to view
astrology with skepticism, and some religious scholars
argue that it contradicts the teachings of Islam.
Additionally, the commercialization of astrology—
especially the use of social media platforms for
promotional purposes—has led to concerns about the
exploitation of people’s beliefs and fears for financial
gain. Despite these criticisms, astrology remains a
popular and influential part of Egyptian society, offering
many a sense of control and understanding in a rapidly
changing world.

In conclusion, astrology in modern Egypt is a rich
and evolving practice that draws on both ancient
traditions and contemporary influences. From its roots
in ancient Egyptian religious and astrological systems
to its adaptation of Western astrological models,
astrology continues to play a significant role in the lives
of many Egyptians today. Whether viewed as a spiritual
guide, a source of entertainment, or a tool for personal
growth, astrology has proven to be resilient in the face
of cultural and religious challenges, remaining a vital
part of Egypt’s diverse cultural fabric.

Astrology in Modern China: A Synthesis of Ancient
Traditions and Contemporary Influences

Astrology in modern China is a fascinating
intersection of ancient Chinese cosmology, traditional
beliefs, and contemporary influences. With a rich history
of celestial observation, the Chinese have long viewed
astrology not just as a method for predicting the future
but as a tool for understanding the natural world and
aligning oneself with cosmic rhythms. While China’s
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long history of astrology dates back thousands of years,
the practice has evolved over time, adapting to social,
cultural, and political changes. Today, astrology in China
exists as a unique fusion of ancient systems with modern
interpretations, serving various purposes from personal
guidance to cultural expression.

The foundation of Chinese astrology is deeply
rooted in the ancient philosophies of Taoism,
Confucianism, and Buddhism, which have shaped
Chinese thought for centuries. Central to Chinese
astrology is the concept of the Five Elements (Wood,
Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water) and the Yin-Yang
philosophy, which asserts that opposites are
interconnected and interdependent in the natural world.
This view of the world’s balance is reflected in Chinese
astrological systems, where celestial bodies, particularly
the moon and planets, are seen as integral parts of the
cosmic order that influences all aspects of life on Earth.

One of the most well-known systems of Chinese
astrology is the Chinese Zodiac, or Shengxiao, which
divides individuals into twelve animal signs based on
their birth year. These animal signs—Rat, Ox, Tiger,
Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster,
Dog, and Pig—are each associated with specific
personality traits and fortunes. The cycle repeats every
twelve years, and each year is also associated with one
of the five elements, creating a 60-year cycle. This system
has been used for centuries to predict everything from
personal characteristics to compatibility in relationships
and career success. Many Chinese people still consult
their zodiac signs when making major life decisions, such
as choosing a spouse, starting a business, or planning
for a child’s birth.

Chinese astrology also incorporates the practice of
Ba Zi (Four Pillars of Destiny), a more complex system
that analyzes the year, month, day, and hour of a person’s
birth to create a detailed astrological chart. Ba Zi is based
on the interaction between the Ten Heavenly Stems and
the Twelve Earthly Branches, which are connected to
the Five Elements and Yin-Yang theory. This system is
often used by practitioners to gain deeper insights into a
person’s fate, potential, and life path. In modern China,
Ba Zi readings are highly sought after by individuals
looking for guidance on life events, health, and career
choices.

In the modern era, astrology in China has been
subject to several influences, particularly the rise of
scientific thinking and the cultural shifts brought about
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by political changes. Under the Communist regime,
especially during the Cultural Revolution, astrology was
heavily discouraged as part of a broader effort to
eliminate “superstitions” and promote scientific
materialism. However, after the reforms of the late 20th
century, astrology experienced a resurgence, coinciding
with China’s rapid economic growth and the resurgence
of interest in traditional Chinese culture. The
reemergence of astrology, along with other forms of
Chinese metaphysics like Feng Shui and Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM), reflects a broader trend of
reconnecting with China’s ancient cultural practices
while also adapting them to modern life.

Astrology today in China is popular among both
the older and younger generations. While older
generations may still rely on traditional practices like
Ba Zi and the Chinese Zodiac, younger Chinese people,
particularly in urban areas, often combine Chinese
astrology with Western forms of astrology, such as the
zodiac and horoscope readings, to create a hybrid system
of belief. Many people consult astrologers online or
through apps to receive advice on everything from
romantic relationships to career planning. These apps
and websites often blend traditional Chinese astrological
elements with more contemporary approaches, offering
daily horoscopes, zodiac compatibility tests, and even
astrology-based personal advice.

In addition to its use in personal life, astrology in
modern China is also present in popular culture, where
it has found its place in television shows, movies, and
literature. Astrology is frequently referenced in media
as a way of adding depth to characters or as a tool to
explain motivations and destinies. It is not uncommon
for Chinese celebrities and public figures to openly
discuss their zodiac signs or consult astrologers for career
advice, further fueling public interest in astrology.

Despite its growing popularity, astrology in modem
China has its critics. Some see it as a relic of the past,
incompatible with the scientific mindset promoted by
the government. Others argue that the commercialization
of astrology, particularly in the form of online apps and
celebrity horoscopes, has led to its exploitation for profit.
These concerns are counterbalanced by the fact that
astrology continues to be a deeply ingrained part of
Chinese cultural and spiritual life, particularly in terms
of social and personal identity. For many Chinese,
astrology offers a way to understand and navigate the
complexities of modern life, providing a sense of
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connection to the ancient traditions that have shaped their
culture for centuries.

In conclusion, astrology in modern China remains
a significant part of the country’s cultural fabric. While
it has undergone significant changes throughout history,
from the influence of ancient Chinese cosmology to its
adaptation in the contemporary world, astrology
continues to be a source of personal and spiritual
guidance for many people. Whether through the Chinese
Zodiac, Ba Zi, or modern-day horoscopes, astrology in
China bridges the gap between the past and the present,
offering individuals a way to make sense of their lives
and connect with the cosmos.

Astrology in Modern India: A Continuing Tradition in
a Changing World

Astrology in modern India holds a unique and
profound place within the country’s cultural, social, and
spiritual landscape, continuing to shape the lives of
millions of people despite the advancements of science
and technology. Rooted in the ancient Vedic traditions,
astrology in India has evolved over centuries, adapting
to changing social contexts while retaining its deep
connection to Hindu philosophy, cosmology, and ritual
practices. Today, it stands as a vital part of the Indian
way of life, influencing everything from personal
decisions to major national events, while also facing
growing debates over its scientific validity and cultural
relevance.

The origins of Indian astrology, or Jyotisha, date
back thousands of years to the Vedic period, where it
was regarded as one of the six Vedangas, or auxiliary
sciences, integral to the study of the Vedas. This ancient
system of celestial observation was used to understand
the natural world, divine influences, and the relationship
between the microcosm of human life and the macrocosm
of the universe. At the heart of Vedic astrology lies the
belief that the positions of celestial bodies, particularly
the sun, moon, and planets, influence not only individual
lives but also the course of human history. The underlying
philosophical concepts of karma (the law of cause and
effect) and dharma (righteous duty) play a crucial role
in how astrological interpretations are framed. Astrology
is viewed not merely as a method for predicting the
future, but as a key to understanding the present and
unlocking insights into one’s true purpose in life.

Modern Indian astrology retains many of these
traditional elements, notably the twelve zodiac signs, or
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rashis, each associated with particular personality traits,
fortunes, and characteristics. These signs, which include
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra,
Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces,
form the foundation of a person’s astrological chart, with
the positions of the sun, moon, and planets at the time of
their birth being pivotal in determining their life path.
The individual birth chart, or janam kundali, reveals an
individual’s strengths, weaknesses, relationships, and
potential life challenges, making it a powerful tool for
personal reflection and decision-making.

In contemporary India, astrology continues to play
a significant role, particularly in areas such as family
life, relationships, and auspicious timing. One of the most
enduring and prominent practices in Indian astrology is
the matching of horoscopes before marriage. Despite the
rapid pace of modernization and globalization, many
families still consider it essential to consult an astrologer
before finalizing a marriage arrangement. The belief is
that the compatibility of the couple’s horoscopes, based
on the positions of the stars and planets, can determine
the success or failure of their marriage. This practice,
known as kundali milan, involves checking the alignment
of the stars and planets in both individuals’ charts, and
any unfavorable alignments may be rectified through
spiritual remedies or rituals, such as pujas, prayers, or
wearing specific gemstones. This practice continues to
shape societal norms around marriage and relationships,
especially in rural and conservative parts of India.

In addition to its influence on marriage, astrology
is widely consulted for auspicious timings, or muhurta,
to begin significant life events. In Indian tradition, it is
considered crucial to ensure that important decisions,
such as launching a new business, constructing a house,
or starting a journey, occur during a favorable time that
aligns with cosmic cycles. Many people, particularly in
traditional settings, consult astrologers to find the most
auspicious date and time for such activities. This belief
in muhurta remains deeply embedded in both urban and
rural India, transcending regional and cultural
boundaries. In some cases, even highly educated
professionals turn to astrology when embarking on new
ventures, as they believe it brings divine blessings and
protection.

Astrology also plays a crucial role in public life
and politics in modern India. Politicians, celebrities, and
public figures frequently consult astrologers when
making important decisions, such as choosing an election
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date, selecting political allies, or launching new projects.
The connection between astrology and politics in India
is a reflection of the broader cultural reverence for
astrology, where it is often seen as an ancient and revered
tradition that can offer guidance in even the most
pragmatic matters of statecraft. It is not uncommon for
Indian political leaders to have astrologers on their
advisory panels, further demonstrating the belief that
celestial influences have a significant role in shaping
the nation’s political future.

With the rapid spread of digital technology and
social media, astrology in India has experienced a
significant transformation. The rise of astrology apps and
websites has made this ancient practice more accessible
than ever before, with millions of people turning to online
platforms for daily horoscopes, astrology consultations,
and personalized birth chart readings. These apps offer
tailored predictions and advice, bridging the gap between
traditional astrologers and the younger, tech-savvy
generation. On social media, astrologers and spiritual
gurus have gained massive followings, with many
offering astrology-based content on platforms like
Instagram, YouTube, and Facebook. In a country where
millions still believe in the power of astrology, these
platforms have allowed astrology to find a new life,
reaching new audiences and blending it with modern
entertainment and spiritual practices.

However, astrology’s place in modern India is not
without controversy. While astrology remains deeply
ingrained in Indian society, it has also faced criticism
from rationalists, skeptics, and the scientific community.
Some view astrology as a superstitious practice that lacks
empirical evidence, and there are growing calls for
greater scrutiny of the field. Rationalist organizations in
India, such as the Federation of Indian Rationalist
Associations (FIRA), actively campaign against what
they perceive as pseudoscience, arguing that astrology
should not be treated as a legitimate science. They point
to the absence of scientific validation and the widespread
exploitation of people’s beliefs by fraudulent astrologers.
Despite these challenges, astrology remains popular,
particularly among individuals who see it as a way to
connect with their cultural heritage and find spiritual
guidance.

For many, astrology in India serves as a source of
comfort, hope, and direction. It offers a way to make
sense of life’s uncertainties and challenges, providing
answers to personal dilemmas and a framework for
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understanding the world. The practice of astrology is
often intertwined with religious beliefs, rituals, and
spiritual practices, further reinforcing its importance in
everyday life. Whether it’s seeking guidance from an
astrologer during a difficult time, planning significant
life events based on astrological advice, or simply
consulting a daily horoscope for a sense of direction,
astrology provides a sense of meaning and connection
to something greater than oneself.

In conclusion, astrology in modern India is a living
tradition that continues to influence millions of people’s
lives. Despite the growing influence of modernity,
science, and technology, astrology remains a deeply
entrenched part of Indian culture, bridging the gap
between the ancient and the modern. From personal
consultations to societal practices and political decisions,
astrology continues to shape the way people live, interact,
and make choices. Whether viewed as a spiritual practice,
a cultural tradition, or a means of personal empowerment,
astrology in India remains a powerful force that connects
individuals to the cosmos, offering guidance in an ever-
changing world.

Astrology in Modern Babylon: Echoes of an Ancient
Legacy in Contemporary Iraq

Although the ancient city of Babylon no longer
exists as a thriving metropolis, the cultural legacy of
Babylonian astrology continues to echo through the
modern region it once dominated—present-day Iraq and
its surrounding areas. Ancient Babylon, located near
present-day Hillah in Iraq, was one of the cradles of
astrological science. Babylonian astrologers laid the
foundation for many astronomical and astrological
principles that would later influence Hellenistic, Islamic,
and Indian astrology. In the contemporary context, while
Iraq is shaped by Islamic traditions that often discourage
or even prohibit astrological practices, there remain
subtle and complex ways in which Babylon’s astrological
heritage survives—both as a historical memory and a
subdued but persistent belief system among certain
groups.

The ancient Babylonians, especially during the Neo-
Babylonian period (7th—6th century BCE), systematized
celestial observations and developed the first known
horoscopic astrology. They meticulously recorded
planetary motions, lunar eclipses, and celestial omens,
interpreting these signs in relation to the fate of kings,
cities, and nations. Their belief that the heavens reflected
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divine will laid the groundwork for astrology as a
celestial language of fate and guidance. These traditions
were preserved in cuneiform tablets and passed down
through later cultures, including the Greeks, Persians,
and Arabs.

In modern-day Iraq, the religious and socio-political
environment has significantly shaped public attitudes
toward astrology. Predominantly Muslim, Iraq adheres
to Islamic teachings that often view astrology with
skepticism or disapproval, distinguishing it from
astronomy, which is seen as a legitimate science. Islamic
jurisprudence generally permits the study of celestial
phenomena for practical purposes such as determining
prayer times and the lunar calendar, but it discourages
or forbids the use of astrology for divination or
prediction, as it is considered to infringe upon divine
knowledge. This theological stance has influenced both
public discourse and institutional regulation, making
open astrological practice less visible than in other parts
of the world.

However, despite religious and cultural reservations,
astrology has not vanished entirely from the region. In
private spaces and informal networks, beliefs in the
influence of stars and planets continue to persist,
particularly in matters of personal life such as marriage,
childbirth, and health. Traditional healers and spiritual
practitioners in rural and semi-urban areas may
incorporate astrological elements into their rituals,
sometimes blending them with Islamic mysticism
(Sufism), folk practices, and dream interpretation. In
some circles, especially among the elderly or those with
strong familial traditions, celestial patterns are still
consulted to choose auspicious timings or interpret
unusual events.

With the advent of satellite television, smartphones,
and social media, astrology has quietly re-entered popular
culture in parts of Iraq. Arabic-language horoscopes are
available through regional television channels and online
platforms, often repackaged in modern formats that make
them appealing to younger audiences. These horoscopes,
though simplified and generalized, maintain the idea of
zodiac signs and planetary influences, often without
invoking religious or spiritual terminology. As such, they
present astrology more as a form of entertainment or
psychological guidance than a divinatory science, which
helps sidestep theological opposition.

Academically, the contributions of Babylon to world
astrology are widely acknowledged by scholars both
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within and outside Iraq. University departments focused
on ancient history, Assyriology, or Near Eastern studies
often highlight the astronomical and astrological
achievements of the Babylonians as part of Iraq’s rich
intellectual heritage. Museums such as the Iraq Museum
in Baghdad preserve cuneiform tablets and artifacts that
testify to the sophistication of ancient Mesopotamian
astronomy and astrology. For Iraqi scholars and cultural
historians, this ancient knowledge is a source of pride,
reflecting the country’s pivotal role in the development
of human civilization and cosmic understanding.

Yet the tension between historical reverence and
religious caution continues to shape the current status of
astrology in Iraq. While Babylonian astrology is
respected as a key milestone in humanity’s intellectual
history, its practical application in daily life remains
discreet and often limited to the private sphere.
Nonetheless, the symbolic value of Babylon as a place
where the heavens once spoke to humanity persists in
the collective memory of the region. For some Iraqis,
especially those interested in esoteric knowledge,
comparative religion, or historical reconstruction,
astrology represents a bridge between the spiritual
wisdom of the past and the existential questions of the
present.

In summary, astrology in modern Babylon—or
rather, in the land that once housed that glorious
civilization—Ilives on in layered and nuanced ways. It is
not a public institution nor a mainstream practice, but a
quiet, often unspoken belief that survives among
individuals and communities who continue to look
toward the stars for meaning. While its form has changed
and its voice has softened under the weight of religious
doctrine and modern skepticism, the ancient Babylonian
spirit of reading the heavens still lingers, offering a
timeless testament to humanity’s enduring quest to
understand fate through the language of the cosmos.

Astrology and Classical Greece and Its Continuities in
Modern Greece

Astrology in Classical Greece emerged at the
crossroads of mythology, philosophy, and science,
forming a unique synthesis that deeply influenced both
Western and Eastern traditions. The Greeks did not invent
astrology but inherited and transformed it—principally
from the Babylonians and Egyptians—by integrating it
with their own intellectual and metaphysical frameworks.
In Classical antiquity, astrology developed from an
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observational and omen-based practice into a structured
philosophical system with predictive tools, personal
horoscopes, and ethical dimensions. This classical
foundation laid the groundwork for astrology’s
transmission into Roman, Islamic, medieval, and modern
European thought. In modern Greece, though the
prominence of astrology has declined in formal academic
and religious settings, it still persists as a part of popular
culture and spiritual curiosity, reflecting both its ancient
roots and contemporary global revival.

In Classical Greece, early mentions of celestial
divination can be found in the Homeric epics, where gods
and stars guided human affairs, although this was largely
mythopoetic rather than astrological in the technical
sense. The full development of Greek astrology began
around the 4th century BCE, particularly with the
translation and reinterpretation of Babylonian star lore.
The encounter with Chaldean astrology, especially
through Alexander the Great’s conquests and subsequent
Hellenistic exchanges, allowed Greek thinkers to refine
and philosophize the art of reading the stars. The result
was what is often termed “Hellenistic astrology,” a blend
of Mesopotamian omen-based divination, Egyptian
decanic astrology, and Greek rationalism.

Key Greek philosophers and scientists contributed
to astrology’s intellectual respectability. Plato and
Aristotle, while not astrologers themselves, emphasized
a cosmic order governed by divine reason (logos) and
saw the heavens as the realm of perfect motion. This
philosophical backdrop helped justify the idea that
celestial bodies could influence the sublunar world. The
Stoics, in particular, believed in a deterministic universe
where everything, including human fate, was governed
by a rational divine order—making astrology
philosophically acceptable. By the 2nd century BCE,
personal horoscopes based on planetary positions at birth
had become widespread, especially following the
influential works of Claudius Ptolemy.

Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos (2nd century CE) was a
landmark text that systematized Greek astrology,
blending empirical observation with theoretical rigor. In
it, Ptolemy presented astrology not as magical divination
but as a natural science rooted in celestial causation. He
proposed that the planets, stars, and zodiac signs exerted
influence through physical and atmospheric mechanisms,
much like climate or heredity. This approach gave
astrology an intellectual legitimacy that allowed it to
flourish for centuries within both scientific and spiritual
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discourses.

During the Roman era and throughout the Byzantine
period, astrology maintained a strong presence in Greek-
speaking regions. Byzantium inherited both the Greek
philosophical tradition and Christian theology, creating
an environment where astrology was alternately
tolerated, critiqued, or assimilated. While some Church
Fathers condemned astrology as incompatible with
Christian free will and divine omniscience, others used
celestial metaphors and retained elements of astrological
timing in liturgical practices. Astrology also survived in
Byzantine medicine, where it was employed to determine
the best times for treatment or surgery, based on planetary
positions.

In modern Greece, the formal status of astrology
has changed significantly. The Greek Orthodox Church,
which holds a dominant cultural and spiritual position,
has long opposed astrology as a form of superstition or
paganism. Astrology is generally not taught in academic
institutions and lacks institutional support from religious
or educational authorities. However, popular belief in
astrology endures. Horoscopes are featured in
newspapers, magazines, and television shows, and
astrological websites attract significant public interest.
Many Greeks consult astrologers for personal guidance,
especially during times of uncertainty or transition, such
as marriage, childbirth, or financial decisions.

There is also a growing interest in astrology among
segments of the urban, educated population, who are
drawn to it not as a deterministic science but as a tool
for psychological insight and spiritual exploration. This
shift mirrors global trends, where astrology is
increasingly viewed through a Jungian or archetypal lens,
focusing on self-discovery rather than fatalistic
prediction. In this context, the zodiac becomes a symbolic
map of inner potentials, and planetary transits are
interpreted as catalysts for growth rather than rigid
determinants of fate.

Interestingly, modern Greek astrologers often evoke
the classical heritage of astrology to lend historical
legitimacy to their practice. References to Ptolemy, Plato,
and ancient mythologies are common in Greek
astrological literature, symbolizing a cultural continuity
with the past. Some alternative spiritual communities in
Greece incorporate astrology into broader systems that
include yoga, meditation, and ancient Hellenic
revivalism. These movements reflect a desire to
reconnect with Greece’s pre-Christian spiritual roots,
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including astrology as an integral part of that heritage.

In sum, astrology in Classical Greece was a
profound synthesis of science, philosophy, and
spirituality that played a crucial role in shaping Western
metaphysical thought. It transformed celestial
observation into a complex system of meaning that
influenced ethics, medicine, and cosmology. In modern
Greece, astrology persists more as a popular and personal
belief system than a formal intellectual tradition. Yet, its
historical prestige and mythic resonance continue to
inspire those who look to the stars—not just for
prediction, but for perspective on the human journey
through time.

Astrology in Modern Europe

Astrology in modern Europe stands at the crossroads
of tradition and transformation, embodying both the
legacy of ancient wisdom and the demands of
contemporary life. Despite the continent’s deep
engagement with science, rationalism, and secularism—
particularly since the Enlightenment—the enduring
presence of astrology reveals a persistent cultural
undercurrent. Rather than fading into obscurity, astrology
has re-emerged in modern European societies in new,
hybridized forms, adapting itself to changing worldviews,
technological platforms, and individualized modes of
belief.

The European astrological tradition, historically
rooted in the classical synthesis of Babylonian, Greek,
and Roman cosmologies, experienced significant
consolidation during the medieval and Renaissance
periods. During these centuries, the astrological
worldview was central to intellectual life, influencing
everything from medicine to politics. Figures like
Claudius Ptolemy in antiquity and Johannes Kepler in
early modern Europe represent this intersection of
astronomy and astrology, where mathematical precision
coexisted with metaphysical symbolism. Even as the
scientific revolution and rationalist critique pushed
astrology to the fringes of academic discourse, its
symbolic power and cultural influence remained intact
in both elite and popular contexts.

In the modern European landscape, astrology has
reinvented itself as a vehicle for self-reflection, emotional
insight, and existential orientation. It has shed many of
its deterministic claims and instead adopted a more
interpretive, psychologized role. This shift is especially
evident in the rise of psychological astrology, which owes
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much to the work of Carl Gustav Jung. Jung’s concept
of archetypes and his theory of synchronicity opened
the door for astrology to be perceived not as a predictive
science, but as a symbolic system that resonates with
the unconscious processes of the human psyche. Today,
many practicing astrologers across Europe, especially
in Germany, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom,
employ astrology within therapeutic and coaching
frameworks, addressing personal development rather
than external fate.

Astrology’s popularity in contemporary Europe is
not confined to specialist or spiritual circles. It enjoys
widespread public engagement, especially through mass
media, digital platforms, and lifestyle content. Horoscope
columns in newspapers and magazines, television
features, and social media posts make astrological
language accessible and familiar. With the advent of
smartphone applications and online chart services,
individuals can now explore their natal charts, transits,
and compatibility profiles with unprecedented ease. This
digital accessibility has contributed to a notable
resurgence of interest in astrology among millennials and
Gen Z populations. For many young Europeans,
astrology serves as a tool for self-exploration, identity
formation, and social connection. The use of terms like
“Mercury retrograde” or “Saturn return” in casual
conversation points to a widespread cultural fluency that
often operates beneath formal belief.

Interestingly, the contemporary appeal of astrology
often aligns with a broader post-secular trend—wherein
the decline of organized religion has created a vacuum
that alternative spiritualities, including astrology, are
beginning to fill. The desire for meaning, coherence, and
symbolic understanding has not diminished; rather, it has
shifted toward more fluid and individualized
frameworks. In cities such as Berlin, Amsterdam, Paris,
and Copenhagen, astrology is practiced not only in
private consultation but also in group workshops,
festivals, and alternative healing centers. It is increasingly
entangled with mindfulness, meditation, herbalism, and
other holistic paradigms, forming what scholars describe
as part of the New Age or post-materialist spiritual milieu.

At the same time, astrology remains a subject of
skepticism and critique. Scientific communities and
rationalist organizations across Europe continue to
classify it as pseudoscience, citing a lack of empirical
validation. Debates around astrology’s legitimacy,
especially in public discourse, often mirror deeper
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cultural tensions between rationalism and existential
inquiry, between measurable knowledge and symbolic
wisdom. Nonetheless, for its practitioners and adherents,
astrology is not about empirical proof but about
resonance, reflection, and relational understanding. It
provides a language through which people make sense
of their inner lives, their relationships, and their place in
the cosmos.

Legal and institutional attitudes toward astrology
vary across Europe. In most countries, astrology is treated
as a legitimate service, protected under freedoms related
to expression, belief, and commerce. Professional
astrologers may organize into guilds or associations,
particularly in France, Italy, and the UK, where they work
to establish ethical standards and defend the credibility
of the practice. Regulatory efforts typically focus on
consumer protection rather than on restricting belief,
ensuring that practitioners do not make false claims
related to health or legal outcomes.

What makes astrology particularly relevant in the
contemporary European context is its ability to evolve
while preserving its symbolic depth. It is no longer tied
solely to prediction or fate but has become part of a
broader cultural conversation about selfhood, meaning,
and cosmological connection. In this sense, astrology in
modern Europe functions less as a relic of the past and
more as a mirror of present desires and anxieties. It offers
a narrative framework within which individuals can
locate themselves in an increasingly fragmented and
accelerated world.

Astrology, then, is not simply surviving in Europe—
it is thriving in nuanced and adaptive ways. As it
continues to intersect with psychology, digital culture,
alternative spirituality, and personal storytelling,
astrology affirms its relevance not as a scientific
alternative, but as a symbolic and cultural resource. In
doing so, it confirms the enduring human impulse to look
toward the stars in search of meaning, guidance, and
connection.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of the present study reveals that
astrology, when examined beyond its conventional
perception as a predictive or deterministic practice,
emerges as a deeply embedded symbolic system that
continues to shape human understanding of self and
society across diverse cultural contexts. One of the most
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significant findings is the persistence of astrology as a
“celestial mirror,” a reflective framework through which
individuals interpret identity, personality, and life
experiences. Rather than functioning solely as a tool for
forecasting events, astrology operates as a language of
meaning-making, enabling individuals to situate
themselves within a broader cosmic order. This
interpretive dimension becomes particularly relevant in
the context of modernity, where the fragmentation of
identity and the erosion of traditional belief structures
have created a demand for alternative systems of
coherence and self-understanding.

The study further indicates that astrology’s
resilience is closely linked to its adaptability across
historical periods and socio-cultural environments. From
its subtle presence during the World Wars to its
widespread revival during the COVID-19 pandemic,
astrology has consistently functioned as a psychological
and cultural resource in times of uncertainty. The
increased engagement with astrology during global crises
suggests that individuals turn to symbolic frameworks
not merely for prediction, but for reassurance,
interpretation, and existential orientation. In this sense,
astrology serves as a coping mechanism that bridges the
gap between uncertainty and meaning, offering narratives
that help individuals process collective and personal
disruptions.

Another important result of the study is the global
diffusion and localization of astrology. While its core
symbolic structure remains relatively consistent, its
expression varies significantly across regions. In India,
astrology retains its institutional and ritual significance,
influencing key life decisions such as marriage, career,
and political activity. In Western societies, particularly
in North America and Europe, astrology has undergone
a process of psychologization, where it is increasingly
used as a tool for self-reflection and personal growth. In
regions such as Africa, Oceania, and East Asia, astrology
interacts with indigenous cosmologies and traditional
belief systems, resulting in hybrid forms that reflect both
continuity and transformation. This diversity
demonstrates that astrology is not a monolithic system,
but a flexible and culturally adaptive practice that
responds to local needs and global influences.

The role of digital technology emerges as a defining
feature of contemporary astrology. The proliferation of
astrology apps, online consultations, and social media
content has significantly expanded its accessibility,
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particularly among younger generations. This digital
transformation has democratized astrological knowledge,
allowing individuals to engage with personalized
horoscopes and interpretations without reliance on
traditional practitioners. However, the findings also
highlight a tension between accessibility and depth.
While digital platforms have popularized astrology, they
have also contributed to its commodification and
simplification, raising concerns about the loss of
traditional knowledge, interpretive rigor, and ethical
responsibility. Thus, the digitalization of astrology
represents both an opportunity for expansion and a
challenge to its authenticity.

At the epistemological level, the study underscores
the contested status of astrology within modern
knowledge systems. While scientific critiques continue
to question its empirical validity, the persistence of
astrology suggests that its significance lies in a different
domain—that of symbolic, cultural, and psychological
meaning. The findings indicate that astrology operates
within an interpretive paradigm, where its value is
derived not from predictive accuracy but from its ability
to provide insight, structure experience, and facilitate
self-reflection. This distinction is crucial in
understanding why astrology continues to coexist with,
rather than be replaced by, scientific rationality.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study establishes that astrology
remains a vital and evolving component of contemporary
global culture, functioning as a belief system that bridges
the realms of symbolism, psychology, and social life. Its
enduring relevance cannot be adequately explained
through the lens of empirical validation alone; rather, it
must be understood in terms of its capacity to provide
meaning, coherence, and a sense of connection in an
increasingly complex and uncertain world. By
conceptualizing astrology as a celestial mirror, the study
highlights its role in reflecting both individual identity
and collective experience, offering a framework through
which human beings engage with the cosmos and
interpret their place within it.

The findings further suggest that astrology’s
strength lies in its adaptability. Across cultures and
historical periods, it has continuously reinterpreted itself,
integrating new philosophical insights, technological
innovations, and social realities. Whether embedded in
traditional practices in India, expressed as psychological
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discourse in Western societies, or integrated with
indigenous cosmologies in other parts of the world,
astrology demonstrates a remarkable capacity to remain
relevant while accommodating diversity. At the same
time, its increasing presence in digital and commercial
spaces calls for a more critical engagement with issues
of authenticity, ethical practice, and intellectual depth.
Ultimately, astrology represents not merely a
survival of ancient belief, but an ongoing human
endeavor to find meaning in the relationship between
the self and the universe. It reflects the enduring human
impulse to seek patterns, narratives, and connections
beyond the immediate and the material. As such,
astrology continues to occupy a unique position at the
intersection of tradition and modernity, science and
symbolism, individuality and universality. Recognizing
this complexity allows for a more balanced and nuanced
understanding of astrology—not as a fixed or monolithic
system, but as a living and evolving discourse that mirrors
the changing contours of human thought and experience.
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